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The last twelve months have been a historic time for CCA with the year dominated by 

the publication of the Encyclical on the Environment “Laudato Si by His Holiness, 

Pope Francis. I am delighted that CCA played some role in the production of the 

Encyclical by submitting a detailed paper to the Vatican in the summer of 2014 and 

we followed that up by “lobbying” of key officials in the following months and then a 

visit to Rome in December 2014 followed by further “lobbying” work. 

The Encyclical has exceeded our wildest expectations and has put animals at the 

center of Church teaching on the Environment and will form the basis for CCA 

activity for several years to come. 

 

We have already seen a substantial change in thinking within the clergy and I was 

particularly delighted that we had a contribution from Bishop John Arnold, Bishop of 

Salford and also Environment Spokesperson for the Bishop/s Conference and Chair of 

CAFOD in our special Laudato Si edition of the ARK. We are also seeing a better 

response from clergy at all levels to our requests for Animal Blessing services and 

publicity of our work and we have had the ARK published on Diocese websites and 

we are trying to roll this out across the country and also abroad. We now have the big 

task as an organization of spreading the word of Laudato Si throughout the world and 

we have already began to do so by virtue of the excellent special edition of the ARK 

which is now published in both hard copy and PDF version, The reaction to this 

edition has been very encouraging and we have received many phone calls and letters 

from members and supporters saying how delighted hey are with it. 

 

We have relaunched our website, allied with our new Twitter and Facebook accounts 

to make maximum use of the internet and we are now reaching more people than 

before across the globe and have appointed Barbara Gardner as Web Editor along 

with her role as ARK editor to enable better communication across our publications. 

The website has been viewed on every continent since relaunch. 

 

I have been giving talks on CCA and Laudato Si both in persona and via technology 

to audiences both in the UK and overseas and this will continue and we are planning a 

series of talks within Catholic secondary schools to educate our young people about 

the Encyclical. 

 

 We have continued to modernize our administration and have made substantial 

changes to overseas work and membership which has resulted in both financial and 

membership issues which will be dealt with in more detail by the Treasurer and 

Membership Secretary later in the Agenda. 

 

We have continued our work with partner organisations including our work with 

League Against Cruel Sports on the Malta Bird shooting issue and also our work with 

ASWA on the NOMS Prison Project. I was also delighted that we attended and spoke 

at the ASWA organised Animal Remembrance Service last November in London.  

I am very hopeful that such co-operation will continue for the forthcoming year. 

 



 

The big Animal Welfare issue of the year was the possible amendments to the 2004 

Hunting Act, which would basically have meant that the Act was unenforceable and 

that Hunting with hounds would return to England and Wales. I am very pleased with 

the actions of CCA in working with Catholic MP’s and others to stop this occurring 

and especial thanks must go to our Patron, Sir David Amess who was particularly 

vocal in his opposition to any change and watering down of the existing legislation. 

We are now members of the All Party parliamentary Group on Animal Welfare, 

which will increase our influence in UK Animal Welfare matters, and I have had 

recent discussions with senior politicians from all parties on the key issues facing the 

UK Parliament in the coming months, 

We have also supported other big campaigns in the UK including supporting the 

opposition to the ongoing Badger culls. We also played a part in stopping the 

horrendous Pig Wrestling event in Wisconsin, by our intervention directly to the 

Catholic parish concerned in the USA. We fully expect to play a continued role in 

educating people against Animal Cruelty wherever they live. 

 

 

We had another fantastic retreat in North Wales and thanks once again to Irene Casey 

for organising this. 

 

We have done many other things also during the past year and this report could have 

continued for another 2/3 pages but I have just wanted to highlight the main events of 

the last year. 

 

To conclude, I believe that we have had a very good year since my report to you last 

November and we are in good shape to move forward and our challenge over the next 

year or two is to take forward the opportunities given to us by the publication of 

Laudato Si whilst continuing to grow our membership base and to continue to develop 

our online presence. 

 

Chris Fegan 

October 2015.  

 

 

 

 

 


