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CHAIR’S WELCOME 

 

BY JUDY GIBBONS 

  

F irstly, at this time of the year (pre AGM) I would 

like to thank all our trustees for the steadfast 

work that they have done over the last year. Also, 

I would like to thank Barbara and Chris who work so 

hard for us in many ways. Barbara has been involved 

giving us expert advice on accounts and income 

generation as well as procedural advice too. Chris has 

been linking CCA with the Church in other countries and 

speaking at Conferences at ‘home and abroad’.  As staff, 

not only do they rightly identify problems but they also 

identify creative solutions. 

 It is our duty as members of CCA to support our staff, trustees and volunteers. 

One way in which this can be done is by prayer,  to leave a legacy to CCA,  to send a 

donation or have a fundraising event whenever you can.  You can be assured that you 

will be remembered in our prayers and the animals will thank you too!  

 Our AGM this year at St Joseph’s Hall, Brompton Oratory, is on Saturday 4th 

November from 1.30pm and our speaker is Philip Lymbery, CE of Compassion in 

World Farming. Philip has just published his recent book Dead Zone – Where the 

Wild Things Were. A quote from the Guardian review says ‘this is a vital book that 

makes a realistic and imperative argument for returning to the old ways of farming’. 

The Speaker will start at 2pm and after questions this will be followed by a short 

break and the AGM. Doors open at 1.30pm and refreshments will be available but 

you will need to bring your own lunch. 

 I am in the process of moving house which is quite an experience as we all 

know – especially so after 40 years! Nevertheless, it reminds us of things that we 

have done as well as reminding us of friends we have known. I have been a member 

of CCA for 40 years and have come across all kinds of papers written and espoused 

by CCA members, none more so than May and Mervyn Bocking. Reading of their 

determination in the early days to make animal cruelty known within the Catholic 

Church should spur us all on. Then there is Susan Marshall in Oxford who started the 

Animal Blessing Services in that city at a time when Oxford University were 

implementing plans to build a new vivisection laboratory. Jean Pink, Founder of 

Animal Aid, organised the first march in Oxford against vivisection at Oxford 

University and many of us, including Sr Sylvia CSMV from the Wantage Convent, 

took part in vigils outside University buildings.  
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 All this, and more, makes me think we should have an archivist at CCA and, 

as all our trustees and staff are so busy, I wondered whether anyone might be 

interested to discuss with us any ideas they might have and indeed, if they were 

interested, to take this work on. 

 Much is happening in the here and now too, one of the main problems is 

trying to influence our politicians to ensure that during the Brexit negotiations, 

animals are fairly represented and that all the protection that they are currently given 

within the EU regulations is continued and not changed once we leave the European 

Union. Every one of us should see our MP’s to this effect – the animals must not 

lose their protection and, in fact, should be afforded even more. 

 If you cannot get ‘out and about’ please pray for us all in CCA – this too is a 

vital part of our work.  

 In the last issue I mentioned that Patrick Chalk had resigned as Hon. 

Treasurer – I am pleased to let you that he will be continuing as Hon. Treasurer. 

This is a great help to us all and I would like to thank him for this.  

 Finally, we are in the run up to Christmas, cards and decorations are already 

on sale. Let us keep Christmas animal free and animal friendly. There are plenty of 

delicious vegetarian and vegan recipes both online and in magazines so we can all 

do what we can to influence those around us. 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

 

BY CHRIS FEGAN 

 

I t has once again been a very busy period for CCA and 

in the last few months we have been involved in many 

activities and are also planning for a busy 2018, which 

will include a visit by Pope Francis to Ireland. 

 We are hoping to improve our work in Ireland in 

preparation for the Papal visit and I am hoping to be making 

a trip to both north and south of the border later this year to 

speak to CCA members and others, to give a couple of talks 

in the country and to attend an animal welfare conference. 

 I will also be considering the ‘Irish Border question’ as part of the work we 

are undertaking with Eurogroup for Animals in relation to our membership of the 

BREXIT Working Group and this is a very complicated question which is 

dominating discussions between the UK Government and the EU at present. Our 

position is clear  - that BREXIT must not result in decreased animal welfare 

standards anywhere and that incudes Ireland, both north and south of the border. 
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 The CCA annual retreat took place in September and a report on it appears on 

pages 8 and 9 in this issue of The Ark.  It was once again a major success and  was 

oversubscribed this year with more people wishing to come than places were 

available - many thanks to Irene Casey who makes the Retreat such a great event 

year after year.  

 I am delighted that our Social Media offer is going from strength to strength 

and please do have a look at our website, Twitter and Facebook accounts, to keep up 

with our latest activity between receiving your copies of The Ark. We are 

considering introducing a regular e-mail CCA newsletter from 2018 so please ensure 

that we have your updated e-mail address so that we can add you to the e-mail 

circulation list and keep you updated on CCA activity. You can either let us have the 

e-mail address via the website and/or e-mail me or Barbara Gardner directly. 

 I am very pleased to say that the threat to repeal the Hunting Ban in the UK, 

which was a contentious issue in the recent UK general election, has now 

disappeared and this will now not be taken any further forward. Indeed there has 

been good news from the Government in that the penalties for animal cruelty in the 

UK are going to be increased.  We have been advocating tougher penalties and are 

delighted that the Government has listened and is planning to take action. 

 Finally the CCA 2017 Annual General Meeting takes place on Saturday 4th 

November in London and our Guest Speaker this year is Philip Lymbery, the Chief 

Executive of Compassion in World Farming (CIWF) who will be speaking about the 

work of CIWF generally and, no doubt, talking about his new book Dead Zone and 

also the CIWF Conference on Extinction which will have just taken place in London 

and which I am attending to represent CCA.  I hope to see as many CCA members as 

possible at Brompton Oratory for our AGM. 

 

CATHOLIC CONCERN FOR ANIMALS  
 

WARMLY WELCOMES 
 
 

 

 

New Life Members 

Janette Williams, Jodie Williams 

 

New Annual Members 

Rosie Marie Adams, Tim Gay, Ken Kearsey 
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EDITORIAL 

 

BY BARBARA GARDNER 

 

W elcome to the Winter 2017 edition of The Ark which 

focuses on this year’s CCA/ASWA Ecumenical 

Animal Welfare Retreat held in September.  This is 

introduced on pages 8-9 and is followed by the main talks 

presented during the retreat. We also report on a number of other 

events that CCA has been part of, such as the Eurogroup 

conference, the Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics ‘Ethic of Fur’ 

conference, the CIWF ‘Extinction and Livestock’ conference and 

the 14th ‘Interfaith Celebration for Animals’.  In addition, we report on a number of 

special Laudato Si’ events that have been celebrated recently. 

 The effects on UK animal welfare of Brexit continues to be a cause for 

concern and Lorraine Platt of the Conservative Animal Welfare Foundation (CAWF) 

has written for us on the subject, highlighting the risks and opportunities involved.  

The increasing size of the fur industry is also a concern which we examine in this 

issue. 

 There were many pearls of wisdom shared at the Retreat this year, but one in 

particular stood out for me.  Irene Casey asked, ‘Why are there two types of people in 

this world - those who care and those who don’t care?’  It turned out that this was a 

question that vexed us all.  There are many things happening in the world that we can 

care about very much but are powerless to change, such as the suffering caused by 

wars and natural disasters that we see on the news all too often.  Other than donate to 

the NGOs working to help the suffering victims, be they human or non-human, we 

feel fairly powerless to help. But we can help to reduce suffering by not being part of 

a system that causes it, and nowhere are we more able to do this than by controlling 

our diets and lifestyle choices. So why are there people who don’t care enough to 

make these choices?  How can we ‘get through’ to such closed minds?  Do write in if 

you have any thoughts on this subject. 

There are a number of forthcoming events, advertised in this issue, which I 

encourage you to come along to - the CCA AGM on 4th November at which CIWF’s 

CE, Philip Lymbery, will be the guest speaker, the ASWA Animals in War memorial 

service on 12th November and the AIA AGM on 25th November at which Dr 

Richard Ryder and Nitin Mehta MBE will be the guest speakers. Finally, as Dr Ryder 

reminded us in his talk at the Retreat, keep writing to your MPs on animal matters.  

They may not respond individually or positively, but they do take note of the quantity 

of letters they receive on subjects such as animal welfare. 
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ECUMENICAL ANIMAL WELFARE RETREAT 2017 
 

AT HOLLAND HOUSE 

T he 2017 CCA/ASWA Ecumenical Animal Welfare Retreat , organised by 

Irene Casey of CCA, was held on Monday 4th September to Thursday 6th 

September at the beautiful Holland House in Cropthorne, Worcestershire. A 

selection of prayer services, eucharists, masses and talks were held and participants 

enjoyed delightful vegetarian and vegan food. Catholic masses were led by Fr Peter 

Slocombe and Fr Denis Keating and the Anglican Eucharist and prayer services 

were led by Fr Martin Henig. A service was also led by Dr Deborah Jones, CCA’s 

vice-chair, and hymns were sung with words especially themed for animals by CCA 

trustee, Wanda Oberman. 

 Fr Martin talked on the subjects of The Fur Trade: Cruelty in the Cause of 

Fashion (reproduced on pages 10-14) and The Way of the Saints: Engaging with 

Other Animals as Fellow Creatures of God (to be published in the next Ark).  CCA’s 

Chair-Emeritus, Dr Edward Echlin, talked on Animals and the Common Good 

(pages 15-19), Barbara Gardner talked about Reconnecting with our Religions: the 

often forgotten and frequently overlooked teachings on compassion for animals 

(pages 20-29) and Dr Richard Ryder, CCA’s scientific adviser, discussed  
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PRESENTATION OF ST FRANCIS AWARD  
 

TO JOYCE D’SILVA 

campaigning and the importance of letter writing. He urged everyone to write to their 

MP every month on animal welfare issues. CCA Chief Executive, Chris Fegan talked 

about the work of CCA in facing the threats posed by Brexit and other external 

economic and political factors, and introduced Dr Gerald Taylor who he had 

commissioned to review the current state of animal rights.  He will be writing about 

this in the next edition of The Ark. 

 The highlight of the retreat was the presentation of CCA’s St Francis Award 

to Joyce D’Silva, former Chief Executive and Ambassador of Compassion in World 

Farming (CIWF), for her tireless work in getting animal welfare into EU legislation 

and, in particular, for getting animals recognised as sentient beings in Article 13 of 

the Lisbon Treaty.  Joyce gave a talk on how this was achieved and on CIWF’s other 

successes.  The award was presented by CCA Chair, Judy Gibbons. 

Joyce D’Silva (left) receiving the St Francis Award from CCA Chair, Judy Gibbons (right). 
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THE FUR TRADE 

 

CRUELTY IN THE CAUSE OF FASHION 

 

In his talk at the 2017 Ecumenical Animal Welfare Retreat, Fr Martin Henig 

describes the cruelties of the fur trade and how it cannot be acceptable to the 

Christian faith, along with all other forms of animal cruelty.  Rev. Prof. Martin 

Henig is an Anglo-Catholic priest and a third order Anglican Franciscan. 

 

BY FR MARTIN HENIG 

                                             

W hy have human beings historically worn 

fur, and why do some humans even today 

want to wear fur? In one respect at least, 

we are very unlike other primates. They possess 

only limited amounts of hair, on the head and, in the 

case of males of the species, also on the face. 

Humans also have hair under the armpits and in the 

genital region, but elsewhere if it exists at all it is 

vestigial. Admittedly other apes, at least the males 

of the species, may have bare and even brightly 

coloured blue and red bottoms for reasons of sexual 

display but no other ape is naked. The reason for 

this is disputed but one explanation is that at one 

time our ancestors lived a semi-aquatic life on the 

edge of tropical seas. This is plausible because consider the whales, entirely aquatic, 

and elephants and especially hippopotamuses who like to wallow. 

 Advantageous as nudity might be in a swamp or on the edge of the sea or 

even in the mythical Garden of Eden, it certainly caused problems when hominids 

moved into temperate and colder latitudes.  If food in the tropical forests and sea and 

lake sides may have consisted largely of fruit supplemented by shellfish, in the 

plains and tundra of the north humans became more carnivorous, which one might 

consider as one of the wrong turnings of our species. The other was the hunting and 

killing of animals for their furry pelts and their skins, in order to keep warm and to 

hide their nakedness which, of course, in Genesis, is seen as the second sign of 

original sin. Only humans have developed this peculiar taboo against nudity. At 

least in Genesis the clothing adopted by Adam and Eve simply consisted of leaves 

and not the skins which God had bestowed on their fellow creatures! 

 

  



   THE ARK                                                                                                       WINTER 2017 

11 

A history of the fur trade 

From the distant Palaeolithic past till now, killing and devouring other animals, and 

killing and skinning other creatures has been a mark, some would say the mark of 

Cain, which has benighted our miserable species. We call ourselves Homo Sapiens 

that is ‘Wise Man’ though our actions and behaviour 

surely belie our wisdom and goodness before the all-

seeing eye of Almighty God. Of course, the records 

for hunting and trapping and the production of 

leather goods has been extensive from prehistoric 

times and there is plenty of archaeological evidence, 

later supplemented by documentary records, for such  

production. My own expertise lies in the Roman 

period and we know that furs and skins were 

amongst the products of the British Isles. The 

Roman army even had ursarii, bear hunters, 

presumably to gather bear-skins for ceremonial 

uniform (think of the bearskins worn by British 

ceremonial guards today). Further south in Egypt, 

even crocodiles were valued in this way and, if you go to the British Museum, you 

can see a crocodile skin worn by a soldier from Roman Egypt.  Furs were important 

commodities in the Middle Ages, while in early modern times the Muscovy 

Company in Russia and the Hudson Bay company in Arctic Canada were largely 

concerned with the fur trade, the latter with, amongst other animals, the annual 

slaughter of fur seal pups. 

 We write our own stories, of course, in our justification and in them, even in 

our Holy Scriptures, all too often we privilege ourselves; we come near to 

worshipping ourselves instead of God who we know  is alone to be worshipped.  It is 

refreshing to find psalms like psalm 104 and books like that of Job which centre on 

God rather than on human vanity. 

 

The fur trade today 

I have frequently preached against treating other creatures, including other humans, 

as commodity, though the agro-farming industry, Factory Farming, with its scant 

regard for the countryside home of so many of our fellow creatures, demonstrates 

the blindness, folly and, too often, the utter futility of human kind with its apparent  

inability to heed the demands of the living God of Love. 

 Today I want specially to single out the continued use of fur and animal hides 

which the availability of synthetics should have rendered totally redundant. I have 

always had mixed feelings about animal blessing services, not because I don’t  

  

———————————— 

Ahimsa ... means trying to 

avoid harming our sisters 

and brothers in creation. 

That word, and the actions 

which follow from it, 

regulate for the Jains every 

aspect of life but those 

actions and that word are 

also fully consonant with 

the Gospel of Love which 

springs from Christ. 

——————————— 
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believe that animals as individuals are blessed by God, just as human beings, both 

individually and en masse, are blessed by God, however little they deserve it, but 

because such services are too often viewed in an unacceptably patronising way, 

being seen, for instance, perhaps as a way of bringing the children into church or 

providing some vague sort of pastoral care to elderly dog and cat owners. I take 

animals, including the human animal, as absolutely central to my own mission, 

which can be summarised by one word, an Indian word, Ahimsa, which means trying 

to avoid harming our sisters and brothers in creation. That word, and the actions 

which follow from it, regulate for the Jains every aspect of life but those actions and 

that word are also fully consonant with the Gospel of Love which springs from 

Christ. 

 As we stroke our companion animals, do we spare a thought for other dogs 

and cats killed for their hides in China, of male calves taken from their mothers and  

Every year more than 60 million animals are killed 

and sold by the international fur industry.  
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starved to death to produce leather in India? Do we think of the silver foxes and 

mink, so closely related to our friends the dogs in the one case and to cats on the 

other, yet kept in small cages until they are large and furry enough to be electrocuted 

and skinned. I gather that in Finland silver foxes have been genetically manipulated 

to be fatter and have looser skins which render their short lives even more miserable, 

in order to produce larger pelts. Do we think of Angora Rabbits their fur cropped 

from their skin so that they squeal with pain? Do we think enough about the helpless 

fur seal pups, clubbed by brutal and degenerate humans, without pity and remorse, 

on the Canadian ice, to the distress of their nursing mothers? Do we think of the 

snakes and crocodiles skinned, sometimes when still alive, to produce stylish 

handbags? All of this is done in the name of vanity, all of this is done in the name of 

monetary profit and of greed; all of this is an aspect of treating nature as commodity. 

And all of these motives are utterly evil. If you purchase such items, you are 

inevitably complicit in egregious sin. 

 

Cruelty and Christianity 

Cruelty is never justifiable and for Christians, that is those who call themselves 

Christians, they are actually committing the sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit 

for which, we are told, there is no forgiveness, because forgiveness can only follow 

from the deepest contrition and remorse. Animal studies reaching well back into the 

last century and even earlier (and I was brought up on Konrad Lorenz's King 

Solomon's Ring and Man meets Dog) have emphasised the complexity of animal 

relationships, though this will always have been apparent to those who share their 

living space with companion animals. Animals relate to each other as we do, they 

have emotions including pain, pleasure, anxiety, fear, as we do.  Mothers have 

strong maternal instincts and bond with their offspring.  Of course, humans who 

simply see other animals as economic units and  fail to see this, are simply in the 

position of the slave owners, who treat human animals in the same way. 

 Hunting a fellow creature, killing a fellow creature, skinning a fellow creature 

demands a degree of desensitisation that can only be described as diabolical, 

particularly when sadism, vanity and the abuse of power by the strong over the weak  

are involved.  The Revd Professor Andrew Linzey devotes chapters to hunting, to fur  

farming, and to the clubbing of seal in his excellent Why Animal Suffering Matters 

published in 2009 and nothing has changed since then to render any of these 

practices less abhorrent.  

 We can, however, go far beyond this, as of course Andrew does himself.  I do 

not think most people who eat meat have the abattoir, the place of death, the factory 

which transforms a living creature with thoughts and emotions into a lifeless corpse 

in mind when they eat a meal at home or in a restaurant.  Similarly, most people who 

  



   THE ARK                                                                                                       WINTER 2017 

14 

purchase leather goods, or indeed furs, do not connect their purchases with the 

animals from which they come.  To some extent, though not in many other 

instances, leather is a bi-product of the butchery for meat; but a coat made of silver 

fox, mink, a seal pup or any other furry animal has suffered simply for human 

thoughtlessness and vanity. Even in countries where the winters are chilly or even 

cold, artificial fabrics now provide adequate protection. We are, after all,  no longer 

Palaeolithic cave dwellers. 

 If your dog, cat or gerbil is truly your friend, think about his or her relatives 

who have not been so happy to have known you and have been  guarded by you, but 

have come to a miserable end after a miserable life. Genesis entrusts us with  

‘dominion’ in other words with loving care.  If we do not give it, our stewardship is 

unjust and we must expect harsh judgement. In a well-known passage in St 

Matthew’s Gospel Jesus compares those who proclaim their faith in love and justice 

in his name and do not do it, with those who do not actually acknowledge him but 

do his will (Matthew 25:31-46). As a board Member of the Animal Interfaith 

Alliance, I often find myself far closer to Jain and Quaker friends in the respect on 

which I talk than with many contemporary Christians, though we do have in our 

tradition, in stories of the Insular saints and in the life and Ministry of St Francis of 

Assisi (the subject of my other paper at this retreat) pointers towards the faith that 

embraces all creatures, the faith that will lead to the redemption of all creatures, for 

which Christ lived and died. Ahimsa means doing no harm to any living creature, 

and that includes, of course, a total abhorrence of the iniquity of hunting and of the 

farming animals for fur. And of course, killing them for meat. It means, instead, true 

sisterhood and brotherhood.  If you do not treat your fellow creatures - creatures of 

the same God - with respect, hunting them with cruel weapons or with dogs for 

sport, for the exercise of power, do you think you can escape that reckoning before 

Christ? If you kill your sister or brother, if you experiment on your sister or brother, 

causing pain, distress and ultimately death (which is what vivisection involves) are 

you witnessing to Love as the supreme virtue? 

 I am not surprised that we have wandered so far from the Way of Christ. We 

even marginalise, kill and maim in shameful wars between groups of our own 

species; indeed our governments are prepared to use nuclear weapons.  At home we 

marginalise the poor just as we marginalise the rest of creation.  

  May the act, the sacred act of offering ourselves for blessing in the Sacrifice 

of the Eucharist, as well as offering our friends in other species to the Divine Love 

for blessing, restore us to that divine harmony for which the prophet Isaiah and St 

John the Evangelist so fervently prayed. 

 

+ In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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ANIMALS AND THE COMMON GOOD 

 

CCA Chair Emeritus, Dr Edward P. Echlin, is honorary research fellow at Leeds 

Trinity University College, and author of The Cosmic Circle, Jesus and Ecology 

(Columba 2004) and Climate and Christ, A Prophetic Alternative (Columba 2010).  

In this article Dr Echlin recognises Pope Francis’ concern for humanity’s 

interdependence with other Earth creatures. 

 

BY DR EDWARD P. ECHLIN 

 

T he ideal of a ‘common good’ has been with us for 

a long time. Recently it has become a household, 

or at least a ‘common room’, word.  It is described 

as ‘the sum of conditions of social life which allow 

individuals ready access to their fulfilment, including 

subsidiarity and solidarity’. The common good, therefore, 

is often understood in an anthropocentric and even 

anthroposolic way, it is all about human fulfilment while 

ignoring our fellow creatures, including our fellow sensate 

or animal creatures.  

 The Pope observes in Laudato Si’ ‘because all 

creatures are connected, each must be cherished with love 

and respect, for all of us as living creatures are dependent on one another. Each area 

is responsible for the care of this family’ (LS 1:42). Recently a British Prime 

Minister related the common good to ‘our shared society’ of multi-ethnic people, but 

no animals.  In 2017 a book was published including contributions from 15 more or 

less prominent contributors.  Animals were included, but only just, in chapters by 

Ellen Teague and myself. 1 

I suggest, therefore, that as Christians concerned for animal welfare, we 

insist, with the Eurogroup for Animals, that the common good include these fellow 

creatures.  The exclusive anthroposolism, with which we are familiar and which we 

resist, was articulated by Aristotle who has had enormous influence on our thinking 

and behaviour.  Aristotle said, ‘Plants exist for animals and the other animals exist 

for man, tame ones for his use and the food which they provide, and as for the wild 

animals most can be used for food and are useful in other ways. Clothing and 

implements can be made from them. In them Nature makes nothing without some 

end in view, nothing without purpose it must be that nature has made all of them for 

man.’  
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On the contrary, we insist that the common good includes the whole Earth 

community. Earth creatures function best when they include all. So-called ‘economic 

growth’, for example, should mean an agreed way of sharing and exchanging’ for 

mutual necessities and convenience. If monetary exchange is to succeed it should 

respect all sensate creatures within an inclusive economy. When we include animals 

in the common good we include ‘ready access to their fulfilment’ and all they 

contribute to the common good of people and other creatures. The common good 

flourishes within local cultures, including countryside and large cities, when human 

inhabitants have a sense of the larger whole. When making, or indeed leading, 

Ignatius Loyola’s Spiritual Exercises in several large American cities, I always 

looked forward to the fourth week with its beautiful concluding ‘Contemplation for 

obtaining love’. Animals were included. St Ignatius said we should consider ‘how 

God dwells in creatures, in the elements giving them being, in the plants giving them 

growth, the animals giving them feeling, and in men giving them understanding ….’ 

Cattle surprisingly get special mention. God, says Ignatius, ‘habet Se ad modum 

laborantis’, behaves like a labourer. 2 

 The genuine common good also includes biodiversity, the unique differences 

among living beings, a reality which ‘pro-leave’ Brexiteers dangerously ignore. The 

United Nations in 1992 coined the term ‘biodiversity’, followed by a ‘biodiversity 

convention’ signed by most nations. Professor David Raffaelli of Y ork University, a 

biodiversity specialist, discusses the inclusiveness of biodiversity, and therefore the 

common good. ‘It covers nearly every part of natural science – from forest dwelling 

fungal species to savannah roaming lions, the tadpoles in your garden pond to the 

seaweed of our shores. Biodiversity is about how life forms, habitats, and processes 

are interconnected and essential to all of us.’ Professor David Clough, President of 

the Society for the Study of Christian Ethics adds, ‘Once we have glimpsed the full 

breadth of the kingdom of the God where the wolf will lie down with the lamb and 

the baby play in front of the Asp’s nest, we should realise that we can “let go” much 

of the unpleasant, unjust, and unkind relationships we have with our fellow 

creatures’. 

Animals are certainly included in the New Testament, beginning with the 

Baptist in the desert with locusts and bees’ honey. They are remembered forever at 

the birth of Jesus with the ox and ass and other stable creatures. There were the many 

unmentioned animals of Jesus’ hidden years at Nazareth, some of whom surfaced in 

his famous parables. To mention a few there are the wild birds, the Good Shepherd 

and lost sheep, the many fish of Lake Galilee, the fallen ox in the ditch, the hens and 

chicks, the fatted calf, the swine, the Syro-Phoenician woman’s beautiful remark that 

little dogs eat the crumbs beneath the master’s table, the donkey of the passion, and 

several others. 
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 Other noteworthy and indeed necessary animal inclusions in the common 

good are exemplified in the Island Farm Donkey Sanctuary in Oxfordshire and by 

the animal adoption centre in Newcastle. The benefit to animals enjoying a special 

sanctuary or adoptive family are obvious, and so are the blessings to human 

children, families and communities of this affectionate inclusion in the common 

good. It reminds us that our animal brothers and sisters are within what Pope 

Francis calls ‘our common home’. 

 In our own homes we can assist wildlife and ourselves by including a 

wildlife spot with bee friendly flowering plants and, if large enough, a log pile 

shelter for wandering hedgehogs. We can also include a small pond for frogs and 

other aquatic wildlife.  Watching mature – and slug devouring! – frogs develop 

from frog spawn to tadpoles to jumping and swimming adult creatures is a pleasant 

experience for both adults and children. We can also assist local and national 

groups which assist animals including opposition to fox hunting.  

 The church itself is a community supporting inclusion in preparation for 

God’s inclusive kingdom. Baptism is a special sign of the common good, therefore 

I recommend that our church grounds include at least one ‘baptismal tree’, planted 

by a family celebrating a baptism. Thereafter baptismal water can be returned to the 

earth at the tree, supporting life and, as it were, live on nurturing the tree and 

creatures nurtured by the tree, including birds and insects in the churchyard itself. 

Churchyard trees also support other sensate beings elsewhere in the earth 

community who benefit from the blessings trees bring, not least to climate. 
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 As people who care about all sensate creatures, we remind ourselves that 

common good includes all. Recently scientists discovered in Australian sands 

evidence of pre-dinosaur life. They concluded that these tiny creatures inaugurated 

the evolution of the food chain which enabled the evolution of other sensate beings 

including the human species. Not to include tiny creatures in the common good is 

foolish. Recently I received a letter from a correspondent in a Florida death row, 

called ‘The Wing’, awaiting execution while appealing his sentence for murder. I 

asked him about inmates and animals, including the wonderland that is a convict’s 

window. He replied, ‘I know a lot of the fellows enjoy animals in art work. Plenty, 

including me, enjoy spiders although not animals. They are God’s creatures, make 

good life mates, they keep roaches at bay too’. A good example of tiny creatures in 

the common good. 

 At the larger end of the animal spectrum I think we should include large 

animals in our community, in addition to cattle, donkeys, dogs, cats, horses, mules 

etc., the big fellows that live outside, including whales, sharks, elephants, crocodiles, 

hippos, giraffes and the rest. In addition to the gifts they give us, including ivory, 

leather, oils etc., I believe these large and lovely creatures contribute to the common 

good by what they teach, especially to children, including that we are not alone on 

earth, and that their habitats are precious too. And with them let us let be, even 

appreciate as they do, the reptile community. 

  



   THE ARK                                                                                                       WINTER 2017 

19 

 I conclude these brief and introductory remarks on animals and the common 

good by saying what a joy and privilege it has been to attend a meeting sponsored by 

CCA and ASWA. It is a privilege living here these few days as family, including 

Holland House’s garden stretching down to the biodiverse Avon whose wildlife was 

noticed by a famous writer at Stratford. Our community feeling will continue and 

live on after we return home. We met at a time when the media and leaders were 

distracted by what is (foolishly) called Brexit. One of the principal values of a 

European Union is fostering the bioregional community we are. The UN described 

biodiversity in 1992 as communal life with differences. Bioregionalism is a wider 

place with those compatible differences. On behalf of all of us, including our animal 

and plant companions, we make expressions of gratitude to those who founded and 

supported European Union rather than ‘reclaiming our borders’. All of us in our 

animal supporting groups can support and encourage fellow Europeans who 

recognise the importance of Europe’s Union, including the inherent fellowship of our 

animal companions within the common good. I conclude with words from ‘Mr 

Gilfel’s Love Story’ in Scenes of Clerical Life, ‘Animals are such agreeable friends. 

They ask no questions. They pass no criticism!’ 

 

1. Reclaiming the Common Good, Virginia Moffatt, ed., DLT, 2017, pp. 145-167 

2. Ignatius Loyola, The Spiritual Exercises, the fourth week, the ‘Contemplation for obtaining 
love’, third point. 
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RECONNECTING WITH OUR RELIGIONS 

 

In her talk at the 2017 Ecumenical Animal Welfare Retreat, Barbara Gardner 

reminded us of the often forgotten and frequently overlooked teachings on 

compassion for animals in our Christian tradition and demonstrates that it is not so 

dissimilar to that of the Jain faith. 

  

BY BARBARA GARDNER 

 

I  have been most privileged over recent years to have been invited to a 

number Jain celebrations at their beautiful Jain temples.  These are 

exquisite events - full of colour, music and peaceful reverence.  The prayers they 

recite always ask for forgiveness from any living being that they might have done 

harm to, as they adhere to their timeless principle of ahimsa – non-harming.  Here is 

an example: 

 

Prayer for Forgiveness 

 

I ask pardon from all living creatures. 

May all creatures pardon me. 

May I have friendship with all creatures 

And enmity towards none. 

 

Jainism 

Like all religions the Jains adhere to the Golden Rule – to treat others as you would 

wish to be treated yourself.  Yet for the Jains, unlike many faiths, the ‘others’ extend 

beyond humans to all sentient beings, and they always practice this. They 

demonstrate this practically, particularly when they eat. The food, which is 

invariably delicious, is always vegetarian (and probably vegan), as their philosophy 

of non-harming extends to what they eat, for to eat an animal is to cause harm or 

himsa. 

 The Jain religion dates back thousands of years and is based on the teachings 

of the 24 Tirthankars.  The word ‘Jain’ means ‘spiritual conqueror’ and the word 

‘Tirthankar’ means ‘Ford maker’ or one who guides others across the river of 

suffering to enlightenment on the other side.  The last and most famous of the 24 

Tirthankars was Mahavira who lived around 500 BC, at about the time of Buddha, 

and is the only Tirthankar that we have a historic record for.  Mahavira means ‘Great 

Hero’ and, like all the Tirthankars, he believed that extending compassion towards 

all sentient beings was an essential part of attaining enlightenment.  He says in the 

Agamas: 
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 ‘Unless we live with non-violence and reverence for all living beings in our 

heart, all our humaneness and acts of goodness, all our vows, virtues and knowledge, 

all our practices to give up greed and acquisitiveness are meaningless and useless’. 

 We know little about the first Tirthankar, Adinath, except that he was a leader 

who was renowned for bringing agriculture to his people and taught that compassion 

should be shown to animals.  He taught the farmers that they should always sow 

more seed than they needed, so that there would be sufficient to eat, to sow for the 

next harvest and to leave for the birds, mice and other wild animals. 

 The 23rd Tirthankar, Neminath, was famous for walking away from his 

wedding when he saw that animals were being held in a pen waiting to be 

slaughtered for the wedding feast. He said, ‘Animals have souls, they have 

consciousness, they are our kin and our ancestors.  They wish to live as much as we 

do, they have feelings and emotions.  They have love and they have passion.  They 

fear death as much as we do.  Their instinct for life is no less than our own.  Their 

right to live is as fundamental as our own’. 

 The Jain faith is still strong today with around 6 million Jains living in the 

world.  One famous Jain is Satish Kumar, an ex-Jain monk who, in his youth, walked 

8,000 miles around the world, without money, on a peace march, delivering peace 

tea to the five main world leaders.  He ended up living in Devon in England where 

he spent over 40 years as Editor-In-Chief of Resurgence magazine.  We are truly 

honoured to have him as President of the Animal Interfaith Alliance. He has written 

extensively on the subject of Jainism, always arguing that we recognise our 

interconnected relationship with nature and share a compassion for animals.  He says 

in his book ‘You Are, Therefore I Am’, 
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 ‘Love is not love if it does include love of animals.  What kind of compassion 

is it which adores human life but ignores the slaughter of animals?  Division between 

humans and animals and putting human interests before animal interests is the 

beginning of sectionalism, racism, nationalism, class and caste discrimination and, of 

course, speciesism.  The same mind-set which enslaves animals, goes on to enslave 

humans in the name of self-interest, national interest and umpteen other narrow 

interests.  Therefore, we the Jains, advocate an unconditional and unequivocal 

reverence for all life.’ 

 In addition to the lovely Jain temples I have visited, where I have enjoyed 

delicious vegetarian food, I have also visited Hindu and Sikh temples and Buddhist 

retreats where the food has also been entirely vegetarian.  I would like to highlight 

the great work of Shambhu’s Catering, run by the Jain husband and wife team, 

Mahersh and Nishma Shah, which produces delicious vegan food and performs 

cookery demonstrations. 

 

Monotheistic Faiths 

But when we come to events held by the monotheistic faiths (that is Judaism, 

Christianity and Islam), this is not always the case.  I have been most privileged to 

enjoy delicious vegan food at a number of Christian events – here at the CCA 

Ecumenical Animal Welfare Retreat, for example, or at the SARX Conference and at 

the Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics, and I have heard of other events, such as the 

excellent conference held by the St Francis Alliance in the US, where vegan food 

was also served.  The Jewish Vegetarian Society promotes excellent vegetarian food, 

too. 

 But not all events held by the monotheistic faiths are so worthy – you’ve all 

been there!  In fact, the slaughtered animal is often central to the celebration, such as 

the turkey for the Christian Christmas, the lamb at the Jewish Passover, or the cow or 

chicken at the Muslim Eid festival.  So does this mean that the monotheistic faiths 

are inferior to Jainism and other eastern religions?  I don’t think so, I just think that 

their followers are unaware of their faiths’ teachings. 

 The Bible couldn’t be clearer.  It opens with the command from God that 

humans have been given a vegan diet from the very beginning.  In Genesis 1:29-30 

we are clearly told, ‘And God said, “Behold, I have given you every herb bearing 

seed, which is upon the face of all of the earth, and every tree, in which is the fruit of 

a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for food.  And to every beast of the earth, and 

to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps upon the earth, wherein there is 

life, I have given every herb for food”.’ 

 Even after God had expelled Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden, He 

commands them to eat a vegan diet.  In Genesis 3:18-19 he says, ‘thou shalt eat the  
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herb of the field: in the sweat of thy face thou shalt eat bread, till thou return unto the 

ground’. 

 When the sixth commandment says ‘Thou shalt not kill’, why do we assume 

this only applies to humans and not all living creatures?  In Genesis 1:31 we are told 

that ‘God saw everything that he had made and, behold, it was very good’.  That’s 

everything – the whole creation, heaven and earth and all its plants and creatures – 

not just humans. 

 And when we are told to ‘do unto others as you would have done unto you’ on 

what basis do we exclude non-humans from those ‘others’? 

 To explain why they exclude non-humans from their definition of ‘others’, 

people often quote Genesis 9:2, God’s comment after the flood, when He says: ‘And 

the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth and upon 

every bird of the air, upon all that moves upon the earth, and upon the fishes of the 

sea; into your hand are they delivered’.  And in Genesis 9:3, ‘Every moving thing 

that lives shall be meat for you; even as the green herb I have given you all things’.   

 This is the clear concession for a fallen people to eat meat.  It is the 

concession for a post lapsarian age. 

 So do we accept that we have lapsed and remain in this fallen state?  

Shouldn’t our task be to make an effort to rise above it and purify ourselves 

spiritually, to be like Jain spiritual conquerors?  The latter prophets suggest that we 

should, that we should work towards achieving a new peaceable kingdom.  Hosea 

takes us back to Genesis when he says in Hosea 2:18, ‘And in that day I make a 

covenant for them with the beasts of the field and with the birds of heaven, and with 

the creeping things of the ground: and I will break the bow and the sword and the 

battle out of the earth, and will make them lie down safely’. 
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 Isaiah famously talks of 

the wolf dwelling with the lamb 

and the leopard lying down with 

the kid. ‘The lion shall eat straw 

like an ox’ and ‘they shall not 

hurt or destroy in all my holy 

kingdom’ (Isaiah 11:6-9).  He 

says (Isaiah 66:3) ‘He that kills 

an ox is as if he slew a man: he 

that sacrifices a lamb, as if he 

cut off a dog’s neck’.  And 

Hosea says, regarding sacrifice 

(Hosea 6:6) ‘For I desire love 

not sacrifice, the knowledge of 

God, rather than burnt 

offerings’. 

 

Christianity 

But what about what Jesus says?  The references to animals in the New Testament 

are most noticeable by their absence.  In his speech to the SARX Conference, 

published in the last edition of The Ark, Bishop Arnold said, ‘The Gospels are far 

from ‘complete’ in the sense that Jesus was ministering in a particular place, at a 

particular time.  He did not speak about war or any justification for war.  He said 

nothing directly about the sanctity of life, medical ethics or, for that matter, social 

media’. 

 Indeed, there were no factory farms or animals in laboratories, or any of those 

things that we consider major moral issues today.  Animals in the Roman arena, 

which we might consider a horrendous issue of the day, were a good distance away 

from the place where Jesus ministered at that time.  However, there was one form of 

animal abuse that Jesus was only too well aware of, and that was the slaughterhouse.  

This was, at the time, the temple in Jerusalem, which made Jesus so angry that he 

turned the tables over and drove out the animals. Was he only angry that his father’s 

house had become a den of thieves when he drove those animals out, or was he also 

angry at the slaughter of the innocent?  In Matthew 12:7 he quotes Hosea 6:6 ‘I 

desire mercy, not sacrifice, acknowledgement of God, not burnt offerings’ when he 

says ‘If you had known what these words meant, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice” you 

would not have condemned the innocent’.  In the Ebionites’ gospel, Jesus is recorded 

as saying, ‘I have come to abolish sacrifice, and if you do not cease from sacrificing, 

the wrath of God will not cease from you!’ 
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 Then we have the perennial question - was Jesus a vegetarian?  We don’t 

know but the debate is always an interesting one.  The last supper, however, was 

significant, as it was the Passover when the Jews ate lamb, but Jesus and his 

disciples broke bread.  There is never any mention in the gospels of Jesus eating 

meat, although he is recorded as sharing fish amongst people on several occasions 

and of tasting a fish after the resurrection.  Some have argued that the fish he shared 

actually represented his wisdom, as the Greek word for fish is ICTHUS, an acronym 

in Greek for ‘Jesus Christ, Son of God and Saviour’. 

 

Analysis of the Problem 

So why do so many followers of the monotheistic faiths think it is acceptable to 

carry on living a post lapsarian life?  Why don’t they all strive to return to life 

before the fall and strive for the peaceable kingdom? Why do they have such a lazy 

acceptance of this concession?  

  

  

Stained glass window at Buckfast Abbey, Devon,  

depicting Jesus breaking bread at the Last Supper 
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 Firstly, Churches don’t think about, let alone teach, the relevance of God’s 

commands in Genesis, initially to eat a vegan diet and then the concession to a lapsed 

people to eat meat, followed by the call by the later prophets, such as Isaiah and 

Hosea, to return to a peaceable kingdom.  Secondly, nothing has been recorded in the 

gospels of the New Testament about Jesus teaching compassion towards animals, 

mainly as it was not an issue at that time and place, except perhaps for the example 

of Jesus turning over the tables at the temple.  Thirdly, we know that, despite the 

great compassion shown to animals by the early Christian saints during the first 

thousand years of Christianity, all this was overturned by the teachings of Saint 

Thomas Aquinas, who based his teachings on those of Aristotle, who said that only 

man had reason and therefore only man had a soul. 

 

Resolving the Problem 

For the sake of the suffering of the 60 billion animals a year reared for slaughter for 

meat and its associated effects on the environment, climate change, pollution, third 

world poverty and world health we cannot let this go on.  For the sake of the souls of 

the billions of people causing this disaster, we cannot let this go on. 

 The whole area of the effects of meat eating on the environment, climate 

change, pollution, third world poverty and world health is a huge and critical topic in 

itself, which I won’t go into here, but would certainly recommend further reading on 

the subject. Philip Lymbery’s ‘Farmageddon’ and ‘Dead Zone’ and also Lisa 

Kemmerer’s ‘Eating Earth’ are very much worth reading.  Instead, I shall focus on 

how we can change people of faith’s attitude towards meat eating from a faith 

perspective. 

 Many people from the monotheistic faiths refrain from harming animals 

because they find it abhorrent to do so, but few believe that their faith requires them 

to.  Some believe that their faith commands them, not only to eat animals, but to eat 

certain types of animals which have to be slaughtered in certain prescribed ways. Our 

task is to educate and make people aware of the Bible’s teachings on how we treat 

animals – the commands to eat a vegan diet in Genesis and the call of the latter 

prophets towards a peaceable kingdom.  We must share the latter teachings and 

examples of saints who demonstrate this compassion towards animals.  We must 

share the wisdom that other faiths have to offer, such as Jainism, on our relationship 

with nature and other sentient creatures. 

 The Qur’an 6:38 says ‘All the beasts that roam the earth and all the birds that 

soar on high are communities like your own.  We have left none of them out of the 

Book.  Before their Lord they shall be gathered all’.  Mohammad is recorded as 

saying in the Bukkari Hadith 3:646 ‘Yes, there is a reward for acts of charity to every 

beast alive’ and ‘Whoever kills a sparrow or anything bigger without a just cause, 

Allah will hold him accountable on the day of judgement’. 
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The Catholic Tradition 

Many Christian saints cared for and were cared for by animals, they saved them 

from hunters and gave them protection. St John of Chrysostom said ‘The saints are 

exceedingly loving and gentle to mankind and even to brute beasts… Surely we 

ought to show them great kindness and gentleness for many reasons, but above all, 

because they are the same origin as ourselves’.  There is a huge volume of stories 

and teachings about the saints who loved animals, which is a subject too big for 

today but which I recommend the CCA website for further information. 

 We have quotes from great Popes to refer to.  In 1567 Pope Pius V issued the 

Papal Bull ‘De Salute Gregis Dominici’ condemning and prohibiting bull fighting, 

describing it as ‘a spectacle for demons rather than men’.  (The full wording of this 

is published in the latest edition of Animal Spirit magazine which can be 

downloaded from the AIA website).  In the Corpus Juris Canonici of 1582, a very 

clear statement is made against hunting: ‘Esau was a hunter because he was a 

sinner; and in the Holy Scriptures we do not find a single holy man being a hunter’. 

 The Catechism of the Catholic Church 2416 says, ‘Animals are God’s 

creatures.  He surrounds them with his providential care.  By their mere existence 

they bless him and give him glory.  Thus men owe them kindness.  We should recall 

the greatness with which saints like St Francis of Assisi and St Philip Neri treated 

animals’.  

St Kevin 
St Jerome 
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 Finally we have Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’: On Care for our 

Common Home in which he embraces our interdependence on the natural world in a 

manner very similar to the Jains, and he makes a great number of statements against 

cruelty to animals.  For example:  

 LS: 42 ‘Because all creatures are connected, each must be cherished with 

love and respect, for all of us as living creatures are dependent on one another’. 

 LS: 67 ‘We must forcefully reject the notion that our being created in God’s 

image and given dominion over the earth justifies absolute domination over other 

creatures’. 

 LS: 68 ‘Clearly the Bible has no place for a tyrannical anthropocentrism 

unconcerned for other creatures’. 

 He even talks of us leading creatures back to the Creator in LS: 83, ‘Human 

beings, endowed with intelligence and love, and drawn by the fullness of Christ, are 

called to lead all creatures back to their Creator’. 

 In LS: 84 he says ‘Our insistence that each human being is an image of God 

should not make us overlook the fact each creature has its own purpose.  None is 

superfluous’.   
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Conclusion 

In conclusion, our religions are based on a rich tradition of the acknowledgement of 

our interrelationship with the natural world and our compassion towards all sentient 

beings.  At this critical time in our world’s history, it is more important than ever 

that we embrace those rich teachings.  In order to change attitudes and peoples’ 

destructive behaviour towards the Earth and her creatures, we need to spread the 

message of these rich teachings.   

 Through their publications and social media, the faith-based animal welfare 

organisations are trying to do this.  The Animal Interfaith Alliance does this through 

its magazine Animal Spirit, Catholic Concern for Animals does this through its 

magazine The Ark, and the Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals does this 

through its magazine Animal Watch.  Other member organisations of the Animal 

Interfaith Alliance, who are also promoting their faiths’ teachings on animals, 

include the Bhagvatinandji Education & Health Trust, the Christian Vegetarian 

Association, Dharma Voices for Animals (Buddhist), the Institute of Jainology, 

Islamic Concern, the Jewish Vegetarian Society, the Mahavir Trust (Jain), the 

Oshwal Association of the UK (Jain), Quaker Voices for Animals, the Romeera 

Foundation (Jain), the Sadhu Vaswani Centre (Hindu), Veerayatan: Compassion in 

Action (Jain) and the Young Jains. 

 Their work in changing attitudes by making the members of their own faiths 

aware of their faiths’ actual teachings on compassion for animals, is vital for the 

sake of the 60 billion animals who suffer each year in factory farms, long distance 

transport and slaughter, not to mention 

the animals trapped in laboratories, 

zoos and circuses and all manner of 

cruel conditions inflicted on them by 

mankind.   

 By making people aware that 

their faiths actually promote kindness 

to animals rather than treat the issue as 

an irrelevant side issue, these 

organisations have the power to change 

the world.  But they need your support, 

so please support your faiths’ animal 

welfare organisation and also the 

interfaith movement which brings them 

together, making their voices stronger 

together and promoting interfaith 

harmony and a peaceful world. 

  

Isaiah 
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MAINTAINING UK ANIMAL WELFARE AFTER BREXIT 

 

Lorraine Platt is the Co-founder of the Conservative Animal Welfare Foundation 

(CAWF) which is a voluntary group and works with the Conservative Party to 

advance animal welfare. She is also the Co-founder of Blue Fox (Conservatives 

Against Fox Hunting) which successfully defended the Hunting Act when it was 

threatened with repeal and Blue Badger which campaigns to prevent the badger cull. 

She is a trustee and former vice-chair of the League Against Cruel Sports. Now 

CAWF is defending EU animal welfare when it is transposed into UK law following 

Brexit, seizing opportunities to improve upon these laws and seeking new legislation 

to advance animal welfare.. 

 

BY LORRAINE PLATT 

 

A nimal welfare is an increasing concern amongst 

the general public, who frequently look to 

Government to take the lead in both maintaining and 

improving standards. 

 The Conservative Animal Welfare Foundation 

(CAWF) was established in 2016 to raise awareness of the 

lives of billions of animals reared on intensive farms 

around the world, and how this impacts upon animal 

welfare, the environment, and people’s health.  The truth is 

that while progress is being made, we could be doing a lot 

more to improve animal welfare. Our Patrons include Lady Gale and Conservative 

MPs Sir Roger Gale, Sir David Amess and Henry Smith, the Co- Chairman of the All

-Party Group for Animal Welfare (APGAW) in the House of Commons.  

 In 2016 the UK decided by a vote of 52 per cent to 48 per cent to leave the 

European Union (EU). It is important to ensure that animal welfare is not 

compromised as part of the process to leave the EU and that opportunities are taken 

to improve existing policies and standards.  

 44 animal welfare laws have been agreed at the EU level.  Around 80 per cent 

of UK animal welfare legislation originates from the EU with over 40 laws relevant 

to animal welfare. These laws cover all four groups of animals: farm, research, 

wildlife and companion, and span over 40 years. The Conservative Animal Welfare 

Foundation would like to see all 44 laws maintained at the very least.  

 

Maintaining EU Animal Welfare Standards after Brexit  

Many of the regulations that protect our environment come from the EU and will 

soon no longer apply in Britain, even if we stay in the Single Market. We ask the  
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Government to make sure that UK environmental and animal welfare legislation 

remains as strong as it currently is. We would like to see the Government 

immediately transcribe into UK law the EU Nature directives that we might 

otherwise lose: the Birds Directive and the Habitats Directive.  As part of the EU/

UK negotiation, the UK accept all the present EU laws in the acquis that sets 

standards for animal welfare. This includes the recognition of animals as sentient 

beings in UK law when we leave the EU. 

 

Farm Animals 

The largest body of legislation concerns farm animals with 18 relevant EU laws 

adopted.  Many of the UK’s food and farming policies have been shaped at EU level 

and our Government now has the opportunity to redefine these policies. We have 

the power to frame our own farming policies to advance farm animal welfare, 

implement higher standards than those under the EU laws, protect the environment 

and promote healthier public diets to combat heart disease, diabetes and obesity. 

 The impact that the Brexit decision will have for our food and farming is 

hugely uncertain. Opportunities to help advance animal welfare must be seized. We 

presented our Conservative Animal Welfare Foundation document for the Prime 

Minister at No.10 on the important implications of Brexit and animal welfare in 

January with our Patron Sir Roger Gale MP with a signed letter from our Patrons 

Lady Suzy Gale, Sir David Amess MP and Henry Smith MP, Co -Chairman of the  

  

(Left to right) CAWF Co-founders Chris and Lorraine Platt at No10 with  

CAWF Patron Sir Roger Gale MP in January 2017 
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All-Party Group for Animal Welfare in the House of Commons. Our proposals 

urged for the UK to accept all the present EU laws in the acquis that set standards 

for animal welfare.  Our Patron Sir Roger Gale said: ‘It is a priority that there is not 

a reduction in animal welfare standards at the expense of a drive for new profitable 

economic trade deals. Conservative Animal Welfare Foundation recognises the 

inevitable questions - what will Brexit mean for animal welfare and the importance 

of ensuring that laws protecting animals remain as tough - if not tougher - once the 

UK leaves the EU’. 

 In the US, it’s perfectly legal to ‘wash’ butchered chicken in chlorinated 

water.  Synthetic hormones are considered safe, and intensively reared beef cattle 

and dairy cows are often implanted with them.  The UK must insist on the inclusion 

in new trade agreements of a clause requiring imports to meet UK animal welfare 

standards on meat and processed products. 

 We call for a move away from intensive farming to free range systems and 

for a halt to the zero-grazing of dairy cows. We believe the Government should 

provide incentives to farmers to keep cows in pasture-based systems.  We call for 

the phase out of enriched cages for laying hens. The UK must require the 

replacement of confined pig farrowing crates with free farrowing systems. Farm 

animals in intensive farms are crammed together in sheds and are de-beaked, 

castrated, tails docked, de-horned and have their teeth clipped, artificially 

inseminated and their mating is controlled. The animals not only endure these 

painful procedures but also suffer from fear and stress. The fact that animals can 

suffer psychologically is acknowledged by European Union law which recognizes 

farm animals as sentient beings, as having the capacity to suffer.  Mutilations can 

and should be avoided by better breeding, appropriate enriched environments and  

Cows should be kept in pasture-based 

systems after Brexit 
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improved management and nutrition.  Intensively reared farm animals are controlled 

in every aspect and denied their natural behaviour to form bonds with their young 

and with each other. They have little space to move around and never smell fresh air 

or feel a blade of grass beneath their feet. There are alternatives to crates and such 

barren environments. 

 The introduction of methods of production-labelling of meat and dairy 

products would indicate the farming method employed. We know this can have a 

significant impact upon consumer behaviour just as compulsory labelling on egg 

provenance allowed consumers to know how their eggs were produced and the sales 

of free range eggs increased and now account for around 52 per cent of eggs 

produced in the UK. 

 

Opportunities for Enhancing Animal Welfare beyond EU standards 

Leaving the EU provides opportunities to go further where there is existing 

legislation. For example, prohibiting the slaughter of farm animals without stunning 

is already prohibited in three other EU countries. We support the British Veterinary 

Association’s position on non- stun slaughter. 

  We urge for better public procurement that only uses meat, milk and eggs 

that have been produced humanely and sustainably in the UK. We encourage less 

and better meat and dairy consumption as this would give us healthier lives, reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions, help restore the environment and feed the growing world 

population. Reduced consumption of meat and dairy products would enable 

sufficient animals to be farmed using higher welfare standards.  

 

Mandatory CCTV in Slaughterhouses  

We are delighted that the Government’s manifesto from May 2017 now includes 

commitments to introduce mandatory CCTV in all slaughterhouses and steps to 

control the export of live animal exports. In August 2017 we welcomed 

Environment Secretary Michael Gove’s historic announcement for mandatory 

CCTV in all slaughterhouses.  We campaigned hard for the introduction of CCTV in 

slaughterhouses.  We have had two meetings with Farming Minister, George Eustice 

on mandatory CCTV in all slaughterhouses and more farm animal welfare 

proposals. We called for mandatory CCTV in our Conservative Animal Welfare 

Foundation election manifesto which we sent to all Ministers and the manifesto 

team in April this year. Our Patron, Henry Smith MP, led a debate urging for 

mandatory CCTV in all slaughterhouses to help lessen animal suffering. Our MP 

Patrons talked on the need for CCTV in January’s Westminster Hall debate on farm 

animal welfare after the UK leaves the EU, led by Theresa Villiers.  Sir Roger Gale 

urged for CCTV in all slaughterhouses at last November’s Westminster Hall debate 

on CCTV in equine slaughterhouses. 
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Live Exports 

We applaud Secretary of State Michael Gove’s recent words: ‘If we leave the 

European Union, we can take steps, for example, on live animal exports that ensure 

that standards of animal welfare are higher than ever before, so we can have a Green 

Brexit that ensures that Britain is an environmental leader’. 

 Conservative Animal Welfare Foundation urges an end to long distance live 

animal exports. As the UK will soon no longer be bound by the EU’s free trade 

rules, the Government should ban the live export trade which, over the years, has 

caused immense suffering to our animals.  Thousands of UK sheep are exported 

each year on long journeys to France.  UK calves are also exported and travel as far 

afield as Spain, despite the fact that scientific research shows that young calves 

suffer greatly during long journeys. We believe animals should be slaughtered as 

close as possible to their place of birth and live transport should be replaced by a 

trade in meat. We urge the Government to introduce a Bill in Parliament to ban live 

exports so that the ban is ready to come into force on the day that the UK leaves the 

EU.  We want people to speak up for the voiceless and tell the world: ‘Animals Are 

Not Freight’. 

 

Animal Experimentation 

In our document Brexit: Opportunities for Animal Welfare, we call for the 

Government to increase funding directed towards developing and promoting 

validated alternatives to animal experiments and to end the use of primates, cats and 

dogs in research.  We call on them to put rules on the harm-benefit assessment of 

animal experiments out to public consultation to prevent trivial research, to ban 

experiments causing severe pain and to require animal research establishments to 

publish strategies for reducing the numbers of animals used. 

 

Pet Travel 

The decision to leave the EU provides a good opportunity to review, amend and 

strengthen the legislation governing pet travel and disease control. The Pet Travel 

Scheme (PETS) was changed in 2012 to further harmonise travel across Europe. 

This resulted in a relaxation of the UK’s quarantine controls.  Defra figures show 

that the number of dogs entering Great Britain via PETS increased by 61 per cent in 

the first year of controls being relaxed. 

 

Fur Imports 

It is possible that Regulations made by the EU which ban the importation by 

Member States of animal products originating from cat and dog fur would no longer 

have effect in the UK. The UK may therefore be free to import these products again 

unless legislation is passed banning such importation of these products.  This will be 
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a policy decision for the UK Parliament and Government. We urge for the imports of 

products containing cat and dog fur to remain banned. We further call for all fur 

imports and foie gras to be banned. Fur farms and farms producing foie gras are 

banned in the UK but we still allow the import of these items. 

 

Other Issues  

We further call for the UK to continue to set its own standards in those areas that are 

not covered by the EU such as the Hunting Act 2004 legislation, fur farming, animal 

cruelty sentencing, and the sale and breeding of domestic animals. We continue to 

urge the Government to end the badger culls and focus on bio-security and stricter 

cattle movement controls instead. 

 We support a ban on snares. Snares are prohibited in most of the countries of 

the EU but the UK is one of only five EU countries to still allow the free use of 

snares. 

 We would like to see the Government implement the total ban on the use of 

wild animals in circuses, commit to long-term funding of the National Wildlife 

Crime Unit, introduce a statutory close season for hares, which are a priority 

species, and for the Government to actively oppose the dog meat trade.  We welcome 

the announcement on stronger sentencing for animal cruelty, implement a central 

database for tracking racing greyhounds from birth to retirement, to death, introduce 

a statutory requirement for tracks, trainers and owners to rehome all racing 

greyhounds and end industry self-regulation.  Greyhound racing is only legal in eight 

countries, including the UK.  

  We support the ban on third party sales of dogs. Dogs should be only 

available from licensed regulated breeders or approved re-homing organisations.  

 A total ban on ivory sales in the UK is needed.  We support an enquiry into 

the commercial driven shoots of live birds as targets for sport shooting, looking 

specifically at the animal welfare, economic and ecological impacts of this ‘sport’. 

 

Animal Protection Commission 

We would welcome the creation of an Animal Protection Commission (APC) for 

animal welfare to be factored into decisions on trade agreements. 

 Conservative Animal Welfare Foundation will host a joint parliamentary 

reception to help advance farm animal welfare and protect the environment with the 

Conservative Environment Network in December 2017. MP Speakers include Sir 

Roger Gale, Zac Goldsmith and Henry Smith, the Chairman of the All-Party Group 

for Animal Welfare in the Commons.  MPs and Ministers are invited. 

 Whatever happens in the changing political landscape after the UK leaves the 

EU, it is always necessary to continue to speak out for better animal welfare. We 

welcome all support.  www.conservativeanimalwelfarefoundation.org  

http://www.conservativeanimalwelfarefoundation.org
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CCA JOINS EUROGROUP FOR ANIMALS 

 

BY BARBARA GARDNER 

 

T his year, CCA has become a member 

of Eurogroup for Animals, a coalition 

of animal welfare groups across Europe 

which is based in Brussels and campaigns at 

the European level for animal welfare 

legislation and it’s proper enforcement. In 

June, CCA CE, Chris Fegan and I attended the Eurogroup conference and AGM in 

Brussels and had the privilege of taking part in it’s strategy setting process and 

voting at the AGM. Chris has also joined Eurogroup’s Brexit working party which 

will be working on ways to ensure that UK animal welfare legislation is not diluted 

during the Brexit process and that opportunities are seized for improving animal 

welfare in the UK. 

 

Eurogroup’s Vision - Animals will only truly be respected as sentient beings across 

all 28 Member States if comprehensive and effective EU legislation is in place. 

Eurogroup strives for the EU to adopt a One Welfare approach that values animal 

and human welfare equally. 

 

Eurogroup’s Mission - Eurogroup’s primary focus is to improve animal welfare as 

quickly as possible by lobbying EU institutions to deliver better legislation and 

enforcement. As the only pan-European umbrella organisation for animal welfare, it 

directs the national influence of each of our members into a powerful group network, 

creating opportunities for change across Europe that cannot be achieved individually. 

Eurogroup’s mission has three strands: 

 

1.  Representing civil society  

2.  Campaigning to drive change  

3.  Fostering cohesion, exchanging best practices and disseminating knowledge  

 

History 

Recognising that many animal welfare issues, such as live exports, can only be dealt 

with at a European level, the RSPCA set up Eurogroup for Animals in the early 

1980’s to tackle these European animal welfare issues within the EU.  This was 

initiated by CCA’s scientific advisor, Dr Richard Ryder who was the RSPCA Chair 

at the time . Eurogroup has largely been funded by the RSPCA, but in recent years it 

has looked to its other member organisations for financial support. 
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Eurogroup’s Key Achievements (with other  major  animal welfare organisations) 

 

1983 - Ban on imports of baby seal skins 

1986 - Directive on Animal Experimentation 

1991 - Leg-hold traps prohibited in the EU 

1993 - Revised Slaughter Directive 

1993 - 6th amendment to Cosmetics Directive 

1993 - European Centre for Validation of Alternative Methods (ECVAM) set up 

1995 - New transport rules for farm animals 

1997 - Ban on veal crates 

1998 - Zoo Directive 

1998 - Ban on the use of driftnets 

1998 - Protocol on animal welfare in the Amsterdam Treaty  

1999 - Ban on the use of battery cages for chickens 

2001 - Ban on sow stalls 

2003 - 7th Amendment to the Cosmetics Directive 

2005 - Animal transport rules introduced 

2006 - First Animal Welfare Action Plan 

2007 - Ban on the import of wild caught wild birds 

2009 - EU ban on the trade in seal products 

2010 - European declaration on the alternatives to surgical castration of pigs 

2010 - Council conclusions on cats and dogs 

2012 - Practical guidelines to assess fitness for transport of adult bovines published 

2013 - Animal welfare included in Free Trade Agreement with Chile 

2013 - Alternative of non-animal test methods in research 

2015 - Animal health law 
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OXFORD CENTRE FOR ANIMAL ETHICS  - SUMMER SCHOOL 2017 

THE ETHICS OF FUR 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH RESPECT FOR ANIMALS 

O n 23rd – 26th July 2017, The Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics held its 

summer school at St Stephen’s House, Oxford in partnership with Respect 

for Animals on the subject ‘The Ethics of Fur’. 

 Every year more than 60 million animals are killed and sold by the 

international fur industry. It represents one of the largest uses of animals today. The 

Summer School examined the ethics of the treatment of animals killed for their fur 

worldwide, including trapping, hunting, killing, and ‘farming’ of animals.  They also 

considered the use of animal fur products in fashion globally. 

 Papers were invited from academics worldwide on any aspect relating to the 

ethics of fur, including philosophical and religious ethics, historical, anthropological, 

legal, psychological, scientific, and sociological perspectives. Topics included the 

nature of animal suffering in fur production, the international trade in animal fur, 

methods of killing, the environmental consequences of the international fur industry, 

the use of fur in fashion, the role of international business, the media promotion of 

fur, changing legislation, especially in the European Union, and strategies for change. 
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 The Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics was founded in 2006 and pioneers 

ethical perspectives on animals through academic research, teaching, and 

publication. See www.oxfordanimalethics.com. 

 St Stephen’s House, where the summer school was held, is an Anglican 

Theological College and a Hall of the University of Oxford. See 

www.ssho.ox.ac.uk/. 

 Respect for Animals Educational Trust, who sponsored the event, works 

internationally to raise awareness of the suffering inherent in the fur trade.  Its 

Director, Mark Glover, is the recipient of the Lord Erskine award from the RSPCA. 

Further information about Respect for Animals can be found at 

www.respectforanimals.co.uk/home/. 
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CIWF & WWF EXTINCTION AND LIVESTOCK CONFERENCE 

 

BY BARBARA GARDNER 

O n 5th & 6th October 2017 Compassion in World Farming (CIWF) and the 

World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) held their ground-breaking Extinction 

and Livestock Conference at the QEII Centre in Westminster, London.  The 

conference brought together animal welfare organisations and environmental 

organisations to highlight both the cruelty and the unsustainability of large-scale 

factory farming and to suggest solutions to prevent the imminent threat of 

Farmageddon. 

 The first session, chaired by Joy Carter, the Vice Chancellor of the University 

of Winchester, set the planetary scene. The second session, chaired by Stanley 

Johnson, environmentalist, politician and author, highlighted the impacts of livestock 

production on the natural world, while the third session, chaired by Sir David 

Madden, former British Ambassador, highlighted the impacts of livestock production 

on societies.  The fourth session was divided into three parallel sessions to look at 

policy solutions that worked for people and the planet, animals, and the future, 

respectively.  On day two, the fifth session was chaired by Jeremy Wates, the 

Secretary General of the European Environment Bureau (EEB) and was entitled 

‘Moving to flourishing food systems’. The sixth session, chaired by Joyce D’Silva, 

CIWF’s Ambassador Emeritus, concerned healthy eating and was entitled ‘healthy 

people, healthy planet’, while the seventh and final session was about future food 

Katherine Richardson, Professor of 

Biological Oceanography at the 

University of Copenhagen and leader 

of the Sustainability Science Centre. 
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 There was an array of high profile key speakers, 

including CIWF’s own Chief Executive, Philip 

Lymbery and their Chief Policy Advisor, Peter 

Stevenson; WWF’s Executive Director of Global 

Programmes, Glyn Davies; Martin Palmer, Secretary 

General of Alliance of Religions and Conservation 

(ARC); John Webster, Professor Emeritus at the 

University of Bristol; Don Broom, Emeritus Professor 

of Animal Welfare at Cambridge University; Tony 

Juniper, former Executive Director of Friends of the 

Earth and many others, including some by video link, 

such as Dr Jane Goodall DBE. Finally there were 

speakers who had set up businesses to help resolve the 

problems, such as Martia Lettini, director of Farm 

Animal Investment Risk and Return (FAIRR) which 

invests only in ethical farming practices; Kevin 

Brennan, CEO of Quorn Foods Ltd and Seth Goldman, 

Executive Chair of Beyond Meat, whose burger CIWF 

patron, Joanna Lumley, is pictured tasting.  Delicious 

vegan food was served throughout the two days of the 

conference.   

 The conference marked the beginning of a new 

movement for a humane and sustainable future, a 

turning point away from the imminent farmageddon of large-scale agriculture and 

factory farming.  For further details see www.extinctionconference.com. 

CIWF CE, Philip 

Lymbery 

Joanna Lumley, 

CIWF Patron, 

tasting a ‘Beyond 

Meat’ burger 

Dr Jane Goodall DBE 
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COMPASSION FATIGUE IN ANIMAL WELFARE 

A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

Rev. Christa Blanke is the founder of Animals’ Angels, an organisation which 

monitors, reports on and campaigns against conditions in animal transport across 

Europe and beyond.  She is only too familiar with the stress caused by working 

closely to such cruelty and here she shares some of her experiences and provides 

resources to help others suffering stress from such work. 

 

BY REV. CHRISTA BLANKE 

 

I  founded Animals' Angels (AA) in 1996. In 2010 I 

experienced a severe burnout. I then spent four weeks in 

a convent working in the garden as a spiritual experience. I 

recovered, changed my crucifying schedule and reduced my 

working hours.  

 To avoid further compassion fatigue since then I 

regularly met with a psychiatrist and Eye Movement 

Desensitization and Reprocessing (EMDR) therapist, who is 

also a highly respected university lecturer. She was entrusted 

by the United Nations (UN) with evaluation of the condition of women raped in 

Kosovo.  Many of her patients are social workers working abroad or soldiers or war 

correspondents returning home. She pointed out to me what damage the many bloody 

and brutal experiences I witnessed actually did to my soul, what resources might help 

me to cope and how I could go on.  After several years of talking to her, I would like 

to offer the following insights, based on my own experiences and those of Animals’  

Angels inspectors. 

 

1.  Animal welfare inspectors who experience cruelty towards animals in poor 

countries or during international transport need to be compared with war 

correspondents if we want to understand what they are going through.  They suffer 

from similar symptoms and a special version of compassion fatigue based on the fact 

that their charges are usually seen as ‘only animals’ in a world where so many people 

suffer.   

 

2.  It is no use telling truly compassionate animal welfare people to stop a certain self

-destructive behaviour resulting in compassion fatigue.  They will not listen.  It is 

their heart's desire to help animals and there are always too few taking on the load of 

misery. So everyone is very much needed and to withdraw oneself in order to 

recuperate feels like treason.  Whoever tells them to STOP will lose their trust.  
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3.  It is much more constructive to look for useful resources.  Even the most worn 

out and absolutely exhausted person has resources within them which can be found 

and activated. Once we become aware of them, these resources can surely assist 

healing and sometimes even counteract compassion fatigue. It is productive and 

often quite surprising to look for these support tools in people's present and past. 

With Animal Welfare people, resources often turn out to be animals – past beloved 

companions, animals in literature, animal related fantasies etc. It really is rewarding 

to dig into these treasure troves. 

 

4. EMDR has proved to  be an impor tant tool for  erasing sad and disturbing 

memories, when handled with care and competence. As far as my reading taught me, 

it is a well-researched fact today that to relive brutalities 

during therapy will only reinforce the trauma and is not a 

good idea. Current research shows that ‘to forget’ is 

helpful and should be valued as something very effective 

our brain offers us in order to survive. I have had quite a 

few EMDR treatments and always felt a sort of reset of my 

brain, with immediate beneficial consequences for my 

bodily wellbeing, i.e. better sleep, fewer headaches etc. 

This method can be misused like everything else, but done 

with care and professionalism it is short, not 

psychologically painful and very, very effective. It can 

help to forget and to function as super self-protection. As a method it will actively 

disconnect certain painful connections in the brain.  

 

5.  Animal welfare people have a special type of stress to cope with, in addition to 

the compassion fatigue which humanitarian work often inflicts on people. In some 

countries (and Germany sadly belongs here), animal welfare work is considered very 

unimportant and therefore social prestige of animal welfare people is low.  I have the 

impression this is different in the UK, but it surely is an issue in many European 

countries and worldwide. It can add tremendously to the stress animal welfare 

inspectors already have, when they are treated by their peers with indignation or are 

openly despised by others. So when dealing with compassion fatigue in animal 

welfare we need to take this aspect into consideration. Everyone needs other people's 

esteem – and animal welfare people are no exception.  

 Quite a few of our inspectors encounter hostility from their own families for 

their veganism and their work. One way we try to counteract this at Animals' Angels 

is by distributing some of the lovely letters and e-mails we get from our supporters 

directly to our inspectors, whereas formerly they were dealt with by the office staff.    

————————— 

Animal Welfare people 

should be told to be 

proud of working as 

‘helpers’ at the ethical 

forefront of society. 

They live a future yet to 

come.  

————————— 
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6.  For Animals' Angels I established certain rules and did my very best to enforce   

them in order to prevent compassion fatigue: 

 

- Inspectors are very well paid, which is unusual in Germany, for those employed 

in animal welfare salaries are low; people unthinkingly expect them to work for 

free.  So they can pay for some luxuries like a private music lesson, a cleaning 

woman or a dog-sitter for their own animals while they are on the road and thus 

have one worry less.  

 

- Inspectors are under contractual obligation to take their holidays and will have 

a problem if they use their holidays for other animal welfare work. 

 

- Inspectors get financial help for psychotherapy and extended leave, for 

example, to attend a clinic. 

 

- Inspectors will be severely reprimanded if it is discovered that they try to boost 

their own importance in the animal rights movement by showing pictures of 

cruelty to animals to others.  Animals' Angels does not tolerate this for ethical 

reasons and to protect the staff from their own stupidity if they reinforce the 

horror. 

 

Lately, animal welfare inspectors have to face a new problem: the constant stream of 

e-mails to and from others, Facebook and the social media.  This seems to exhaust 

people even further. It removes them from the here and now, reinforces the bad 

experiences and adds to their own burden because they are constantly being 

confronted with evidence of ever increasing animal suffering. There is a certain 

vegan/vegetarian internet community who seem to delight in passing on bad news 

and pictures of atrocities in order to demonstrate their own moral superiority and 

importance.  

 We do not yet know how to deal with this phenomenon. So far, we only stress 

the dangers of this during staff meetings, but it is not something (young) people want 

to hear. Constant sms contact and constant browsing on the net definitely increases 

compassion fatigue because it weighs on an already overburdened body, mind and 

soul, with very sad consequences – as we discovered in Animals' Angels .   

 

7.  Solid research for decades has shown that people who are working for others, 

because their heart tells them to do so or because they have a special sense of justice, 

or for other ethical reasons, also have a hidden agenda i.e. something else driving 

them. This could be due, for instance, to a father like mine, who taught us from early 

on that a Christian simply has a duty to care for others. Or it could be because of an  
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injustice suffered at an early age resulting in the decision to prevent this happening 

to others… etc.  

 It is extremely helpful to make people conscious of this, because it takes the 

pressure off. For example, I do not have to satisfy my dearly beloved father in 

addition to working so hard for the animals but can discover him as one of my 

greatest resources, even if he never was an animal lover. And so I gain a new 

freedom in my own work for the animals. I am not asked to be a ‘Christian Saint’, 

especially not by my father.  

 We ‘helpers’ of course compensate for our own unfulfilled longings or 

insufficiencies by working for others who are less able to cope. This is no deficiency 

but a healthy attitude and should be valued by society, not criticized. There are so 

many more destructive ways of compensating.  Compensation can get destructive of 

course, but then we are dealing with a disease and professional treatment is needed. 

 Animal welfare people should be told to be proud of working as ‘helpers’ at 

the ethical forefront of society. They live a future yet to come. This knowledge is 

a very effective way of combating compassion fatigue. 
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ROMANIAN DOGS 

 

Lyn Flanders became involved with the plight of Eastern Europe’s dogs in 2012 

when she was made aware of them through Facebook.  Since then she has worked 

tirelessly with others to help as many as she can.  Here she explains the history of 

Romania’s poor treatment of their dogs, the situation today and the work of those 

trying to rescue them and educate people to improve the situation. 

 

BY LYN FLANDERS 

 

S tray dogs have been an issue in Romania forever. 

There was talk for the first time in the 19th century 

of eliminating them and after the 1806-1812 war 

with the Turks, the Russians occupied Romanian 

principalities and hired people to round them up and kill 

them. The people were ordered to keep their dogs on 

chains in their yards lest they be hunted down. Until then 

the problem was caused because households had no 

boundaries such as fences and so the dogs became 

everyone’s dogs.  Once the Russians left in 1812 the 

measure fell. 

 For foreigners, the sight of stray dogs everywhere was shocking, with packs 

of dogs roaming the cities after nightfall. A testimony of the 1850 talks of the dogs 

on the Dambovita, where there were lots of slaughterhouses and tanneries which 

threw away every piece of refuse into the river.  This attracted the dogs as it was 

their only source of food.  In 1852 cities started issuing ordinances against stray 

dogs. The first ‘shelter’ was built in response to the gruesome sight of them being 

killed. The first humanitarian arguments also emerged against the killing of dogs. 

Today there are dozens of so-called public shelters throughout the country which are 

positively grim concrete buildings without heat and with no beds or comfort of any 

sort.  

 In all subsequent historical periods, Romania failed to deal with the problem 

and, during Communism, the population exploded as the authorities razed whole 

neighbourhoods to erect blocks of flats and this issue continues today. Before the 

communist regime of Nicolai Ceausescu, most Romanians worked on farms, but his 

policies changed agricultural Romania into an urban society, complete with 

overcrowding and food shortages.  Rural families were forced to work in urban areas 

with a ban on taking their pets with them. 
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 Since Ceausescu’s execution in 1989, the dog population has grown into the 

millions.  Even today, 90 per cent, at least, of all Romanian dogs are not sterilised 

and are allowed to run freely, thereby increasing the population constantly. When the 

people go out to work they put their dogs out in the street. Life for dogs in Romania 

today has not improved greatly at all. Approximately 5 million puppies are born 

annually in rural Romania. Some are killed by their owners and others abandoned on 

the streets or in the woods.  They are unable to fend for themselves and many die 

from starvation or are killed on the roads.  Sadly, it is a common sight that many are 

left with fractures and disabilities. Many are treated with abject mindless cruelty, 

resulting in paws and other body parts being mutilated. They are thrown out like 

squashed beer cans and today an estimated 1.5 million homeless dogs roam. 

 

EU Funds are fuelling the problem 

Between 2001 and now, the animal controllers have killed hundreds of thousands of 

dogs by spending tens of millions of Euros in public funds, while the numbers have 

increased as the authorities quickly came to realise the profitability of the mere 

existence of strays. They erected grim public shelters throughout Romania with no 

heat, no beds and no comfort. The dogs exist in fear and trembling.  Many of the 

dominant dogs attack and kill the weak and ill. As in the 19th century, dog catchers 

are employed by the towns’ mayors to round up dogs. These thugs use cruel steel 

looped poles to throw dogs into the so called ‘shelters’ where they remain 

incarcerated, often for the rest of their lives and some for many, many years.  EU 

money funds this cruel practise by paying 50 Euros per dog to the dog catchers.  

Unless these dogs get a home offer from a more civilised country such as UK, 

Austria and Holland, they are doomed to a life of abject misery.  
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Action to Help the Romanian Dogs  

I became aware of the plight of the Eastern European strays in 2012 via Facebook. 

There are many pages in Facebook devoted to rescuers in Romania where a few 

animal lovers, usually young women and the occasional man, rescue as many dogs 

as they can from dreadful situations. They are confronted daily with the sight of 

these injured and maimed dogs and cats also. Usually poor themselves, they devote 

their lives to putting dogs and cats into private boarding until they are lucky enough 

to get a home offer. The dogs are then sterilised, inoculated and passported to 

enable each to a new life. This is funded by many sympathisers in the UK. 

Although money does help, the ultimate we can offer is a foster or permanent home. 

Each dog deserves such - after all, they did not ask to be born.  Fundraising for 

them never stops and we have continual auctions and sales of crafts, books etc. 

online. It is not only Romania that has a cruelty problem.  In 2012 I had an art 

exhibition at Pittenweem Arts Festival with all proceeds going to Serbia’s Forgotten 

Paws and Rudozem Street Dog Rescue of Bulgaria, both available on Facebook.  

The latter is run by a wonderful couple from England, Diana and Tony Rowles, 

who moved there with their family due to their compassion and pity for the poor 

Bulgarian dogs. These are just two examples of compassionate rescuers in countries 

with a record of extreme animal cruelty. 

  

The Rescue Work of Claire Revis 
 

In Scotland, a wonderful woman, 

Claire Louise Revis, has, over the past 

seven years, rescued and rehomed 

more than 600 Romanian strays.  I 

first met Claire when she lived in 

West Yorkshire.  Her monthly routine 

was to hire a big van and kit it out 

with crates to hold thirty dogs.  She 

would leave her house alone in the 

early morning to drive to Essex to 

meet the transporter bringing the dogs 

to the UK. She would then transfer 

them, one by one, to her van and 

return home to Yorkshire where they 

would be kennelled for the night and then, the next day, re-crated and brought up to 

Scotland. Most of these dogs would have home offers before travelling and Claire 

would single-handedly deliver each to their new homes en-route. As we lived in 

Central Scotland, Claire would use our home as a centre for prospective owners 

Claire with Colin 
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and they would arrive to pick up their dogs from our house. We had the chance to 

meet many dogs as well as the disabled cats which travelled everywhere with her. 

She has turned lives around for many weak, disabled and mutilated dogs, as well as 

those with emotional needs. She has given up a life of relative luxury to move to a 

rented house with fields which gives her dogs the space they need. We have seen 

them change from sad dejected souls into bouncing, playful dogs as they realise 

they are now in a secure and caring environment.  

 It is Claire’s ambition to run a dog sanctuary rather than a rehoming centre 

and she currently has 40 dogs at her rented home in Newton Mearns. Living happily 

together are many dogs that would otherwise be in dire conditions - dogs such as 

Colin, named after Claire’s dad. Colin was found at the side of a busy Romanian 

road with both front paws cut off. He has become used to walking on his cloth 

bound stumps in preference to the prosthetic legs Claire had custom made for him. 

Other dogs include Alfie, a large dog who bites, and Maxi, a small dog with an even 

bigger bite.  These dogs have been abused in the past and this is the sort of dog 

Claire wishes to help. One of her latest rescues is River Mori, so called as he was 

found in dreadful conditions in a broken down hut near the River Mori with barely 

an inch of fur on his back. He was in such bad shape and so afraid that he screamed 

when being rescued, as he had obviously suffered greatly at the hands of humans. 

After a few weeks in care he is a new dog, emotionally and physically, and has 

learned that kind hands can offer him food without any penalty.  It is amazing to see 

these dogs’ lives turned around and it is all thanks to Claire and her passion and 

compassion.  

River Mori before rescue 

River Mori after rescue 
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Lyn’s Rescue Work 

As well as assisting many dogs reach their new 

loving homes in the UK, I have personally given a 

home to three Romanian stray dogs and six cats. The 

first of these came to me in 2012 - a wonderful dog, 

a cross Tibetan Terrier/Bischon called Michael.  He 

was found wandering the streets of Bucharest, aged 

4 months and came to me at 7 months.  Despite his 

beautiful long haired cream coat and the most 

gorgeous dark eyes he was available for weeks 

awaiting a home offer. Such are the huge numbers 

of homeless dogs and the dearth of available homes 

that many never escape and some spend many years without any care at all.  Michael’s 

passage was booked to the UK for 30th September 2012 along with Moonlight cat and 

Annabelle kitten.  A puppy, cat and kitten on one day proved to be a very happy event 

and they easily fitted into our household of pets. Michael is the most wonderful dog – 

obedient and kind to all.  My second Romanian rescue dog, Bubu, was to join our 

household two years later. He was found in 2014 in the snow covered mountains near 

Brailla in very bad shape. He had been beaten by humans leaving him with brain 

damage - a disturbed dog who has learnt kindness and patience. He loves to sit on a 

lap facing his human with paws round the neck but, due to his nervous nature, we do 

warn other humans to allow him to approach them rather than the other way round. 

 In 2016 I saw a very beautiful but sad face on Facebook of a big dog who 

looked like a retriever and an appeal for a home. Prince was 13 years old and had been 

abandoned by his owner, thrown into a public shelter and, were it not for Iulia Stancu 

(a young compassionate woman rescuer with 120 dogs in private kennels), he would 

have pined away within the grim interior of the shelter. Prince had not walked for a 

whole year and my heart went out to him.  On arrival, we had to carry him into the 

house as he was so stiff that he could barely walk. With gentle massage and 

acupuncture from a visiting vet he is now as active as he can be and easily manages 

two or three walks a day. Unfortunately, the long journey to Scotland resulted in his 

stubbornness to never enter a car again and, no matter which journey we are to 

undertake, Prince remains happy and content at home. 

 I appeal to readers if you are thinking of having a dog, be it a single pet or an 

addition to your existing canine or feline friends.  Please consider a rescue dog, 

whether it be from abroad, thereby saving a life, or from one of our increasingly 

packed out shelters in the UK.  Facebook is a helpful source when choosing a new pet 

- Saving Romanian Strays is the title of Claire’s Facebook page. Claire Louise Revis 

can be contacted at Newton Mearns on 07766 252311. 

Prince’s sad face on 

Facebook  



   THE ARK                                                                                                       WINTER 2017 

51 

NEPAL FLOOD APPEAL 

 

Dear Editor, 

 As you know, Nepal suffered a lot in the 2015 earthquake, where more than 

9,000 people died and thousands of animals were killed. As we were working hard 

to rebuild the destructed parts of Nepal, again this year the massive flood hit the 

southern parts of the nation. The flood killed 157 people, with 29 still missing and 

45 injured.  Also, this flood killed 24,330 livestock and thousands are still suffering 

from high fever, injury, respiratory diseases, diarrhea and other illnesses.  

 Sneha’s Care team started a rapid response to help animals in need, being 

the first animal welfare organization to start.  Our team travelled around thousands 

of miles for medical support for the animals and villagers. As we know, this disaster 

was sudden and we had a very limited budget to support the flooded zone. We did 

our best with the limited budget and tried to help more and more animals.  In the last 

two weeks we treated 1,554 animals in seven villages of Siraha and Saptary district. 

Altogether, 35 districts are affected by the flood.  

 Still, there are thousands of animals especially goats, cows, and buffalo in the 

flood affected zone who need immediate treatment and support. Sneha’s Care team 

has planned to carry out the medication treatment camp in four of the most flood 

affected districts. We need lots of medicines and equipment for the treatment of 

animals. We are planning to reach as many animals as we can and, for that, we need 

more funds and in-kind support. Please try to support our cause and help more 

animals in the flooded zone.   Visit www.snehacare.org 

 Thank You! 

Rupak Koirala, Program Director, Sneha’s Care 

Flood rescue - Nepal 
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CCA-AUSTRALIA 

 

BY JOHN FRANCIS DRENNAN 

 

R ecent months have been very ‘quiet’ for us. By the 

time this is published we will, at least, have had our 

annual Mass and, on 28 October, our annual Blessing of 

the Animals, at both of which the celebrant will be our 

chaplain Bishop Hilton Deakin.  

 It is perhaps fitting that I should record here a few 

details and appreciation of the said Bishop. We were fortunate 

indeed, a couple of years ago, that he agreed to become our 

chaplain. His wisdom and experience, especially in the area of 

human rights, adds much to what we are as an organization, and to our standing and 

credibility.  

 Hilton Forrest Deakin AM, PhD, DD was ordained priest in 1958, and 

became Vicar-General of the Melbourne Archdiocese in 1987.  Six years later he 

was consecrated as Auxiliary Bishop and, until retirement in 2007, he was in charge 

of the South-eastern part of the archdiocese. He had completed his PhD in 

Anthropology at Monash University in 1977, his field study being related to his life-

long concern for Australia’s aborigines and their rights.  He also studied under the 

famous Claude Levi-Strauss in Paris and, for a time he taught Anthropology at the 

University of Melbourne. He co-ordinated the aboriginal section of the Eucharistic 

Congress in 1973, including a unique aboriginal Mass: I  remember it vividly.  

 Another main interest, concern and activity was to do with East Timor and its 

struggle for independence, as recorded in his recently launched book, which also 

serves as his autobiography. It is for his long-term and ongoing involvement with 

East Timor that he will probably in future be mainly remembered. In recognition of 

his human rights activities and achievements, he was awarded the AM (Member of 

the Order of Australia) and higher decorations from the government of East Timor. 

 At his consecration he was also appointed – and still remains – titular bishop 

of Murthlacum, a former Catholic diocese (in Banffshire, Scotland), a fact that may 

serve, at least symbolically, as a kind of link between Britain and his sphere of 

influence here in Australia.  

 Bishop Deakin’s involvement with, inter alia, both human and animal 

welfare/rights is a fitting and not unusual combination. It helps to give the lie to the 

misleading but often asserted notion that advocates of that second concern are 

neglectful of the first.  

  



   THE ARK                                                                                                       WINTER 2017 

53 

PET SERVICE AT ST ANDREWS CHURCH 

 

BY SALLY BROWN 

 

S t Andrews Church in Melton, Suffolk, held its annual pet service on 

Sunday morning, 17th September, in the Church garden.  We were slightly 

down in numbers due to a chilly wind and a forecast of possible showers, however, 

about 30 people turned up, some with pets, 

some with photographs of pets too old to attend 

and others who no longer owned pets.  

 It was a joyous occasion and all the furry 

members of the congregation behaved 

extremely well.  Due to the possibility of 

inclement weather there were no cats this year, 

just photographs.  One family staggered in with 

a very large cage of guinea pigs who were so 

busy munching on lettuce leaves they couldn’t 

have cared less where they were.  Dogs, as 

usual, accounted for most of the pets and there 

was much tail wagging and nose sniffing, to put 

it delicately. 

 Music was provided by a keyboard, a 

guitar and a flute.  One black Labrador had quite 

a nice singing voice, albeit in a different key to 

the choir. 

 After each pet and/or photograph had 

been blessed, a final hymn was sung and we all 

trooped into the church room for refreshments. 

 One human member of the congregation 

was celebrating his 80th birthday and had 

generously provided all kinds of delicious cakes 

and biscuits to go with the coffee and 

tea.  Unfortunately, side plates had been 

forgotten and a rather large number of cake and 

biscuit crumbs ended up on the floor much to 

the joy of all the canines who put Dyson and 

other such Companies to shame by leaving the 

carpet spotless after the chairs and tables had 

been put away. 

Rev. Canon Penny Brown 

with Daisy 
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  LAUDATO SI’ - A CALL TO ACTION RETREAT DAY 

 

CCA patron Mary Colwell led a special Laudato Si’ retreat in March. We are grateful 

to the Clifton Diocese who first produced this article on their website which was 

recommended to us by Dr Deborah Jones. 

 

O n 25th March 2017, the day of the Feast of the Renunciation, Clifton 

Diocese Justice and Peace Commission invited CCA patron, Mary Colwell and 

Severine Deneulin to lead a day reflecting on Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si’ On 

Care for our Common Home and what it might mean for each of us.  

 Mary Colwell began the day with a look at the radical nature of Laudato Si’s 

message which echoes the words of St Francis almost 800 years ago.  His words were 

revolutionary then and are no less so today, describing humanity’s relationship with 

the natural world in terms of kin or family (a view increasingly confirmed by science). 

Pope Francis goes on to highlight the threats to biodiversity posed by our ‘short-

sighted plundering’. We are called to take the long view, with respect for the bigger 

picture, an increasingly difficult message to a world based on economic considerations 

where countries are run more like companies.  As Pope Francis puts it: ‘Because all 

creatures are connected, each must be cherished with love and respect, for all of us as 

living creatures are dependent on one another’ (LS: 42). The beauty of the natural 

world is captured in this document but also the challenges which face each one of us. 

 Severine led us through the readings for the Feast of the Annunciation 

(Hebrews 10: 4-10 and Luke 1: 26-38), reflecting on Mary’s response to God’s plan 

for her.  The story of the annunciation shows us that God loves humanity so much that 

He wanted to share the fragility of human life with us, but also that this was possible 

only with human co-operation.  Mary was free to accept or reject what God wanted to 

share with her. This freedom in God’s love also applies to us. We can choose to 

receive God’s Creation with thanksgiving and gratitude or to destroy it by the 

decisions we make. Following this, we were invited to reflect on selected passages 

from Laudato Si in the light of the following questions posed by Severine: ‘How open 

are we to God? Perhaps, during this time of silence, we can ask God this question 

“Open my eyes to the world around me. What do you want of me for this world?”, so 

that we can respond like Mary, “Here I am Lord. May it be done according to your 

word”.’ 

 After lunch, Mary Colwell led the group on a walk around Brandon Hill, noting 

local wildlife, looking out over a city and thinking through some of the big issues 

raised in the real world. The day also included hymns and time to share our fears and 

concerns, and what we would take away from the event. A collection was made to 

support the Avon Wildlife Trust (which manages the Brandon Hill Nature Reserve). 
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RENEWING THE FACE OF THE EARTH 

A DAY OF REFLECTION ON THE MESSAGE OF LAUDATO SI’ 

 

BY SHEILA THOMAS 

 
 

O n 30th June 2017, 

The Bishop of 

East Anglia, Alan 

Hopes, called clergy 

from across the diocese 

to gather in Norwich to 

reflect on the teachings 

presented to us in Pope 

Francis' encyclical 

Laudato Si'.  If unable to 

be present themselves, 

clergy were encouraged 

to send a representative, 

thus the group of 40 or so 

people that assembled 

included several priests 

and deacons but a much 

larger number of lay 

persons, who, between 

them, represented about 

half the parishes in the 

diocese. Many of these 

were supporters of 

CAFOD and members of 

the Justice & Peace 

groups, and there were 

two representing Catholic Concern for Animals - our CEO Chris Fegan and myself. 

 Bishop Alan, who was in attendance for most of the day, had entrusted the 

organisation to CAFOD, so it was no surprise that the focus of the prayers was 

human animals. Dr Susy Brouard, a CAFOD theologian, took the role of facilitator 

for the day. We were most fortunate to have a thought-provoking and inspirational 

talk from Father Augusto Zampini-Davies, in his last public engagement as 

theological advisor to CAFOD before moving to Rome to continue his work, leading 

a department in the Vatican.   
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14TH INTERFAITH CELEBRATION FOR ANIMALS 

 

BY BARBARA GARDNER 

 

O n Saturday 8th July 2017, the 14th Interfaith Celebration for Animals was 

celebrated at Golders Green Unitarians where speakers from many faiths 

gathered.  The service was organised and led by Rev. Feargus O ’Connor M.A. 

with guest speakers Joyce D’Silva from Compassion in World Farming and Dr 

Alpesh Patel of Animal Free Research UK. 

 Readings were given by members of eight major faiths from their faith’s 

texts.  These included Ajit and Saranjit Singh reading the Sikh text, Dr Alpesh Patel 

reading the Hindu text, Harshad Sanghrajka reading the Jain text, Michael Allured 

reading the Unitarian text and Rev. Prof Martin Henig reading the Jewish text, 

Christopher Mason reading the Christian text, Rev. Feargus O’Connor reading the 

Buddhist and Muslim texts. Delicious vegan food was kindly donated by 

Mohammed Safa of the Indian Veg Restaurant, Chapel Market, Islington and the 

organ was played by Mary Craine.  Candles were lit for the world’s animals and the 

RSPCA, following unfair media attacks. 

 

Selected Readings from the Interfaith Celebration 

(Supplied by Rev. Feargus O’Connor) 
 

Jain 

Harmlessness is the true religion. All beings hate pain. Therefore we should not kill 

them. This is the quintessence of wisdom: not to kill any being. Propagate that 

religion which is a blessing to all creatures of the world.   
 

Hindu 

They who behold all creatures as in God and God, their common soul, in all 

creatures, can never more feel hatred or contempt.  They have divine knowledge and 

final emancipation whose hearts melt benevolence towards all sentient beings.  Just 

as the footmarks of all other animals disappear in that of an elephant so all other 

virtues are merged in Ahimsa.  
 

Buddhist 

All beings seek happiness. So let your compassion extend itself to all.  Because we 

have pity on every living creature, therefore are we called holy.  
 

Unitarian, H.D. Thoreau 

No human being past the thoughtless age of childhood will wantonly murder any 

creature which holds its life by the same tenure that he does.  The squirrel that you 

kill in jest dies in earnest.   
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Rev. Feargus O’Connor 

leading the celebration 

Ajit and Saranjit Singh  

giving the Sikh reading 

Harshad Sanghrajka  

giving the Jain reading 

Dr Alpesh Patel   

giving the Hindu reading 
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SAINTS WHO LOVED ANIMALS 

 

FORTHCOMING SAINTS DAYS  

 

D uring the first 1,000 years of the Christian Church there were many saints 

who loved animals. They lived with them, rescued them, nursed them and 

saved them from hunters. In turn, many saints were helped by animals.  We have 

listed some of these saints below, in order of their feast days, for the period 1 

November to 28th February. Those whose feast days occur after 1 March will appear 

in the next Ark. We hope that you find the information on them inspiring and that you 

can ask your priest to remember them during services on their feast days for their 

love of animals. 

COMPILED BY BARBARA GARDNER 

 

St Martin de Porres - 3rd November 

St Martin de Porres (1579-1639) was born in Lima, Peru as the 

illegitimate son of a Spanish gentleman and a freed African 

slave woman. Abandoned by his father at a young age, he lived 

a life of poverty and was also ridiculed for being of mixed race.    

He lived a life of fasting, prayer and abstaining from meat and  

was only allowed to join a monastery (as a Dominican) by 

accepting the menial tasks.  He grew famous for his humility, 

for caring for the sick, for performing miracles and for his love 

of animals and for being able to communicate with them and 

heal them.  He lived with a dog, a cat, a bird and a mouse. 

 

St Edmund - 20th November - see special feature on page 60. 

 

St Modestos - 18th December 

St Modestos (537 – 634) was Archbishop of 

Jerusalem from 631  – 634.  He was famed for 

being a healer of animals.  To this day, it is said, 

that anyone who celebrates the memory of St 

Modestos, with faith, will have protection for their 

animals from all harm. St Modestos is now 

remembered as the patron saint of farm animals in 

Greece, which is unfortunate, as this saint would 

not eat animals, as is suggested in the words of his 

prayer for animals. 
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St Francis 

St Sylvester - 31st December 

 

St Sylvester was Pope from 314 until his death in 335.  He 

is credited with caring for a bull. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

St Basil the Great - 2nd January 

St Basil (330 – 379 ) greatly influenced the Eastern 

Church and said in this prayer in the ‘Liturgy of St 

Basil’: ‘O God, enlarge within us the sense of 

fellowship with all living things, our brothers the 

animals to whom thou has given the earth as their 

home in common with us.  We remember with 

shame that in the past we have exercised the high 

dominion of man with ruthless cruelty, so that the 

voice of the earth, which should have gone up to 

Thee in song, has been a groan of travail.  May we 

realise that they live, not for us alone, but for 

themselves and for Thee, and that they love the sweetness of life.’ 

 

St Anthony Abbot - 17th January 

 

St Anthony Abbot (251  – 356) lived as a hermit in 

Egypt and was followed around by a pig whose illness 

he had cured. 
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SAINTS WHO LOVED ANIMALS - FEATURED SAINT 
 

SAINT EDMUND AND THE WOLF 

BY BARBARA GARDNER 

 

E dmund was king of East Anglia from 855 AD until his death on 20th 

November 869 AD.  His kingdom was attacked by Vikings who wanted 

Edmund to renounce his Christian faith.  When he refused to do so, they captured 

him, tied him to a tree and shot him with arrows.  They then beheaded him and threw 

his head into the forest, preventing him from having a Christian burial with his 

whole body together. Distressed by this, his loyal followers went in search of 

Edmund’s head so that it could be reunited with his body for burial.  Hearing a wolf 

crying what sounded like ‘Hic, hic, hic’ which is the Latin for ‘Here, here, here’, 

they followed the sound and found a wolf guarding Edmund’s head.  Edmund’s 

followers were then able to reunite his head with his body and give him a Christian 

burial. 

 A shrine was made to Edmund at Bury St Edmunds in Suffolk which was 

visited by many kings and pilgrims. Abbo of Fleury wrote about his life and 

martyrdom in 986 AD and it is referred to in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle.  Known as 

Edmund the Martyr, his feast day is 20th November. 
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CCA Christmas Cards 
From the series  

Saints Who Loved Animals 

 

This series of six Saints Who Loved Animals Christmas cards includes St Francis 

and the animals, St Philip Neri and his dog, St Columba and the white horse,  St 

Cuthbert and the otters, St Melangell and the hare and St Ciaran and the animals. 

 

A pack of six Christmas cards costs £3.00 and can be obtained from the Editor at: 

BarbaraAtTheArk@gmail.com. 
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ROSARIES FOR ANIMALS 

 

Dr Sarah Jane Boss PhD (Bristol) is a Director of the Centre for Marian Studies at 

the University of Roehampton, where she has been a lecturer in Christian Theology.  

She has degrees in sociology and theology and teaches at St Mary’s College, Oscott. 

She is active in the Catholic Theological Association of Great Britain, where she has 

been vice-president. 
 

BY DR SARAH JANE BOSS 

 

I n Christian worship, it is not often that prayers are 

offered for animals other than human beings.  Prayer  

books rarely suggest prayers for animals, and I suspect that 

people rarely confess sins committed against animals.  A 

child might pray for a pet, but that is often the extent of 

people’s prayerful involvement with the animal world.  

Readers of The Ark are likely to be exceptions to this, of 

course, and that is why they may be interested in this topic. 

 Some other religions accord animals a more important 

place than Christianity has tended to do.  Buddhism, with its 

concern for ‘all sentient beings’, keeps the welfare of other beasts continually in the 

minds of serious meditators; and their doctrine of re-incarnation between species 

makes clear humanity’s deep 

connection to other animals.  Some 

modern Pagans also have a focus on 

animal welfare and protection.  

Christianity, of course, has a strong 

tradition of ascetic vegetarianism and of 

friendship with animals as a sign of 

holiness (we might think, for instance, 

of St Hugh of Avalon and the swan), 

but in the Christian spiritual life, the 

welfare of animals has not usually been 

central.  Yet prayer that is well made 

can undoubtedly be effective, and those 

of us Christians who wish to see an end 

to cruelty against animals do well to use 

petitionary prayer, or directed 

meditation, to that end. Our Lady of the Rosary 
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The Power of Prayer  

The power of prayer is well attested in Christian experience.  Many people know the 

story of the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary.  On 7th October 1571, the naval forces 

of Christian Europe engaged in a sea battle against forces of the Ottoman Empire in 

the Bay of Lepanto.  From a strategic point of view, it 

seemed that the Ottomans were bound to win.  But while the 

battle was being fought, for several hours, hundreds of 

people went in procession through the streets of Rome 

reciting rosaries for the victory of Christian Europe.  

Amazingly, the Europeans won and the Ottomans were 

driven back.  Not surprisingly, the victory was attributed to 

Our Lady of the Rosary, and in thanksgiving, her feast was 

instituted on the Sunday nearest October 7th.  It has been 

observed on other occasions that, when a large number of 

people pray together for a long time, with their minds fixed 

on a single good purpose, God will grant their petition.  And for this reason, I 

suggest that Catholics (and others who would like to join them) who are concerned 

about animal welfare should start rosary groups to pray for particular animal 

concerns. 

 

Rosary Groups 

A group might meet, say, once a week and choose a topic to pray for.  Possible 

subjects might be the success of a piece of animal welfare legislation being proposed 

in Parliament; the closure of a farm or laboratory that inflicts suffering on animals; 

the strength of Christ for some particular animal welfare organisation (e.g., World 

Animal Protection); or the consolation of the Holy Spirit for animals who are 

suffering in some particular place, such as a circus.  The rosary could consist of 

meditating on standard mysteries, with each being offered for the same single 

intention; or the rosary-sayers might prefer to focus all their attention on the petition 

that they are making, rather than meditating on anything in addition to that.  Another 

possibility is to meditate on biblical stories, or stories from the lives of saints, that 

are concerned specifically with animals.  In any event, it is the focus on the intention 

that counts. 

 If you are not able to be part of a group that meets regularly, it would still be 

possible for a group of people to arrange to say a rosary at the same time and for the 

same intention, even if they are geographically far apart.  If anyone reading this 

article would like to join me in this, do please get in touch! 

animalrosary@gmail.com 

 

———————— 

Those of us 

Christians who wish 

to see an end to 

cruelty against 

animals do well to 

use petitionary 

prayer. 

———————— 
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PRAYER FOR THE NON-HUMAN INNOCENTS 

 

This prayer was sent by Danielle Cartotto, former General Secretry of the French 

League Against Vivisection and a representative of Pro Anima, Paris. She also 

published a booklet Priere pour les Innocents non Humans. 

 

Father of us all, who fills the void, 

Creator of the visible and the invisible universe, 

Of minerals, plants, animals and humans, 

Of the angelic realms, 

And of all the worlds we know and of those we do not. 

Father of us all, rescue us and rescue your innocent creatures. 

 

Lord, have mercy on the earth that you created with such beauty, the blue planet, 

polluted and poisoned by humans ever more each day! 

Lord, before it is too late, send your heavenly armies to save our sister the earth. 

 

Lord, have mercy on our sister the water.  Have mercy on the springs, rivers, lakes, 

seas and oceans that humans pollute without restraint. 

Send you heavenly armies to save our dear sister the water. 

 

Lord, have mercy on our sister the plants, so abundant, so beautiful, so useful, with 

so many varied species that are disappearing in huge numbers every day because of 

human madness. 

Send your heavenly armies to save them. 

 

Lord, have mercy on our brothers and sisters the animals, your speechless creatures, 

mistreated, killed and tortured in their billions.  Silent victims. 

Send your heavenly armies to save them. 

 

Lord, have mercy on the millions of animals tortured each year in vivisection 

laboratories. 

Lord, have mercy on our brothers and sisters the monkeys, so like us, and who are 

captured, mistreated and tortured. 

 

Lord, have mercy on out brothers the bulls, tortured to death in bull-rings. 

Have mercy too on our brothers the horses, used for bullfights. 

Lord, have mercy on the livestock animals, bred intensively for their meat. 

Have mercy on our brothers and sisters the lambs and sheep, your creatures of peace, 

who have their throats cut by the million every year. 
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Lord, have mercy on the millions of all kinds, killed every day in mostly 

unspeakable conditions to be eaten!   

 

Lord, have mercy on our brothers and sisters the dolphins, whales, otters, seals and 

all marine mammals, your wonderful, intelligent and good sea creatures. 

Lord, have mercy on our innocent brothers and sisters, the animals condemned to a 

life behind bars. 

Lord, have mercy on our pet animals, tortured and killed for their beauty. 

 

Lord, have mercy on our brothers and sisters the donkeys, your patient creatures who 

are beaten as they bend beneath their heavy burden. 

Have mercy on the horses, our noble brothers and sisters, enslaved until the day they 

die. 

Have mercy on our brothers and sisters the elephants, massacred in such high 

numbers for their ivory, bound in chains for their labour, or imprisoned. 

 

Lord, have mercy on our brothers and sisters the wild animals, who used to be so 

abundant and who are hunted, trapped, massacred, imprisoned and poisoned. 

Lord, have mercy on our brothers and sisters the pigeons, trapped in nets. 

Have mercy on the migrating birds. 

Have mercy on our brothers and sisters the birds, your winged creatures who delight 

and enchant us with their beauty and their songs, and who are starved, imprisoned, 

hunted, trapped and decimated by the pollution suffered by our sister water and our 

sister Earth. 

 

Lord, have mercy on our brothers and sisters the fish, decimated by pollution, 

crammed inside fish farms, in such huge quantities that the seas are emptying. 

Lord, have mercy on our brothers and sisters the insects, killed by insecticides, and 

especially our brothers the bees.  Send your heavenly armies to save them all. 

 

Lord of us all, ineffable Creator, have mercy on the non-human innocents, on all 

nature and all animals, too many to mention them all, our brothers and sisters who 

are so close to us and yet such a mystery to us. 

You have entrusted them to us since the dawn of humanity, and we betray and 

massacre them in the name of gluttony, in the name of science, in the name of our 

own comfort, in the name of religion, in the name of all possible names, in the name 

of our own pride. 

 

Lord, have mercy on them.  Lord, save them. 

Lord, have mercy on us humans, because all this horror is our fault. 
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PRAYERS FOR ANIMALS 

 

BY FR MARTIN HENIG 

 

Loving Lord, 

 

We pray for animals on the land and in the sea and in every environment, not 

forgetting ourselves, one species amidst a myriad of others. We acknowledge that 

this planet was made by you for it is not our plaything to exploit. We pray that we 

may become more worthy to care for your wonderful world.  

 

Lord hear us... Lord Graciously hear us 

 

We pray for the companion animals who share our homes, as friends, sisters and 

brothers.  

 

Lord hear us… Lord Graciously hear us 

 

We pray for animals kept in farms especially in factory farms, and animals in 

scientific laboratories, all treated as commodities and exploited for human benefit as 

food, for their fur, and as subjects for research, though they too have a common bond 

with us which we dare not acknowledge, lest it bring us face to face with you as 

accuser and judge. We pray that one day our species will acknowledge the fault 

which separates us from the throne of Grace.  

 

Lord hear us… Lord Graciously hear us 

 

We pray for all who serve the cause of animals both in the Church and outside it. 

Grant them hope and the courage to face opposition. Fill them with the virtues of 

your Son and of the saints who are our inspiration. 

 

Lord hear us ... Lord Graciously hear us 

 

As all Creation cries out to you we bring our tears and prayers before your throne of 

Grace, as we seek a better way for the ravaged earth. And so we ask for the 

intercession of the Blessed Virgin, Mother of God, of St Francis and all the saints to 

bring our prayer before the throne of Heavenly Grace. 

 

Lord hear us ... Lord Graciously hear us 
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Loving, Lord, 

 

We pray for the wild creatures of open country, especially for those who have lost so 

much of their habitat to human greed and selfishness, and the relentless desire of the 

human species to dominate.  

 

Lord hear us… Lord Graciously hear us 

 

We pray for the wild creatures of the forests, both temperate forests and tropical rain 

forests, where so often logging and the exploitation of natural resources have ruined 

the lives of the creatures who have lived there for thousands of years.  We especially 

pray for the Great Apes, our nearest relatives, in their desperate plight.  

 

Lord hear us… Lord Graciously hear us 

 

We pray for the animals of the mountains, of the north and south poles, previously 

almost untouched wildernesses, but now threatened by the forces of so-called human 

progress and development.  

 

Lord hear us… Lord Graciously hear us 

 

We invoke your aid for all denizens of the oceans, rivers and lakes, where pollution 

has taken its toll, while in the oceans trawling on an industrial scale kills many 

millions of your creatures every day.  

 

Lord hear us… Lord Graciously hear us 

 

We pray for CCA, ASWA, the AIA  and all organisations which are charged with 

bringing the good news of your Love to all your  creatures. We give thanks for those 

in the Churches who take responsibility as stewards of Creation seriously, giving 

especial thanks for Pope Francis and his encyclical Laudato Si’ and Ecumenical 

Patriarch Bartholomew.  

 

Lord hear us… Lord Graciously hear us 
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OBITUARIES 

 

DAVID SHEPHERD CBE FRSA  

 

M uch loved wildlife artist and conservationist, David Shepherd, died on 

19th September 2017 aged 86.  As well as producing many magnificent 

paintings of steam trains and wildlife, he founded the David Shepherd Wildlife 

Foundation (DSWF) in 1984 whose vision is for ‘a world where man shares the planet 

in harmony with other creatures living in their natural habitat’ and which funds key 

conservation projects in Africa and Asia, campaigns to protect endangered species 

and to combat poaching and the illegal wildlife trade. 

 On leaving school, David Shepherd applied for a place at the Slade School of 

Art in London which told him  that he had no talent as an artist, so he took up 

painting on his own.  His art was a great success and he raised over £8m for wildlife 

conservation, initially by donating his paintings to the World Wildlife Fund and then 

through his own DSWF.  He was awarded an OBE in 1980 and a CBE in 2008. 

 He said, ‘Man is the most stupid, arrogant and dangerous animal on Earth.  

Every hour we destroy a species to extinction and, unless we start doing something 

about it very quickly, we are going to self-destruct’. 

‘Man is the most stupid, 

arrogant and dangerous 

animal on Earth.  Every hour 

we destroy a species to 

extinction and, unless we start 

doing something about it very 

quickly, we are going to self-

destruct’. 
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LADY MARY HERRIES 

  

L ady Mary Herries of Terregles, daughter of the 16th 

Duke of Norfolk, died on 7th April 2017, aged 76.  

She loved animals particularly horses and dogs. She 

ensured that her racehorses were looked after or given good 

homes at the end of their racing careers.  She was patron of 

many charities including The Dumfries and Galloway 

Canine Rescue Centre. 

 Thanksgiving services were held on Wednesday 9th 

August at St Andrews Church, Dumfries and on Monday 

14th August at Arundel Cathedral. 

Three Tuskers by David Shepherd 

 

We Remember and Pray for the Following CCA Members 
 

Miss A P Dryburgh 

Mr R J Lewis 

Fr V Malloy 

Mr D Parkin 
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ARK CROSSWORD - NUMBER 43 

 

Across 

6* Said before prayer? (7) 

7* Burnt, say (5) 

9 Belt has returned around point (4) 

10 Of course this one provides refreshments 
(10) 

11 Unwell, but still does well when on course 
(5,3) 

13* Artist container (6) 

15 Eye part of dog lead (4) 

17* Nationality (5) 

18 Smooth part of a tea set (4) 

19* Walker's uses this (6) 

20* Have plenty of space? (8) 

23 6A, 7A, 13A, 17A, 19A, 20A, 2D, 3D, and 
22D are (10) 

26 Last short piece in the press (4) 

27 Plant from Anne's ground (5) 

28 War crime article (7) 

Down 

1 Theatre OAP bewildered when they spend a 
night here! (2,3,5) 

2* Rotate π (6) 

3* Could be French (4) 

4 Get away like this north of the boarder (4,4) 

5 Confront cafe mix up (4) 

6 Contract to rent easel (5) 

8 Hates Roman leaving - demonstrates 
strangely (7) 

12 Watery discharge heard in part of the 
house (5) 

14 Many 23 are firmly fixed in the ground  

           (4-6) 

16 Inexperienced ones of these have 23 (7) 

17 Tows away illegal found on boat (8) 

21 Bird's two little relations (6) 

22* Likely to bring tears to the eyes (5) 

24 Italian hothead! (4) 

25 Clasp from timepiece that’s not started (4) 

 

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8

9 10

11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28
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BOOK REVIEW 

 

INDIA’S ANIMALS: HELPING THE SACRED & THE SUFFERING 

BY DEANNA L. KRANTZ & DR MICHAEL FOX 

 

T his richly illustrated book details the 

trials and tribulations of setting up an 

animal shelter and free veterinary 

services in the hear t of a unique wildlife region 

in South India, the UNESCO designated Nilgiris 

Biosphere Reserve.   

 Deanna Krantz founded and directed India 

Project for Animals & Nature (IPAN) to indirectly 

help the indigenous village and tribal peoples by 

improving the health and well-being of their 

farmed animals and of the dogs and cats in these 

communities. Against local and national 

opposition, disinformation and death-threats, the 

long-distance ‘death march’ of cattle to slaughter, 

wildlife poaching, land encroachment and the tragic plight of elephants, wild and 

captive, were investigated and documented.  

 Putting compassion into action and seeking justice for all, she became the 

voice for animals’ rights and for the indigenous peoples who cared but were silenced 

by the authorities. This book shatters the myth that animals regarded as ‘sacred’, 

especially cows and elephants, are treated humanely, and paves the way for greater 

transparency and progress in addressing the tragic plight of the animals and all who 

depend upon them, and the fate of the last of the wild. 

 

One Health Vision Press 2016. Order from CreateSpace books/Amazon.com. List 

Price: $27.99 available on Kindle for $3 (or $0.99 if you bought the print version.) 
 

Dr Michael Fox 

 

*************************************************************************** 

Solution to Last Crossword No. 42 

Across: 6 Laugh, 7 Orchards, 10 Gastr ic, 11 Scratch, 12 Finesse, 13 Abr idge,  

14 Cauliflower, 19 Glimpse, 21 Haircut, 23 Ensures, 25 Stipend, 26 Capsicum, 27 Torso. 

 

Down: 1 Subsonic, 2 Char ts, 3 Concretise, 4 Aces, 5 Edited, 6 Log off, 8, Aircrew, 9 Cheek,  

13 All the same, 15 Umpires, 16, Rocketry, 17 Agree, 18 Studio, 20, Instal, 22 Idiots, 24 Sack.  
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PLEASE REMEMBER  

CATHOLIC CONCERN FOR ANIMALS 

 IN YOUR WILL 

CCA’s mission is the advancement of Christian respect and responsibility for the 

animal creation with special reference to Catholic teaching and belief. 

By producing and distributing educational material within the Catholic Church and 

beyond, CCA is changing attitudes towards animals globally and encouraging people 

to treat them with love and kindness. 

But CCA has limited resources and needs funds to be able to continue with this vital 

work. Please consider a bequest to CCA in your will and help to be part of CCA’s 

transformational work to develop a more compassionate world for the future.    

Thank you! 
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CCA MEMBERSHIP FORM  

Registered Charity No 231022 

  

Life membership £200; Annual membership £20 

Overseas Life Membership £300; Annual Membership £30 

 

Please send the completed page to the Membership Secretary (not your bank): 

Sarah Dunning, 43 St John’s Road, Watford, Hertfordshire, WD17 1QB.  

Email: sariae1@googlemail.com 
 

Please circle the appropriate area below 

I wish to:  

- join  

- renew  

- become a life member  

- donate  

 

Please EITHER send a cheque (made out to ‘CCA’) 

            OR complete the following Bankers Order Form. 

 

Please tick this box for the Gift Aid scheme if you pay UK Income Tax 

or Capital Gains tax. ☐  

 

Bankers Order Form 

To (name of your Bank/Building Society)………………………………………….. 

Bank’s Address ……………………………………………………………….…….. 

………………………………………………..Post Code …………………….……. 

My account number is………………………..Sort Code ……………………….…. 

 

I would like to give the sum of £………….. on the 1st day of each month / year 

starting on ……....…/……….… (MONTH / YEAR) until further notice in writing,  

to account number 00006345 of Catholic Concern for Animals, at Cafcash  

(40-52-40), Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent, ME19 4TA. 

  
NAME & ADDRESS (in block capitals please ) (Rev. / Mr  / Mrs / Ms / ….…...) 

…………………………………………………………………………………..….. 

………………………………………………………………………………….…... 

…………………………………………….Post/zip code: ……………………..…. 

Email address:…………………………………………………………………..….. 
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ANIMAL INTERFAITH ALLIANCE AGM 2017  
All AIA members welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 25th November at 2.00pm  

at Friends Meeting House, 173-177 Euston Road, London, NW1 2BJ.   

(Nearest stations are Euston, King’s Cross and St Pancras) 

 

Guest speaker Dr Richard Ryder 

 

ASWA REMEMBRANCE SERVICE FOR ANIMALS IN WAR  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 12th November at 3.00pm 

at the Animals in War Memorial, Park Lane  

Guest Speaker - Pen Farthing from Nowzad Dogs 

All Welcome! 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 

November 2017 

 

Catholic Concern for Animals AGM - Saturday 4th November, 12.30pm - 4.30pm - St 

Joseph’s Hall, The Brompton Oratory, Brompton Road, London, SW7 2RP. Guest speaker - 

Philip Lymbery, CE of CIWF.  See back page for more details. 

 

ASWA Remembrance Service for Animals in War - Sunday 12th November at 3.00pm at the 

Animals in War Memorial, Park Lane.  Guest speaker Pen Farthing from Nowzad Dogs. 

 

Animal Interfaith Alliance AGM - Saturday 25th November at 2.00pm at Friends Meeting 

House, Euston Road, London, NW1 2BJ.  Guest speaker Dr Richard Ryder.   

 
Regular Events 

 

Every Wednesday: Prayer link-up at 9.30pm. Wherever  you are. Irene Casey has a prayer 

suggestion sheet: Tel. 01925 657890. 

 

Every first Saturday of the month: Prayers for Animals at 12.15pm. Gloucester Cathedral, 

Check with Rev. Helen Hall on 07919 538077. 
 
 

Events are kept up to date on our website at www.catholic-animals.com/events 

 

 

 

Donate Online  
to Catholic Concern for Animals with 

 

CHARITY CHOICE 

If you would like to pay for membership or make an online donation to Catholic Concern 

for Animals by debit or credit card, with the option of adding gift aid, please go to:  

www.charitychoice.co.uk/catholic-concern-for-animals-1068 

Or go to the link on CCA’s website at www.catholic-animals.com 

Thank you for your kind support! 
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CATHOLIC CONCERN FOR ANIMALS  
 

AGM 2017 
 

 

Saturday 4th November 1.00pm - 4.30pm 

At St Joseph’s Hall, Brompton Oratory, Brompton Road, London, SW7 2RP. 

(Nearest tube stations are South Kensington and Knightsbridge) 

 

1.00pm - St Joseph’s Hall open for tea and coffee  

(please bring your own sandwiches) 

2.00pm - Guest speaker, 2.45pm - break 

3.00pm - AGM, 4.30pm - close 

Guest speaker - Philip Lymbery,  

CE of Compassion in World Farming 

All members welcome! 


