
ARK EDITOR’S REPORT 

By Barbara Gardner 

It is a great honour to be editing The Ark, which was first produced in 1937 by Dom Ambrose Agius who said: 

 

‘It is not only the cause of animals, their welfare and protection that is here advocated.  It is the cause 

also of the Catholic Church, often attacked and seldom defended in this matter of the proper treatment 

of animals’. 

 

His words are still very relevant today, with so much continuing animal cruelty in the world, which is why it is so 

important to continue his good work and to keep The Ark alive. 

 

Special Laudato Si’ edition of The Ark 

The highlight of this year has been Pope Francis’ new encyclical Laudato Si’:  On Care of Our Common Home, 

which says so many positive things about animals and has been a long-awaited gift for us.  To celebrate this we 

have produced a special A4-size, Laudato Si’ edition of The Ark.  Pope Francis says: 

 

‘We must forcefully reject the notion that our being created in God’s image and given dominion over the 

earth justifies absolute dominion over other creatures’ and 

‘Clearly the Bible has no place for a tyrannical anthropocentrism unconcerned for other creatures’. 

 

Development of The Ark and CCA Website 

I have tried to modernise The Ark and make it more of a magazine than a journal by introducing pictures on all 

pages.  We are also trying to integrate The Ark with the new website and Facebook and Twitter.   

I have set up a new CCA website which can be used reactively to events, as well as being a source of 

information.  For example, when the government tried to re-introduce fox-hunting through the back door earlier 

this year with a statutory instrument, CCA needed to be able to mobilise its supporters through its social media to 

contact MPs.  This was done through Facebook and Twitter, but now can also be done through the new website.  

Chris has a new Blog on the website, so please look out for this and follow him.  The new website address is 

www.catholic-animals.com, although the old website address should also re-direct you to this site. 

http://www.catholic-animals.com/

