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CHAIR’S WELCOME
BY JUDY GIBBONS

T

he message for everyone in this this issue of The Ark is
that CCA is on the move. We, the tr ustees and staff,
have been giving a great deal of thought to the future of our
organisation. Together with our observer from ASWA, Sarah
Dunning, we met recently for an ‘away day’ at Holland House.
We needed to consider the way forward, and this we have done.
We have been encouraged by the response to our modest
social media investment which has meant reaching thousands
of people in many Catholic countries and beyond. To keep up
with our changes, do please, visit our website www.catholic-animals.com. The
evidence is that we are becoming an organisation with outreach in many Catholic
countries, in fact, we are now worldwide. We need to use the internet to our advantage
as well as our valued magazine The Ark. We are doing this in the context of the recent
publication by Pope Francis, Laudato Si’, spreading the word of compassion and mercy
for all creation.
I am delighted to confirm that Barbara Gardner has now become a member of
CCA staff. Barbara has already taken on the responsibility for the development and
maintenance of our website as well as being Editor of The Ark. In addition we have
asked her (as a qualified accountant) to be our Finance Officer – her new title is
‘Publications and Finance Officer’. Chris Fegan’s title has now been changed to Chief
Executive. This change is in line with other organisations with whom we work and
adds clarity to his role.
News from Rome, and in particular Pope Francis, has caused some confusion by
saying that we should not treat animals better than people. Chris’ blog, on our website,
has made it quite clear that we agree with this statement. ‘The Pope is saying that we
should not treat animals ‘above’ humans, he is not saying anywhere that I have seen
that we should treat animals ‘less’ than humans - this is a very significant point. He is
indicating that some people treat animals well but do not treat humans well, this is true
in some instances and should be discouraged so that people treat all of God’s creation
well, both humans and non-humans.’
The death of Carla Lane is a timely reminder of the past and the early years of
campaigning for animals. Carla cared for creation and her presence at campaigns was
very welcome in those early days. Many of us, through other organisations to which
we belonged, protested about animal matters, from experiments on animals, to factory
farming and the export of live animals. Carla was not afraid to speak out for animals or
against all forms of cruelty. She cared deeply for all animals and founded and ran her
4
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own rescue centre from her home in Kent. Her death is sad indeed.
As members of The A nimal Interfaith Alliance, we are delighted that Pope
Francis met recently with Nemu Chandaria, chairman of The Institute of Jainology. As
a way of working together they discussed ‘Taking care of the Earth, the home of the
human family’, emphasising the need for both Jains and Christians to work together,
joining hands with all believers and people of good will to make the Earth liveable and
peaceful for all.
Let us all then, join together in faith to pray for all creation, no matter what our
spiritual tradition. We are all bound together in nature which makes us inseparable
from the animals and the created world in which we live. ֍

EDITORIAL
BY BARBARA GARDNER

P

ope Francis told us that we must care for the Earth, ‘Our
Common Home’ and therefore the theme for this edition of
The Ark is our inter-relatedness with the Earth and everything
on her. In particular, our prayer section focuses on the Earth and
our leading article is Laudato Si: The Interconnected Creation by Fr
Dieudonné Rizinde. In her article ET Phone Home: The Call of the
Wild, Jenny Amphaeris reminds us to look closer to home when searching for new
discoveries in communication with other life forms, and amazes us with her
findings. Dr Ed Echlin reinforces this in his article Concern for Insects.
This year marks the centenary of The Battle of the Somme and CCA patron
Bruce Kent remembers the tragic suffering of millions of animals in this and other
wars in his sobering article, A nimals in W ar. We feature the pitiful plight of moor
ponies in south west England and street cats in Indonesia and we highlight the work
of the small charities struggling to support them.
As with Cecil the Lion, the world has been, quite rightly, outraged at the
killing of Harambe the gorilla in Cincinatti zoo. These high profile cases are quickly
transmitted around the globe via social media and everyone knows of these
individuals by name. But let us also remember the billions of anonymous animals
killed by humans every year, mostly for food, but also for experiments and in sport.
Most of these individuals do not even have a number, let alone a name. Many have
experienced only suffering - on factory farms or laboratories. Please remember
these individuals in your prayers and campaigns, and pray that a time will soon come
when there will be no more suffering or killing at the hands of humans - when there
will be a Peaceable Kingdom, here on Earth, as in Heaven. ֍
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NEWS FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE
BY CHRIS FEGAN

I

n the last edition of The Ark I explained that we
had been heavily engaged in digesting and
working on the wonderful Laudato Si’ by His
Holiness. This work has continued and, indeed, I
expect the Pope’s Encyclical Letter to be the
backbone of CCA’s work for many, many years to
come.
To ensure that we maximize the opportunities
that Laudato Si’ has given us, the trustees had a
special strategic away day towards the end of May.
Many key decisions were taken there and the Chair of
trustees has referred to some key staffing changes that
were authorized. Major changes in CCA activity were agreed, including significant
overhauls of our work, both in the UK and overseas, including working with a new
and exciting group of academics in the field of Animal Rights and Animal Welfare.
This grouping includes experts in Law, Philosophy, History and Culture, amongst
other disciplines, and I was delighted to join them at their Academic Conference in
Amsterdam where I was able to contribute by explaining how animal welfare looks
‘on the ground’ and in reality. The co-operation with this grouping will bring
massive benefit to the animal kingdom in the years ahead. We have also been
working with academics in the UK and I had a very good meeting with Prof. John
Charmley at the University of East A nglia (UEA) in Norwich, and one of the
outcomes was that Dr Deborah Jones (CCA’s Theological Adviser) will be giving one
of the prestigious 2017 Keswick Hall lectures at the University.
We have also been working with other Catholic organisations and I gave a
presentation on CCA and our work to the Cambridge Justice and Peace Group and
they are going to be working closely with us on promoting issues of mutual interest in
the future, which is great news. We will also be increasing and extending our work
with the Catholic Education Service in the UK and will continue our developing
relationship with CA FOD to support our reach overseas.
The W orld Y outh Day, which is a major event for young Catholics throughout
the world and which is attended by the Pope, is taking place in Krakow, Poland this
year. I will be attending to represent CCA and am working with colleagues from the
Catholic Climate Movement on this great event. We also have Laudato Si’ week from
12th - 19th June and I will ensure that we make as much ‘noise’ about this as we
6
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can through our social media outlets to celebrate the
first anniversary of what I am often referring to as the
new CCA Policy Document. The key is to get the great
words of Pope Francis implemented into real lasting
benefits for the animal kingdom.
We have continued to expand our social media
reach widely in the last few months and we are
attracting major interest from all over the world in our
website and Facebook page - please have a look if you
have not visited them recently.
The CCA A nnual Retreat is scheduled for
Monday 22nd August - Thursday 25th August and I
New CCA Policy Document believe that a few places are still available. If you are
interested in attending please contact the CCA Retreats Officer, Irene Casey, and you
will find details of the retreat elsewhere in this edition of The Ark - but hurry, the
retreat is expected to be fully booked well before the date.
We are continuing our support to end animal cruelty in Malta and, in particular,
the horrendous bird shooting seasons, and I am hoping to have a meeting with His
Grace, the Archbishop of Malta, later this year.
All in all, it has been another busy and exciting period for CCA as we continue
to grow and expand our activity and support. ֍

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR CCA LIFE MEMBERS
Due to the rising costs of postage and production, we would like to know if you
wish to continue receiving The Ark. If so, please let us know by email, text or post.
If we do not hear from you we will delete you from our mailing list. At the same
time we would like to thank you for your past support and interest in our work.
Email: fr anceschalk@hotmail.co.uk
Text (only) to: 07765 206738
Address: 26 The Fair way, Upminster , Essex, RM14 1BS
The Ark could be emailed to you in PDF format instead of a posted copy.
Website:
Facebook:

www.catholic-animals.com
Catholic-Concern-for-Animals

Twitter: @catholicanimal

If you are an annual member, no action is required.
7

THE ARK

SUMMER 2016

POPE FRANCIS ON ANIMALS
BY CHRIS FEGAN

“One day, we will see our animals
again in the eternity of Christ.
Paradise is open to all of God’s
creatures.”
Pope Francis

T

here has been much media attention with regard to recent comments by
Pope Francis to a recent Jubilee of Mercy audience in Vatican City.
Unfortunate misinterpretation (either deliberate or accidental) has occurred in
certain media outlets to give the impression that Pope Francis has somehow criticised
the care of companion animals - THIS IS NOT THE CASE! I would make two points
in response to this ‘media storm’ as follows:
1) The Pope is saying that we should not treat animals ‘above’ humans, he is
not saying anywhere that I have seen that we should treat animals ‘less’ than
humans - this is a very significant point. He is indicating that some people
treat animals well but do not treat humans well. This is true in some instances
and should be discouraged, so that people treat all of God’s creation well, both
humans and non-humans.
2) Pope Francis wrote and published Laudato Si’ only last year, which is
the most important and animal-friendly document that has probably ever
been written by a Pope in support of animals and animal care.
I understand that on occasion comments can easily be misunderstood or
confused, especially when key words in comments are translated into other languages
from the original language in which they are first orally communicated. I would urge
all CCA members and supporters worldwide to support the great work that Pope
Francis is doing for all sentient beings and not to be dismayed by such media
‘controversies’ that are bound to arise from time to time. ֍
8

THE ARK

SUMMER 2016

LAUDATO SI’: ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME
THE INTERCONNECTED CREATION
Fr Dieudonné Rizinde is a Catholic priest of the Missionaries of Africa. Congolese by
nationality, he has worked throughout Africa and is now working in Mexico. His
travels have required him to learn several languages. In 2009 he won The Ark essay
competition. Here he discusses Laudato Si’s emphasis on the interconnectedness of
everything in the world, the role of sin in severing that connection and the grace
required to restore the connection and return to a state of harmony.
BY FR DIEUDONNÉ RIZINDE, M.AFR

T

his article aims to provide us with basic
knowledge and understanding about Pope
Francis' acknowledgment in Laudato Si that the
planet Earth is our common home in which ‘everything
is connected’ LS:91. He says that we need ‘to get the
conviction that everything in the world is connected’
LS:16. The profound reason for this conviction is that: ‘we
have only one heart, and the same wretchedness which
leads us to mistreat an animal will not be long in showing
itself in our relationships with other people’ LS:92. But in
order to achieve the above aim we will first of all need to
identify the quality of connectedness in the creation story of the Bible. Secondly, we
will assess the question of sin as the theological root cause of the rupture in the
threefold relationships of God, humanity and the rest of creation. Finally, we will
assess the situation of original grace in order to dream again of a possible restored
mother earth.
The Connectedness of Humanity and the Earth
Humanity is one and is connected to the earth. The unity of humanity is manifested in
the creation accounts as willed by God. Not only was man created in the image and
likeness of God but so was woman. The whole of humanity shares the same creation
matter, the ground. The Hebrew word Adamah from which ‘Adam’ derives means
‘what is from the ground’. All human beings are earth. In Zachary Hayes’ words, ‘the
earth is not foreign to us’. There is here something humbling. We are not gods but
created creatures LS:67. We are part of nature, ‘fashioned from God’s good earth’.
This understanding leads us to discover the bonds of kinship linking all things and is
worth noting. It is a good approach that could heal our bad memories of the past,
9
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may be, also the traits of discriminations and destruction of nature in our modern and
technological existence. In Laudato Si, Pope Francis depicts this fundamental truth
saying that, ‘We have forgotten that we ourselves are dust of the earth (cf Gen 2:7);
our very bodies are made up of her elements, we breath her air and we receive life
refreshment from waters’ LS:2. In both the priestly and yahwist creation accounts the
message is clear: the denial of other human beings is the denial of our natural origin
and also denial of God.
Therefore, the creation account is not only a challenging scene of the lifestyles
in which the people of the past lived in enslaving one another and exploiting nature, it
is still a challenge of our time, where structures to undermine the vulnerable, destroy
and misuse natural resources have been set into place. Pope Francis considers it as ‘A
far cry from our situation today where sin is manifest in all its destructive power in
wars, the various forms of violence and abuse, the abandonment of the most
vulnerable and attacks on nature’ LS:66. Every day we notice evidence of
transgression of human dignity in our societies and cultures: racial and gender
discriminations, enslavement, sexual abuse, terrorism and homicide. In all these evils,
the natural world is not spared. It is as if human dignity and essence in other creatures
depend on us. Not at all! This is the reason why, more than ever in our time, it is
necessary to propose the biblical anthropology of interconnectedness, which helps us
to authentically grasp the identity of the human person in his relationship with other
people, nature and God.
The Interdependent Web of the Whole of Creation
The story of creation in Genesis highlights, therefore, that humanity is one. All
human beings, men and women, are the image of God and are connected to God and
to mother earth (animals, plants, etc.).
We are created within a web of
interdependence. This is what Richard
Gula calls ‘solidarity’ when he argues
that ‘the same divine love which calls us
into covenant with God and establishes
our worth also cultivates the relationship
of people with one another and with all
creation’.
However, God is the
fundamental principle, without which we
cannot live in harmony with ourselves
and with nature. In his Conversion and
Reconciliation, Rinaldo Ronzani states,
‘indeed when we are no longer focused
on God, then various idols take
10
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control of our life, all kinds of evils beset us and, instead of living in harmony and
communion, we end up becoming a threat to one another and to creation itself’.
This is the reason why we need to thoroughly understand the reality of sin or that
which, in us, makes us break our communion with God and, by implication, our
relationship with each other and with nature.
The Reality of Sin
Pope Francis considered that ‘according to the Bible, these three vital relationships
have been broken, both outwardly and within us. This rupture is sin. The harmony
between the Creator, humanity and creation as a whole was disrupted by our
presuming to take the place of God and refusing to acknowledge our creaturely
limitations’ LS:66.
Therefore, sin is the reality that makes us miss the goal for which we are
created. In the Old Testament, two terms are frequently used for sin in the sense of
violating an existing relationship. The Hebrew word hattat is commonly used
meaning ‘to miss the mark’ or ‘to offend’. The other word is pesa which means
‘rebellion’. Pesa is a legal term pointing to a deliberate action violating a
relationship in community.
Therefore, sin, in its social aspect, involves the whole clan or community.
Not only is a member of a family a thief, but the entire family is also given such a
reputation, to the extent that, in most African traditional societies, we commonly
hear of expressions like: ‘family of thieves’, ‘family of murderers’, or ‘they are all
witches’. In highlighting the collective aspect of the wrongdoing, the African
traditional society recognizes the gravity of the action that does not only impact on
an individual but also disrupts the harmonious existence of human beings and even
upsets the whole ecosystem. In this sense, if sin affects our relationship with God, it
also affects our relationship with others and with the environment.
Therefore, sin is a reality that needs not to be presupposed but, rather, to be
addressed in our present time. Sin has become a suppressed subject, but everywhere
we can see it. Although it is suppressed, it remains real. We notice suffering, evil,
killings, slavery, terrorism, torture, human trafficking, wars, torture and the
unnecessary killing of animals, environmental degradations etc. All these are
consequences of a deep reality for which humanity is responsible.
In its general and theological sense, sin affects the covenanted relationship of
humanity, the environment and God. It breaks the communion with God, with one
another and with God’s creation. If sin is the root cause of disharmony between
humanity and God, among human beings themselves and between human beings and
the environment, then we need to define its origin and investigate the question of
original state of Grace.
11
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The Situation of Original Harmony
The story in the Garden of Eden starts by narrating the original state of harmony
between God and humankind and the environment to which sin causes the downfall.
In the Garden, the harmony was global and perfect. Also, Adam originates from the
‘breath’ of God to indicate his communion with God. So, communion or grace
comes first. God is depicted in Genesis 2-3 as the only fount of life. Only by
remaining in communion with him can we remain in
communion with others and with the environment. In this —————————
regard, the author of Genesis 3 shows that the ‘loss’ of
The return to God
harmony is global in order to make us understand the is the core principle
gravity of the sin committed. The consequence of this sin of reconnecting with
every individual’s
was total separation or disconnectedness. Adam and Eve
realized they were naked. They did not trust each other any being, with humans,
longer (Gn 3:7); they hid from God (Gn 3:8) and finally animals and the rest
of creation.
they were expelled from the Garden of Eden (Gn 3:23).
The relation between God and humanity (Adam and Eve) —————————
was spoiled in a way that all humanity inherited such
disharmony. The state of peace and confidence before Yahweh is lost, not only for
the first couple, but for the whole of humanity. Adam’s refusal of God’s grace and,
therefore, his desire to live an autonomous life away from God, represents rupture at
the heart of human existence.
Therefore, the doctrine of original sin is to be understood in its own context.
Genesis 3 speaks of the fall. Yet the same Genesis 3 is not an historical story but
rather it is an historical aetiology that suggests a move from the present to the past,
contrary to what history does (moves from the past to the present). Indeed, ‘it is not
the original fall that brings human beings into history; it is history that leads them to
understand original sin’. It is the present experience of evil in the life of the people
of Israel that brought chapter 3 of Genesis to the fore. Its author uses a symbolic
expression to signify what he perceives to be the real cause of the present evil LS:66.
That is why the questions, where, who, and when, are irrelevant concerning Genesis
3.
Saint Augustine had an historical consideration in his interpretation of the
texts of Genesis. For him, Adam and Eve disobeyed and ate the forbidden fruit (Gn
3:6). This marked the fall and lost the original holiness and justice they had received
from God. So then, Adam and Eve transmitted to their descendants a human nature
wounded by their own first sin. The outcome of this original sin is that human nature
is weakened in its powers, subject to ignorance and suffering and pain and the
dominion of death. Sin, as described in the Bible, not only distorts the ‘inter-human’
and ‘human-Divine’ relationships, but it also spoils the harmony that exists between
12
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The Garden of Eden by Jan Brueghel the Elder & Pieter Paul Rubens
us and the Earth. That is why, in trying to emphasize the aspect of conversion, in
order to restore the wounded mother earth, ‘Bartholomew has drawn attention to the
ethical and spiritual roots of environmental problems, which require that we look for
solutions, not only in technology, but in a change of humanity; otherwise we would be
dealing merely with symptoms’. LS:9.
Conclusion:
Unity with nature is the foundation of man’s existence on the planet Earth. Without it,
the present civilization, like those of the past, will move towards decline and decay.
We have, therefore, noted well that ‘the Old Testament knew of an inner dynamic of
evil in which many people were involved over long periods’. The only thing we can
do about it is to open ourselves to the grace of God, who is love, and calls us to join in
communion with our common home. The return to God (conversion) is the core
principle of reconnecting with every individual’s being, with humans, animals and the
rest of creation. It is a call to global reconciliation. Through faith in Jesus Christ, in
whom all things hold together, we are reconciled with God and with the whole of
creation. (Col 1:12-20). ֍
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ANIMALS IN WAR
‘REFLECTIONS’ ON THE BATTLE OF THE SOMME
To mark the centenary of The Battle of the Somme, which started on 1 July 1916 and
lasted for 141 days, CCA Patron Bruce Kent writes about the role of animals in this
and other wars. Bruce is a British political activist, was a Roman Catholic priest and
was active in the Christian Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND). He served as
an officer in the Royal Tank Regiment (1947 - 1949) and then read jurisprudence at
Oxford. He was a chaplain to the University of London (1966 - 1974), chair of the
charity War on Want (1974 - 1976) and was general secretary for CND (1980 - 1985)
and then its Chair (1987 - 1990).
BY BRUCE KENT

T

he article in the Spring 2016 Ark about the
Animal War Memorial on London’s Park Lane
brought back many memories. As a Londoner, I
see that striking monument often enough and am always
struck by one sentence on it: ‘They had no choice’.
Those patient horses and mules on the
monument, now set in stone, had no choice. Neither did
the camels, dogs, pigs, goats, cats, pigeons, dolphins and
elephants that were recruited to the armed forces of so
many countries over so many centuries. The First
World War was the grossest of animal catastrophes. Many animals in those four years
died horrible deaths. Blown up, gassed, mutilated and burnt, the list of horrors
inflicted is a long one, but animals ‘had no choice’.
As Simon Butler, in an earlier Ark (Spring 2014) article The W ar Horses
records, the First World War took the lives of some eight million horses. A million of
them died on the Western Front. Very few came home after the war was over. About
half a million were sold or given to French farmers. Some 85,000 were shot. The
loyalty of the horse was, in the end, a one way affair. That did not, however, stop a
great deal of genuine personal affection.
I have a picture from the sphere of a soldier kneeling in the road in front of a
ruined house holding the head of his prostrate dying horse, with the words ‘Good Bye,
Old Man’ underneath.
I understand I owe my life to a horse that had no choice. My father was a
soldier in the Canadian Horse Artillery. A shell exploded next to the gun carriage
killing his horse but, protected by his horse, he was saved, though much of one leg
14
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was badly wounded. But he
survived. He never told us that
story but, as children, we knew
and looked at that misshapen leg
and wondered.
Animals have been forced
into
military
service
for
centuries. Some humans have
always realised that war is a
stupid and counterproductive
way of settling human disputes.
The United Nations Charter
starts with a call ‘to save
succeeding generations from the
scourge of war’. More today
reject war now that modern
weaponry, especially nuclear,
makes indiscriminate global
destruction possible.
If we
continue as we are now doing,
such destruction becomes, not
just possible, but probable - by
accident, if not by design.

“GOOD-BYE OLD MAN”

Animals in War Research
In one way it is not just the horrors that happen to animals in war but what is done by
way of cold blooded experimentation in the cause of war that shocks me most. Nice
men and women in white coats in laboratories, perfectly safe themselves, but busy
putting animals of all sorts through appalling suffering, experimenting for war.
Radiation experiments on monkeys have been going on at least since 1957 at The
School of Aerospace Medicine in Texas. Some 18 per cent of US Department of
Defence experiments on animals are done without anaesthetics.
By 1981 at least 4,000 monkeys had been killed, many because of cancers
developed through radiation. One scientist, who refused to continue with this horrific
work, reported on one system of restraining animals. ‘The restraint devices are
barbaric in themselves: e.g. metal couches with metal neck, belly and ankle restraints.
As the animal struggles to free itself it often loses its teeth to the neck bar, gains
abrasions on the abdomen (often breaking entirely through the abdominal wall) or, so
secured, chafes its ankles so that they bleed and become infected’.
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The most horrific picture that I have is of what might have been a Rhesus
monkey, but hardly recognisable as one in its death agony. Hair fallen out, lips,
nostrils and eyelids swollen, all the result of deliberate exposure to dioxin, an
ingredient of the Agent Orange used in Vietnam. I do not think that there are sins
beyond forgiveness but whoever did this must have come close to that line.
What appalling insensitivity can lead any ‘scientist’ to radiate monkeys, put
them in a pseudo-pilot’s seat and wait to see how long it takes
————————
before they die? It makes me sick just to write about such
I do not think that
things. But it is all in print - see Monkeys go to W ar by
there are sins
Shirley McGreal of The International Primate Protection
beyond forgiveness
League.
but
whoever did this
This is, of course, not just an American moral problem.
must
have come
To the credit of the Americans, they are more open on these
close to that line.
awful matters than most. From the Swedes to the Japanese,
————————
the abuse of animals for military purposes is an international
disease. We British are deeply involved. Out of my file pops another horror, this
time from The Scotsman of Nov 2006. ‘British military scientists routinely subject
goats to severe pain and fatal injury as part of their research on Navy submarines,
the government has admitted’.
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The Hidden Victims of War
The best recent short pamphlet on this issue that I have seen is the 2006 publication
from A nimal Aid entitled A nimals: The Hidden V ictims of W ar. The pictures tell the
story which starts with a piece of history, ‘From Hannibal’s historic campaign using
elephants in Roman battles to ‘Roborat’ - rats with electrodes wired into their brains
by scientists keen to harness their acute sense of smell - animals have suffered
throughout history in human conflicts’.
There is a dog leaping over a trench and another with four burnt paws - a
result of mustard gas; an elephant pulls a Walrus aircraft along a runway; Russian
Cossacks, lying behind their prostrate horses, use them as cover from enemy fire; a
pig is used for battlefield surgery and penguins nest in minefields.
‘Animals used in wars’, says the pamphlet ‘are not heroes; they are victims.
They do not give their lives; their lives are taken’.
But we Ark readers do not have to rely on other sources for information about
the abuse of animals in and for war. The A rk published an article in the winter 2006
issue, as part of a series, about the military use of animals. Things must be even
worse by now. The article reported that ‘21,000 animals, including monkeys, ferrets
and pigs, were subjected to experiments at the secret biological and chemical
research centre in Porton Down last year’ - a 76 per cent increase since 2000.
Reading some literature about war, one would think that somehow ‘our’
animals were on ‘our’ side. What nonsense! Animals do show great loyalty to
individual humans but they do not suffer from our kind of nationalism. Certainly
those tortured in laboratories know only pain.
Cosy pictures of pets, kittens and puppies especially, we all like. But there is
another darker side to the story which must not be forgotten or tolerated. Cruelty is
cruelty and needs to be named. ֍
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THE PLIGHT OF INDIA’S ELEPHANTS
Philip Mansbridge is the Director of IFAW UK which has a project to help Christian
communities live in harmony with elephants in north east India. Here he discusses
his recent visit there to oversee the project and explains the plight of the Indian
elephant and what is being done to solve the problems for both the animals and the
local communities.
BY PHILIP MANSBRIDGE

A

s UK Director for the International Fund for
Animal Welfare (IFAW), I was recently in India to
visit a project which was helping small Christian
communities in the North East tip of India to live in
harmony with elephants.
India has always been regarded as a spiritual place,
and there is something about the energy of the people
juxtaposed against the noise and colours of the sometimes
beautiful, sometimes gritty landscape, that seemingly
reinforces this at every turn. At every glance there are
deities and roadside shrines, candles and crosses and religious artefacts and imagery
everywhere. When in India it’s clear that you are somewhere special.
It’s known that religion is an important part of Indian lives and naturally,
Hinduism is the lead religion with over 80 per cent of the population, followed by
Islam at just over 10 per cent. But, the next biggest religion is Christianity with
around 2.5 per cent of Indians referring to themselves as Christian. Alongside
religion, another important part of Indian lives is connection with nature – be it the
land they live from, or the animals that wander that land. The notion of ‘ahimsa’ is
an important cardinal virtue of Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism. Ahimsa is the
concept that all living beings have divine spiritual energy and thus hurting one living
being is to hurt oneself and a principle that Mahatma Gandhi strongly believed in.
Therefore, it’s no surprise that many animals, and elephants in particular, are an
important part of the culture, be that through their religious symbolism, use in
religious festivals, as working elephants, or simply as a wild animal to be admired.
The Human/Elephant Conflict
It’s easy as a Londoner to think how impossible it would be that anyone wouldn’t
want elephants wandering around their land. They are magnificent creatures and the
first time you see one in the wild is something you will never forget. Their size,
grace, intelligence and family bonds all leave you enchanted, simply wanting more.
18

THE ARK

SUMMER 2016

But, these feelings aren’t always shared by those living amongst the wildlife, and as
humanStpopulations
Francis grow, and more and more land gets developed across elephant
habitat in Africa and Asia, human/wildlife conflict naturally increases.
Whilst in India I noticed on the front page of a regional paper that someone
had been killed by an elephant whilst tending their fields. I pointed it out to my
colleague from the IFAW /W ildlife Trust of India (WTI), our partners on the ground
in India, and she said that unfortunately it is all too common. Whilst tragedies like
this can often be avoided, often they aren’t - and herein lies the deep issue.
Over time, the natural range of elephants in India has been diminished.
Agricultural land, fencing, roads, farms, settlements, tea plantations and more have
all played a key role in this. What this means is that elephants now following their
traditional routes for food and water, population maintenance or simply to avoid
seasonal floods (as they have for hundreds and hundreds of years), now find
themselves blocked and increasingly living amongst people and human communities.
When conflict does happen it is often for revenge – for any of the above reasons and
often an innocent elephant is selected to take the brunt for the actions of another.
Ultimately, this punishment doesn’t help the situation – we need to find ways to live
in harmony, and mindful killing or hurting of an animal who knows no different
simply isn’t the solution. Whilst in India I visited The Centre for W ildlife
Rehabilitation and Conservation (CWRC), a joint project between WTI and IFAW,
caring for injured and orphaned animals including leopards, gibbons, orphaned baby
rhinos and baby elephants. One very young elephant we saw had just come in and
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was clearly in massive pain, on a drip and strong painkillers. I was shocked to hear he
had been shot three times. No-one was really sure why; perhaps an act of revenge
from a local farmer, maybe a poaching accident. Later that night I found out from the
Park Director that he didn't pull through. I was devastated. He was just one of many
elephants killed in this avoidable conflict.
Another issue with the development of land is the hazards it causes. What once
was a natural path could now be a field full of peril. Like most Englishmen, I love a
good cup of tea each morning (and afternoon, and evening!), and in North East India
particularly, tea is a very important part of the economy, with plantations almost
everywhere. But, tea plantations are one of many issues elephants face. Until my visit
I wasn’t aware that my morning cuppa could cause issues for elephants!
The main issue in this region is tea trenches, long channels that are dug all
around the plantations to drain water away quickly after monsoons. They are only
about one metre wide but are a big problem for young elephants that regularly fall
down them and get stuck. This often causes injuries and if their fall goes unnoticed,
they may well be left there, helpless and ultimately dying.
Solutions
So, what is the solution to the riddle of how to get elephants and humans living in
harmony? The answer, though logistically complex, is simple – we need to just
protect their natural pathways and get out of their way! If we do this the boundaries
are clearer – for elephants and humans alike.
So, to help limit these conflict points, we are now working with WTI to help
secure 100 areas across India in order to create safe ‘corridors’ for the elephants,
simply so that the elephants can move freely between areas whilst avoiding negative
contact with people – be that through trampling fields or people, raiding crops,
avoiding shared water sources and more.
The small Christian community at Ram Terang village offers a ray of hope. I
was there as part of a select delegation to officially hand over new homes to the
community as they had agreed to move out of a key elephant corridor area to ensure
that elephants had free passage without causing harm to villagers or crops.
The villagers had been given new brick built houses which had replaced their
corrugated iron ones, and new, better quality agricultural land - something they were
more than happy to relocate for. They were safe, their crops and houses were safe and
the elephants were safe. It was a win-win. The only thing missing was their new
village church but this was something the local regional Governor had already
pledged to fund. It won’t be easy securing these corridors, and it won’t be cheap. But
as populations grow it won’t be easy avoiding human/wildlife conflict unless we do.
Working with communities of all faiths, in India and beyond is always our greatest
chance of success. ֍
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ET PHONE HOME - THE CALL OF THE WILD
Jenny Amphaeris, MA Oxon, is a part-time MA linguistics student at Bangor
University, specialising in animal communication. She presented some of her research
findings at the Ecumenical Animal Welfare Retreat in Noddfa in May 2015 and she
shares that presentation with us here, along with her pictures.
BY JENNY AMPHAERIS

‘Standing on the shoulders of giants, we peer into the darkness with
eyes opened, not in fear but in wonder.’
(Wonders of the Universe, Brian Cox and Andrew Cohen.)

T

hese beautiful summer skies offer a brilliant opportunity to gaze up at the
stars and wonder. Classic stor ies focus on this: T he X -Files, Star Trek, Close
Encounters, E.T.. What do they all have in common? Science fiction, elements of
communication with alien intelligence, and they focus ‘out there.’ These are common
phrases: ‘The truth is out there’, ‘extra-terrestrial’, ‘Space: the final frontier’. But
what about closer to home?
It is great to postulate that there could be other worlds, containing life beyond
our own. Without debating Scientology, it is fair to keep an open mind. Indeed, much
scientific research has been devoted to the subject. S.E.T.I. - the Search for Extra
Terrestrial Intelligence - is one of the most iconic examples. This project has close
links to universities, particularly Harvard, and receives government funding for
outreach programmes, in addition to receiving $2.5 million a year in private funding.
Then there is all of the popular science devoted to the topic. ‘Two possibilities
exist. Either we are alone in the Universe or we are not. Both are equally
terrifying.’ (Arthur C. Clarke - V isions: How Science W ill Revolutionize the TwentyFirst Century, Michio Kaku.)
A key characteristic I would like to focus on is the idea that, if we do somehow
find someone out there, we believe we will crack the code on communication for each
other’s language and we will have the chance, not only to meet our neighbours, but to
understand more about the world we live in, extended to our solar system and beyond.
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But what about closer to home?
Well, even at home, we seem to focus
on the exotic. Think holidays and you
may imagine the white, sandy beaches
and sparkling, turquoise surf of
Polynesia. Think foreign languages
and you might picture a bustling
airport with a babble of different
tongues, rather than, say, Welsh. Think
natural wonders and you might dream
up something amazing like the Grand
Canyon. Thus, when people think of
animals, they often focus on the
biggest, strangest, or cutest, and this is
where most research seems to lie.
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What about closer
to home?

Animal Communication Projects
The following is a brief outline of some of the main animal communication-related
projects and what they tell us, although they have been carried out by biologists and
psychologists for the purposes of understanding ecology, cognition and behaviour,
rather than language.
Initial studies involved trying to teach our language systems - vocal and then
signing - to other species. Nim Chimsky was the subject of such an experiment,
brought up in a home of scientists, to attempt to discern just how similarly he could
live and communicate with us. However, much of his body language and capacity for
joking were ignored, as were the ethical and limiting implications of such an enforced
and unnatural set-up. Observation has since taken over.
Exhibiting a range of modality, are elephants who use seismic rumblings of the
earth beneath their steps, with sensitive pads on the bottoms of their feet, to keep in
contact over kilometres; the male firefly, who creates a dazzling luminescence in its
abdomen to attract mates, and bats, who use ultrasonic communication far beyond the
human hearing range, so that it is difficult to say whether or not they are using
complex communication, even language, as we have not been able to explore their
sounds until recent technological advances. Wolves’ magical-sounding howls have
been studied, though largely remain a mystery beyond suspected social functions,
while rats have only just been found to sniff each other faster to show dominance,
utilising a sense that humans have all but lost.
Content has been explored to limited degrees, but prairie dogs have been shown
to be quite descriptive in their alarm calls, going as far as to not only identify species,
22

THE ARK

SUMMER 2016

but even humans’ clothing colours. East African vervet monkeys have separate alarm
calls for leopards, eagles and pythons, which are not just made out of fear, like
shouting, ‘Yikes.’ Playbacks reveal that, if no predator is spotted, the monkeys stop
responding after about the third time, in a ‘Peter cried wolf’ fashion, showing intention
to communicate and response to that intention.
Cognition factors in as well. Alex, the famous and personable African Grey
Parrot with the ability to speak vocally like humans, learned how to identify, request,
refuse, categorize with colours and shapes, and quantify over a hundred objects. He
created a name for a fruit he was newly introduced to, an apple, combining what he
had already learned: the shape of a cherry and the taste of a banana: banerry. He even
corrected younger parrots being taught in his presence.
Then there are dolphin whistles, which are said to be individual and allow
others in the group to identify the particular dolphin in question, like a name. And
last, but definitely not least, we have the beluga whale, which has been heard to mimic
human speech. The sounds are not natural for this species, nor is the clear splitting up
of sound segments, nor is the intonation which is similar to that of humans. This is an
important avenue to explore, not only because it could link to babies’ babbling in early
stages of trying out speech, sounds and the rules of their native language, but also as it
could link into psychological views that you mimic or repeat back to show
understanding and connection with another person. Any good waitress knows this!
But, again, what about closer to home? It has been newly discovered that the
larvae of some butterflies replicate the sounds of ants, particularly the queen, so as to
be carried back to their nest and be well-fed. So what of the grass snake, the earwig,
the snail, the mouse - often thought of as just a pest - and the newt? What don’t we
know about these species? Life in the average garden is natural, vibrant, but very
often ignored.
An article in The Guardian actually reports that ‘Noise pollution is making us
oblivious to the sound of nature’. Due to so much noise, like traffic and mobile
phones, people are tuning out the sounds of birds and trickling streams. But just take a
moment to listen to birdsong and you will realise how beautiful and intricate it is.
Birds are not the only animals we block out. A common nuisance complaint to
Councils is barking dogs; but it is worth considering that, as The Dog Whisperer puts
so succinctly, ‘Your dog is trying to tell you something with his bark. Listen to
him!’ (Cesar’s Way, Cesar Millan).
Not only are we exploring other parts of the universe for intelligent life before
really exploring our own world, we are even uncovering the communication of plants
and fungi, the latter’s underground network being an important source of information
for flora about oncoming aphid attacks. So maybe we should build from the ground
up, literally. But that still brings us back to animals.
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Language-Specific Research
How much animal language-specific research is going on today? Not enough;
certainly not $2.5 million a year’s worth! But the few projects that have been carried
out are already revealing intriguing results.
Modality: the honeybee’s figure of eight waggle dance, shows the direction
and distance of nectar to the rest of the hive. Syntax: the Bengal Finch’s songs
cannot be rearranged without incurring the wrath of the bird, suggesting that they
segment their sounds and have a kind of word order too. Recursion: another feature
that seems to be revealed in birdsong, similar to the way in which we extend our
sentences and embed phrases. Critical Period: some kinds of sparrows, like children
learning words, are thought to have a specific early window in time to learn their
songs, or they risk never learning them at all. FOXP2 gene: one of the genetic traces
of language, this gene has now been revealed in the DNA of Neanderthals, as well as
birds to help them construct their songs. Categorisation: any species more complex
than an earthworm, as a tutor once said, uses categorisation to navigate and
comprehend their world. But this becomes much more complex when you see other
species creating and using names for one another. Creativity: humpback whales
repeat a half-hour song for up to 24 hours, constantly refining phrases alongside
other whales, while these collective compositions vary across oceans as much as
dialects. Interspecies communication: whether with humans, like the honeyguide
bird, who whistles and zips to beckon the Maasai Mara to honey sources in return for
honeycomb, or the ground squirrel that fans its tail to let a snake know, via its
infrared sensory system, that it has been spotted and will not be attacking its lunch
today.
All this moves us towards posing the ultimate question: do animals have
language? However, this often brings up the checklist approach, such as Charles
Hockett’s ‘design features’ for language, though there is no exact consensus even
for humans! These criteria include a vocal-auditory channel for communication,
which would leave no room to allow for sign language; specialisation, signals being
primarily for communication, as opposed to echolocation, for example; arbitrariness
of symbols used; semanticity, so that the signals have stable meanings - pillow in our
lifetime will always refer to that wonderful sleep apparatus; cultural transmission
over generations; discrete separate segments; and displacement, enabling discussion
of abstract concepts like love, or things absent, like a lost object (cf. The Language
Myth, Vyvyan Evans).
But there are plenty of challenges to this list and approach. Cognitive
Linguistics, a growing research area, focuses on generalising cognitive abilities and a
clean slate from birth, with language being learned through experience, as opposed to
the traditional view that there is a specialist language department in the brain that is
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innate, and humanocentric. Iconicity, where language is not always symbolic and
arbitrary, but can resemble the actual thing in real life: such as onomatopoeia - the
sound of glass shattering, or sequence - veni, vidi, vici: I came, I saw, I conquered,
in that order. Moreover, there’s typology, looking at various different languages
and what they reveal. As can be seen already, many animals are slowly but surely
ticking off these criteria, while human languages, like Amazonian Pirahã, which
does not possess recursion, challenge the criteria.
Growing evidence only builds a case for animal communication being more
than a series of grunts and growls, and an informative and entertaining overview
can be found in Chasing Doctor Dolittle, Con Slobodchikoff. Though, for any
concept of animal language to be entertained, science needs evidence of theory of
mind in other species: explicit illustration that animal A is aware of animal B - its
existence, and its having thoughts and feelings which are potentially different to its
own.
This needs to be accomplished. Animal communication research is
imperative. It will not only reveal information about language, and have potentially
massive positive implications for animal welfare, but it could open up literally a
world of knowledge. And maybe, once we’ve cracked terrestrial communication
systems, they could help with those extra-terrestrial ones.
In the meantime, while we continue to search ‘out there,’ we should consider
the ‘aliens’ and neighbours on our own planet. Take ethereal, haunting whale song,
its intensity and wavelength represented here graphically. If this does not sound
‘alien’ and exciting enough to us right now, I do not know what would.
When E.T. ‘phoned home,’ he could not have realised that his statement was
also a message: start from what you know, focus on home first. There are some
wonderful things just waiting to be discovered here, discovered by listening to the
call of the wild. And one day, I hope we can answer that call. ֍
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WHAT SETS HUMANS APART FROM OTHER ANIMALS ?
BY BARBARA GARDNER

I

recently attended a talk on the subject of the human imagination and heard
the speaker say, ‘I think that what sets humans apart from other animals is our
ability to imagine’. He then talked about how we humans can reminisce about the
past, plan for the future and create images in our mind’s eye – all of which animals
can’t do. ‘Hang on a minute,’ the alarm bells rang in my head, ‘what evidence do we
have that animals can’t do any of these things?’ Fortunately, I was not alone in my
concerns about this flawed and speciesist reasoning and, thankfully, when it was time
for the question and answer session, many people,
————————–—
philosophers and psychologists among them,
‘The speciesist shows a
strongly challenged this statement. Even if we
sentimental tendency to put his
can’t prove that animals have these faculties, that
own species upon a pedestal,
doesn’t automatically prove that they don’t have
but he or she does so on totally
them. All too often we hear this statement from
inadequate grounds. There is
some sections of the scientific community – ‘What no scientific justification for the
sets us apart from the animals is…’ and then what speciesist prejudice. There is
follows is not scientific evidence but a deep-rooted
no logic to it.’
speciesist opinion. Furthermore, such statements
Dr Richard D. Ryder
fly in the face of recent scientific evidence to the
——————————
contrary, as much research has been undertaken on
the mental and emotional lives of animals by eminent scientists and cognitive
ethologists, such as Dame Jane Goodall DBE, Dr Frans De Waal, Prof. Marc Bekoff,
Dr Jonathan Balcombe and many others. Such statements are even contradictory to
the long-established work of Charles Darwin who famously described the difference
as one of degree rather than of kind.1

Speciesist Sentimentality
So what makes sections of the scientific community cling to these outdated and,
frankly, incorrect opinions established by the old philosophers Aristotle, Aquinas and
Descartes? Is it because the denial of these faculties in animals allows such scientists
to experiment on them without the consequent feelings of guilt that would interfere
with their work? Or is it a sentimental prejudice towards their own species, which
they have to believe is something special, the pinnacle of creation, the one species
with an eternal soul that will achieve a life after death on account of the fact that they
have language and reason? The same scientific community accuses those who show
concern for animals of being sentimental about them. But surely it is they who are
being sentimental about their own species? As Dr Richard D. Ryder, the inventor of
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the term ‘speciesism’ and CCA’s scientific adviser says, ‘The speciesist shows a
sentimental tendency to put his own species upon a pedestal, but he or she does so on
totally inadequate grounds. There is no scientific justification for the speciesist
prejudice. There is no logic to it’.2
Let’s look at some differences. Humans can stand upright, freeing their
hands to use tools. They have opposable thumbs, a complex vocal language, a more
developed neo-cortex area of the brain and social skills that allow them to work
together constructively, teach their young and pass skills on to others, allowing those
skills to develop across generations. These are the common factors put forward by
the speciesists to argue that humans are superior to other animals. But there are so
many other differences that set us apart from animals, where it is they, not us, who
have the advantage. Can humans fly like an eagle or swim like a dolphin or run like
a cheetah? Can humans see as eagerly as a hawk, smell as sensitively as a dog or
hear as sensitively as one? Do humans have the homing instincts of a pigeon and
many other birds? Can they swim across an ocean to return to the place of their birth
like a salmon? I could go on. Nature is full of examples of the extraordinary
abilities of animals that are not shared by humans. It all depends on which abilities
are considered the most important and it is hardly surprising that humans will feel
that the abilities which are most useful to themselves are the most important ones.
We have a natural bias.
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The speciesist philosophers from Aristotle to Descartes, considered language
and reasoning to be the two most important faculties when distinguishing between
those animals with immortal souls and those without. They considered that only men
(yes, men, not humans, as women and slaves were considered to lack reason too) had
such faculties. Aristotle’s anthropocentric view of the world extended to his belief
that the sun, the planets and the stars all orbited around the earth, a fact we now know
to be quite wrong. Given the science available to Aristotle at that time, we perhaps
can’t be too harsh on him for his mistakes. However, in today’s world, where we
have the science to know about how the planetary orbits work, such a view would be
considered ridiculous. But we also have the science to understand the inner emotional
lives of animals, yet many scientists choose to ignore it. Why?
A Shared Evolution
All of us animals have shared the same evolutionary path from the time the first
organisms appeared on the earth. We have shared the same brain evolution and
therefore, share the same brain structures. This started around five hundred million
years ago with a neural chassis which first developed in primitive fish. We also share
a reptilian complex, which developed several hundred million years ago in reptiles
and surrounded the neural chassis. This controls our basic behaviours such as sex
drive, aggression and dominance behaviour. We share a limbic system which
developed about a hundred and fifty million years ago and surrounded the reptilian
complex, where the emotions reside. This area includes the hypothalamus which is
associated with drives, the amygdala which is associated with emotions, the
hippocampus which is associated with memory, the pituitary gland which controls the
endocrine system and the olfactory cortex which controls the sense of smell. Finally,
the neocortex developed around the limbic system several tens of millions of years
ago which controls the cognitive functions.3
It could be argued that humans have a more developed neocortex than other
animals but, apart from this, all animals share the major brain areas described above
and have shared their joint evolution. Can the final part of that evolution, the
extended development of the neocortex, really set humans apart from other animals?
Is that final development of the neocortex responsible for language and reason and the
ability to imagine, and does that make us different? Or is it, as Darwin said, simply
responsible for a difference of degree rather than kind?
Suffering Matters
In 1789 the philosopher Jeremy Bentham famously said, ‘The question is not can they
reason, nor can they talk, but can they suffer?’ He recognised that it was suffering that
mattered and therefore we could not be set apart from the other animals as we were all
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capable of suffering. However, he appeared, from that statement, to accept that, in
the areas of talking and reasoning, humans were different from the other animals. But
today we have the science to show that animals not only suffer, but that they also talk
and they also reason. The fault for not realising this before lay with us.
What evidence do we have that animals can talk and reason? At the
University of Nevada, Beattrice and Robert Gardner realised that the pharynx and
larynx of a chimpanzee were not suitable for speech and looked for a form of
symbolic language that could employ the strengths, rather than the weaknesses, of the
chimpanzee anatomy. Recognising the immense dexterity of their chimpanzees, they
taught them a sign language known as Ameslan. In a short space of time their three
chimpanzees were signing, using a vocabulary of between 100 and 200 words. They
also started to invent new words. For example, when one of the chimpanzees was first
introduced to an orange she signed for the colour ‘orange’ and ‘apple’ – orange apple.
Research by Kohler and Lorenz identified the significant problem-solving abilities of
chimpanzees, while primatologist, Jane Goodall, reported significant tool usage by
chimpanzees.4
Cognitive Ethology
And there is much more to animals than just talking and reasoning. Cognitive
ethology is the scientific study of the mental and emotional lives of animals.
According to cognitive ethologist, Dr Jonathan Balcombe, animals show cooperation5, according to Dr Frans De Waal animals show empathy 6 and, according to
Prof. Marc Bekoff, animals show morality 7. Animals have been known to show
compassion and altruism, such as when dolphins surround a human swimmer to
protect them from sharks8. Animals demonstrate creativity and art, for example, the
painting elephants at The Asian Elephant Art and Conservation Project (AEACP) in
Thailand. Some animals are even reported to have a sixth sense and there are
examples of cats and dogs that travel hundreds of miles to return home 9 or find their
owners who have gone to war10.11
So, not only can animals suffer, talk and reason, they can also imagine. The
question is not ‘What sets humans apart from other animals?’ but ‘What amazing
qualities do we have the privilege of sharing with other animals?’ In the end, of all
these qualities, it is our shared ability to suffer that is the most important factor in
determining our relationship with other animals. ֍
Notes:1. Charles Darwin, The Descent of Man, (John Murray, 1871). 2. Dr Richard D. Ryder, The Political A nimal, (McFarland & Co Inc,
1998), p51. 3. Barbara Gardner, The Compassionate Animal, (Animal Books & Media 2014), pp 157-160. 4. Barbara Gardner, The
Compassionate Animal, (Animal Books & Media 2014), pp 168-170. 5. Jonathan Balcombe, Second Nature: The Inner Life of A nimals,
(Macmillan, 2010). 6. Frans De Waal, The Age of Empathy: Nature’s Lessons for a Kinder Society, (Harmony Books, 2009). 7. Marc Bekoff,
Wild Justice: The Moral Lives of Animals, (The University of Chicago Press, 2009). 8. Leah Lemieux, Rekindling the Waters: The Truth About
Swimming with Dolphins, (Matador, 2009). 9. Rupert Sheldrake, Dogs That Know when Their Owners Are Coming Home: The Unexplained
Powers of Animals, (Random House, 2000). 10. Neil Storey, Animals in The First World War, (Shire Publications, 2014) pp 41-42. 11. Barbara
Gardner, The Compassionate Animal, (Animal Books & Media 2014), pp 170-178.
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CONCERN FOR INSECTS
CCA Chairman Emeritus, Dr Edward P. Echlin, is honorary research fellow at Leeds
Trinity University College, and author of The Cosmic Circle, Jesus and the Earth
(Columba, 2004) and Climate and Christ, A Prophetic Alternative (Columba, 2010).
Here he shares his concern for the smaller animals in the Creation and their
important role in the web of life.
BY DR EDWARD P. ECHLIN

R

ecently, we could perhaps say suddenly, there have
been recurrent warnings, including from The Soil
Association, about threats to the welfare of our endangered
and precious insects. Some evidence seems to point to
damage to pollen and pollinating insects from toxic
chemicals sprayed onto crops in the countryside. There are
also reports about dwarfed insects whose pollen is itself
dwarfed and diminished as are their bodies. Nectar and
pollen, like our insects themselves, is an often overlooked
ingredient of the food chain. We, like other mammals,
depend on insect enriched crops for food – for life itself. Among rural
conservationists it has long been an adage that if insects disappeared humanity would
be severely diminished.
Animals may not always be large and furry or feathered, but both large and
tiny are important. What I want to suggest is that we include insects in our prayers,
both private and collective, and in our concern for animals and fellow creatures. They
are within ‘the whole’ for which ‘Catholic’ concern stands. We can lead and provide
an example of caring appreciation of our tiny living companions especially the honey
bees who ‘teach the rule of nature to a peopled kingdom’.
Rural Catholics,
especially, can provide an example by planting, which often means restoring, hedges
which are habitats for small creatures. By mostly organic food production, without
neonicotinoids and other lethal chemicals, we not only feed ourselves but also nurture
fellow creatures. I cherish the memory of walking around the farm of Lord Peter
Melchett, Chair of The Soil A ssociation. The lush green fields and hedges were
biodiverse, ‘Catholic’ in its wider sense of ‘the whole’. The cattle were visibly
healthy and obviously independent of sprayed cereals.
Most of us, of course, are town or city folk. We can ask ourselves what we
can do to associate ourselves with rural associates who provide the resources of life
and not death to our fellow creatures. We can do visibly more than is often realised.
We may not be surrounded by green biodiversity as townies were in pre-car culture
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years. But still visible in our shingled and slabbed neighbourhoods are living oases of
gardens, hedges, and trees, and, to borrow the title of a column in a local parish
newsletter, ‘green spots’. Despite the soil devouring garden ‘improvers’, now
ubiquitous in our towns, we can even increase soil by carefully uncovering some
nearby and around our houses and flats. Pope Francis remarked on how people make
their home interiors pleasant to behold and inhabit, even in ugly high-rises. We can
similarly brighten with the ‘little land’ around our dwellings, even if only on a roof or
window ledge.
When we enjoy a few feet of soil we should consider our insect companions.
Like people who lack gardens, they are deprived of habitats with green and flowering
plants. When we remove a slab, or chip away part of one, or a piece of concrete, we
can cultivate the soil community we have freed. A cordon fruit tree in a crowded area
provides nectar and pollen to roving insects. It’s thrilling to see them discover life
where formerly there was built desert. We wonder how they discovered it and, when
companions join them, how they communicated their discovery. I love to watch the
shadows of bees on my south facing wall as they feed on and pollinate the blossoms of
wall-trained fruit trees, both cordons and an espalier. One often sees the shadow before
the bee. Everyone is a winner. Plants share blossoms, nectar, pollen and beauty. Those
blossoms, insect pollinated, become small fruit which we nurture until it is ripe for
eating – another type of beauty. Even in a small border we can plant nectar-rich
flowering plants - lavender, sweet william and foxgloves are good examples.
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At local garden centres, insect friendly plants, are often marked with a picture of a
honey bee. Well informed staff advise how and when to plant them and how to care
for them and their insect companions.
A wonderful setting for pollinating plants is a parish garden of remembrance
where family and friends are buried. Our local south-facing remembrance garden is
rich with symbolism, adjacent to the church and, just beyond that, the English
Channel. The plants and trees were selected which visibly enhance earth life. They
are rich with blossom, pollen, berries and small fruits. Resident insects enhance the
symbolism and hope of new life. In larger gardens, including churchyards, we can set
aside a wildlife area, including a few insect-friendly, wild flowers and trees. Plants,
such as nettles and brambles, soon arrive. With the onslaught against wildlife, and
ultimately all of us, by chemical agribusiness, our memorial gardens and churchyards
may become survival spots until neonicotinoids and other poisons are phased out.
Meanwhile, we can unite with caring persons, lobbying MPs and ministers for a
detoxified countryside. Example is an important ingredient. Our churchyards and
homes can witness to wildlife inclusion, even in crowded cities. Our homes, even if
small, should also include a wildlife area.
Finally it is educational for children to observe honey bees move from
blossom to blossom, thereby feeding themselves and spreading pollen as they touch
down. Children, too, are within the ‘peopled kingdom’ which honey bees teach. ֍
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THE SYMBOLISM OF TOY ANIMALS
Lifetime member of CCA and regular contributor to The Ark, Anthony Hofler
investigates the importance of symbols in our lives and the role of toy animals as
symbols of our affection for real animals.
BY ANTHONY HOFLER

T

he Catholic Companion was a monthly magazine published by The Universe
Media Group. Although serious subjects were not excluded entirely from it, the
content was innocuous. A charming regular feature provided insights into the life of
Brother Ursus, a Dominican bear. A series of photographs showed what he had been
‘up to’ recently (I was not alone in feeling compassion at the sight of his being unable
to get up to a Paschal Candle, which was much too tall for him). For no reason
known to me, he disappeared from the magazine. My enquiry into the matter took
the form of a characteristically-rhythmic rhyme, which I offered for publication. The
rhyme, which was rejected, disclosed that:
We are beguiled by teddies,
And I’m not ashamed to mention
That we play with them
Although we’re old enough to have a pension.
Our Lord said, ‘unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter
the kingdom of Heaven’ (Matt. 18:3). My friend has a wonderful sense of fun, which
includes a great gift for arranging teddy bears in imaginative ‘scenes’. She believes
that the poem was rejected because of the embarrassing portrayal of pensionable
adults playing with teddies. There follows now the thoughts prompted by that theory.

Brother Ursus,
the Dominican Bear

Symbolism
Toy animals exemplify the role of symbolism
in our lives. Symbols are everywhere. We are
well aware of the fact that they are ‘only’
symbols, but the attitude of heart which they
arouse in us seems likely to be a reliable
guide to our attitude to the realities which
they symbolise. This can be demonstrated by
reference to religion or by reference to
circumstances which have no obviously
religious character.
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Brother Ursus of Blackfriars, Oxford
The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that ‘In human life, signs and
symbols occupy an important place. As a being at once body and spirit, man
expresses and perceives spiritual realities through physical signs and symbols. As a
social being, man needs signs and symbols to communicate with others, through
language, gestures, and actions. The same holds true for his relationship with
God’ (para. 1146). ‘God speaks to man through the visible creation. …’ (para.
1147).
‘Inasmuch as they are creatures, these perceptible realities can become means
of expressing the action of God who sanctifies men, and the action of men who offer
worship to God. The same is true of signs and symbols taken from the social life of
man…’ (para. 1148).
From such premises follow the multiform objects which help to focus the
mind on religious realities. People do not pray to the objects, but are helped by them
to raise their minds and hearts to God – which is the nature of prayer (ibid., para.
2590). The objects are not indispensable, as is evident from the fact that it is
possible to raise the mind and heart to God in many different situations where no
religious objects are present, but they do often help. For example, ‘I find it easier to
say my prayers with attention and devotion before a crucifix or a statue than before a
bare wall. The crucifix reminds me of my Saviour, and keeps my thoughts
collected’ (The Catechism Simply Explained, by Canon Cafferata; Burns, Oates &
Washbourne; p.84). Similarly, all sorts of non-religious objects are treasured
because they represent something else which is treasured - photographs, rings,
letters, greeting-cards, ornaments, and publicly-displayed monuments are examples.
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Unless maturity and the control of your mind by practical realities have so
emptied you of emotion that you simply cannot react in this way, if you witnessed
someone focusing solely on the physical nature of an object and displaying disregard
for its representative significance, you would regard such a person as lacking an
important element of humanity. Can disregard of the representative significance of
an object co-exist easily with benevolence towards what it represents? If someone
dismissed a photograph of your mother, saying that ‘ it’s only a photograph, ’ you
would doubt that there was much, if any, real affection for her in that person’s heart.
Should adults disdain toy animals?
Can benevolence towards real animals co-exist with lack of interest in
representations of them? Love is proved by practical action (cf. James 2: 14-26), but
precedes it. Love is the beginning, and action can be the result. Probably all the
readers of this article are well-disposed towards animals. Some readers, however, do
not work in animal-rescue centres, or even own a pet, but that would not undermine
their belief that cruelty to animals is evil. Enjoyment of contact with animals is
conducive to kindness to them, but is not essential to it.
Similarly, the taking of pleasure in toy animals can indicate, but is not
necessary to prove, benevolence to real ones. I think that it must be accepted as
factual that some people are able to maintain a clear distinction between reality and
representations, and that the giving of little or no attention to representations is
evidence, but not proof, of indifference to the reality which is represented. For
instance, I do not spend much time looking at photographs, but do attach importance
to what some photographs show. If I did occasionally look at them and enjoyed
doing so, would that be justification for embarrassment? Should the answer to that
be affected if it were proved that children also enjoy looking
at pictures? In other words, does enjoying what children
enjoy make you pitiably-childish?
Narrowing, now, the focus of attention, consider this:
if you like a real animal, why not a picture, model, or cloth
copy of one? I think that it was President Theodore
(‘Teddy’) Roosevelt who started the ‘teddy’ bear
phenomenon. I have little regard for many politicians, but if
the prestige of office is paralleled by maturity in the
incumbent, then Teddy’s tenderness towards teddies should
help to relieve embarrassment at lower levels of society.
I don’t believe that there should
embarrassment. What do you think? ֍
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THE WHISKERS’ SYNDICATE
Sarah Dunning is CCA’s observer from the Anglican Society for the Welfare of
Animals (ASWA) and is also on the board of the Animal Interfaith Alliance (AIA).
She has been a long-time advocate for animals.
BY SARAH DUNNING

T

hey say is ‘small is beautiful’, and I link this concept to the well-known tale
of the hundreds of stranded starfish on a beach, where it was ‘good’ for
those few which were flung back into the sea. Bandung, the capital of West Java
province in Indonesia, is the location of The W hiskers Syndicate (TWS). TWS is
probably the only cat sanctuary in a country with no animal protection laws, and
where extreme neglect of, and cruelty to, animals are the norm. Running this
sanctuary singlehanded for eighty felines is a remarkable young woman, Josephia
Liem, often called Josie. She is highly educated,
very resourceful and cares passionately about the
plight of abandoned cats on the streets of
Bandung. In addition to caring for the eighty
cats inside her sanctuary, Josie regularly feeds
feral colonies in the streets.
Josephia is a Catholic in a largely Muslim
country. She herself grew up in an animal-loving
family in Japan. Rescuing animals was always a
way of life in her formative years. It is very
tough to be on a mission that few others in her
city understand or respect, and Josie finds
herself isolated culturally as well as by her
Josephia Liem - TWS Manager
Christian faith, but still she perseveres.
The cats Josie rescues are ill, abused, injured or malnourished. People
regularly drop unwanted cats over her wall in sacks or boxes – often female cats with
small kittens. Josie has made it her calling in life to nurse these poor creatures back
to good health. There are many heartbreaks along the way, but you will see from the
photo that her large cat family looks happy and healthy. Eastern world veterinary
services are much more basic than in the West, and Josie assists the visiting vet with
spays, castrations and other necessary surgeries, and is able herself to perform
procedures such as intravenous drips at the sanctuary.
She works all day, every day, with no assistance, caring for the cats and often
going without herself if funds get tight – and they often do; her income is sometimes
precarious and unpredictable. But she never loses her faith. Artistic and creative,
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Rescued cat - Silvervine with kittens
she sews cat toys and other items, using ethical fabric scraps from local clothing
manufacturers, which are for sale on the Whiscraft part of the Etsy website. She also
freelances her journalistic and translating skills. All profits help to fund the sanctuary.
You can find Josie’s website, blog and Facebook page all at
www.whiskerssyndicate.com. Do take a look, browse awhile and if you are able, please
send her a donation, ‘like’ her on Facebook, promote her on Twitter and tell all your
family and friends about this amazing lady and her wonderful oasis of loving kindness.
As fellow Christians, do let us support Josie in our prayers and in whatever practical
ways we are able. Without doubt she ‘talks the talk’ and ‘walks the walk’. Should you
wish to offer support in a collective way, email me at sariae1@googlemail.com. ֍
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PEOPLE 4 PONIES
Faye Stacey runs People4Ponies (P4P) in North Devon, a charity which rescues,
rehabilitates and, where possible, rehomes traumatised moorland ponies and also
campaigns at government level to improve their treatment. Here she explains the
charity’s work and the problems that the moorland ponies face and what needs to be
done to solve those problems. CCA is supporting P4P through its Phyllis Mary Trust.
BY FAYE STACEY

P

eople4ponies (P4P) is a small equine charity based near Witheridge in
North Devon, UK, dedicated to helping wild and traumatised ponies. We
are run by a team of volunteers - nobody receives a salary - and we are funded
entirely by fundraising and donations. All the money raised goes directly on the care
of ponies and our campaigning work.
P4P specialises in the rehabilitation of traumatised ponies (mostly from
Exmoor, Dartmoor or Bodmin) often labelled as ‘untrainable’ or ‘impossible’. Most
have been mutilated as wild ponies. We have a rehoming scheme for rehabilitated
ponies to go out on loan. Those ponies who trust us but are unsuitable to be rehomed
to a ‘normal’ home stay with us – either conservation grazing on nature reserves, or
at our main yard where their rehabilitation and training continues.

Faye Stacey and a wild foal from
Dartmoor - First handling.
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Campaign Work
Our campaigning work is very
important to us – we can
rehabilitate ponies but, to us, it
would be better if we could stop
the
root
cause
of
the
problem. Through our award
winning campaigns, we have
stopped ear mutilations on wild
ponies, achieved a ban on hot
branding domesticated ponies,
brought
restrictions
to
the
Wild pony markets
take place each
procedure of hot branding wild
autumn.
ponies, and published an exposé of
the illegal export trade of wild
ponies from Dartmoor abroad. We have also worked to improve the conditions at the
wild pony markets which take place each autumn. Our work is supported by our MP,
Neil Parish, who is one of our patrons. He was chairman of The A ssociate
Parliamentary Group for Animal Welfare (APGAW) and has fought strongly in
support of our campaigns, particularly on the subject of hot branding, and fully
supports our aim to achieve a ban. We attend Parliament to contribute to Animal
Welfare Committee meetings.
Most recently we have been highlighting the equine crisis on Bodmin Moor.
At the time of writing this article, the crisis is still ongoing with many emaciated
ponies in need of removal from the moor.
Topsy

Topsy – One of P4P’s Sponsored Ponies.
Topsy is a Bodmin pony who has an earnotch in her left ear and was hot branded.
P4P took her in from another rescue centre,
labelled impossible all her life. She was
already in her 30s when she came to us and
is now 35. She can now be handled by P4P
volunteers and has even competed at Horse
Agility. She was the worst traumatised pony
we have ever helped, with many trauma
trigger points on her body causing
flashbacks.
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Bodmin Pony Crisis
Bodmin Moor is located in Cornwall – the most South-Westerly county of the UK. The
moor is made up of small, fully enclosed commons, separated by farmland, where
cows, sheep, and ponies are grazed. The ponies are semi-feral but they are all owned
by local farmers, known as commoners, who have grazing rights on the moor.
Unfortunately, there has been a long history of welfare problems on the moor –
the grazing there is very poor and there is no native breed of pony originating
there. The ponies are supposed to be protected under the UK Animal W elfare Act
2006 so that they can be seized by the authorities if they are found in poor condition or
at risk of suffering. The owners of the ponies also have a legal responsibility to
microchip and passport them. This has not been enforced by the authorities and so the
ponies turned out cannot usually be linked to an owner, particularly the ponies in poor
bodily condition. Because owners cannot be traced, it has not been possible for the
authorities to bring prosecutions under the A nimal W elfare Act .
This year the pony welfare problem has been worse than ever before – we have
been highlighting the situation on one particular common (approx. three square miles
in area) where 21 ponies been found dead so far. The authorities say they are aware of
the situation, but many ponies are in need of rescuing and the carcasses have been left
to rot out on the moor. This is an enclosed common and is a small area compared to
those areas drifted on Dartmoor and Exmoor, where the pony keepers never allow this
to happen. There have been over 50 ponies effected by the crisis on this one Bodmin
common and the situation has been ongoing since February 2016. At the beginning of
April there was a day of multi-agency intervention that led to 22 ponies being
removed, but there are still many ponies in need of help. There are now foals being
born to emaciated pregnant mares.
After a crisis on this Common in 2011, Defra (the responsible government
department) promised that it would never be allowed to happen again. But in 2013, 20
ponies were shot by the authorities, and again we were promised by Lord de Mauley
(who was in charge of Defra) that it would not be allowed to happen again. As this is
proving to be a continual problem we have decided to conduct environmental testing to
see if we can determine what is
happening to cause the deaths and
welfare problems on the moor.
We are escalating this issue
again to a Parliamentary level to try
to bring an end to the welfare
problems on Bodmin Moor. People
can read about the crisis on our blog:
Bodmin Pony - Spring 2016
www.people4ponies.blogspot.com
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What Future for Moorland Ponies?
People seem to connect with the
ponies they see out on the moor –
perhaps partly due to a sense of envy
for what they see as a wildness
beyond the stress, responsibility and
restriction of their modern day lives.
Little do they realise that just about
every foal to come off Dartmoor each
autumn will be shot or slaughtered.
On Dartmoor this would usually be in
the region of 600-800 foals. Of those
that are taken to market, extremely
few will go to a private home with a loving future. The vast majority will be unlikely
to make a minimum bid of £10.
So why are so many unwanted foals bred on Dartmoor every year? Most
owners hate the fact that every year their foals are shot or slaughtered. Research
published in 2014 by research scientist Robyn Petrie-Ritchie showed that 92 per cent
of pony keepers on Dartmoor want the way the ponies are managed to be changed. 69
per cent wanted the stallions removed and 10 per cent were unsure what to
do. Overbreeding needs to end - the problem is that whilst responsible pony owners
removed or vasectomised stallions, those who are unwilling to participate or agree with
this action continue to exercise their right to turn stallions out on the commons – this
can be up to five stallions per owner - so those who didn’t want to breed foals end up
with an unwanted foals born to their herds.
What seems like a group of fluffy, cute, wild ponies on the moor actually has a
huge amount of human politics behind them. For responsible owners, their only option
is to take their ponies off the moor, or stop keeping them, so the best owners and
ponies could be lost from the moors altogether.
Stallion removal, compulsory micro-chipping, and better enforcement of
the Animal W elfare Act are all needed to improve the situation of ponies living in
moorland areas. ֍
If you would like to find out more about People4ponies,
or their latest news, please visit their website:
www.people4ponies.co.uk
or their blog: www.people4ponies.blogspot.com
Tel: 07968 071179,
Email: people4ponies@yahoo.co.uk
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Daryl Booth founded the Christian organisation SARX to promote the loving
stewardship by humanity over the animal creation. In March 2017 SARX is going to
hold its first major conference - the 2017 Creature Conference. Here Daryl talks
about the concepts behind SARX and the forthcoming conference.
BY DARYL BOOTH

I

n 2014 a group of talented, like-minded people, began
a new charity with the aim of striving towards a world
where Christians lead the way in enabling animals to live
with dignity, freedom and peace. We wer e inspir ed by
the belief that all creatures are made and loved by God and
that humanity is called to exercise peaceable stewardship
over creation.
But what to call ourselves? We decided on the name
Sarx. Sarx is the ancient Greek word for flesh. Throughout
the years, flesh has received something of a bad reputation in
Christian culture. Good things are deemed to be spiritual, intangible or metaphysical,
whilst bad things are considered earthly or fleshly. This ill-at-ease with all things
bodily or physical is wonderfully expressed in a telephone conversation between
Privates Frazer and Godfrey in Dad’s Army:
Frazer:
Godfrey:
Frazer:
Godfrey:
Frazer:
Godfrey:

It has happened! I knew it would.
What has?
Yon Mainwaring. He has succumbed to the lure of the flesh!
*looks horrified*
Did you hear what I said man? The flesh! The flesh!
I do wish you would stop using that word. My sister Dolly might
overhear it.

Yet biblically, flesh is something good. It was the substance Christ chose to enter the
world through. In putting on this flesh, Christ shared many creaturely experiences
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which are common to human and animals alike, such as hunger, happiness, sickness,
pain, bereavement, fear, etc. It is through the flesh that Christ came alongside all He
made in love and it is by the work of His flesh that all things are made new.
Vision to Action
Pope Francis encourages us to reflect upon our fellow creatures of flesh within his
encyclical letter Laudato Si’, ‘We read in the Gospel that Jesus says of the birds of
the air that “not one of them is forgotten before God” (Luke 12:6). How then can we
possibly mistreat them or cause them harm?’
He calls upon us all to be better stewards of all creation, noting that ‘each
organism, as a creature of God, is good and admirable in itself’. He condemns the
view that humankind has ‘absolute domination over other creatures’ as a
misinterpretation of God’s grant of ‘dominion’ over creation.
As a group, Sarx has been inspired by Laudato Si’s call to exercise loving
stewardship and the unprecedented momentum it has generated behind Christian
concern for animals. Therefore we dared ourselves to wonder ‘what would happen if
the 37 million Christians in the UK came together to speak up for God’s creatures?’
The 2017 Creature Conference
Reaching, educating, empowering and mobilising the Christian community to
advocate on behalf of animals is an exciting task and one we believed we could help
realise. This goal inspired our plans to bring together supporters and advocates from
across the ecumenical spectrum at the 2017 Creature Conference.
This pioneering conference aims to equip and support individuals and
communities to engage theologically and practically with animal issues and the role
of the non-human within the Christian life. Delegates will be resourced with the
confidence and skills to take action, raise awareness and initiate change within their
congregations. The conference will also raise the profile and general awareness of
animal theology among Christians through a display of unity in treating animal
theology as prime issue for the Church.
A World Class Event
The conference will take place on Saturday 18th March 2017 at The Oasis
Auditorium Southbank, London. We have confirmed the attendance of an
impressive line-up of internationally renowned speakers, most notably The Rt Rev.
John Arnold, Bishop of Salford. Bishop J ohn, as spokesman on the environment
for the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales and Chair of the Trustees of
CAFOD, will make an invaluable contribution to the day and, with particular
reference to Laudato Si’, will encourage us to pledge our best efforts to steward well
all that God has entrusted to us.
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Joining Bishop John Arnold as keynote speakers will be:
The Rev. Dr Tony Campolo - Minister, author, public speaker and former spiritual
advisor to U.S. President Bill Clinton.
Prof. David Clough – Senior Professor of Theological Ethics at the University of
Chester and lay preacher.
The Rt Rev. Dominic Walker - Anglican former Bishop of Monmouth and President
of the A nglican Society for the W elfare of A nimals.
Dr Ruth Valerio – Author, academic community activist and eco-advocate.

The day will feature Q&A sessions, a roundtable discussion and workshops on
topics such as A nimals in spiritual development and mission, Artistic exploration of
Christianity and animals, Running an animal exploration course and Peaceable
lifestyle choices. Delegates will also be given the opportunity to explore and reflect
through a series of interactive stations, including a virtual reality experience of a farm
animal’s life, a photography exhibition, a prayer wall and art installation.
Joining the Vision
Together, and for the glory of the one who took on flesh so that all creatures might
live with dignity, freedom and peace, we can make a positive difference to the lives of
animals. So, do you have a heart for animals and want to put that energy into action?
Are you interested in animal theology and want to explore its practical application?
Do you have a passion for animal welfare issues and want to make a difference in
your community? If so, we welcome you to join us for the pioneering Creature
Conference on Saturday 18th March 2017. Tickets cost £65 which includes a
vegetarian lunch. Book now at www.sarx.org.uk/events/creature-conference ֍
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ANIMAL THEOLOGY AT THE SILESIAN UNIVERSITY, POLAND
BY GRAZYNA STANEK-CZERNY
(CCA-POLAND)

O

n 26th April a special meeting on Animal Theology
was held at The Silesian University, Faculty of
Law, conducted by my fr iend, a Catholic pr iest,
Pr Roman Batorski, and I. Together, with members of The
Scientific Association of Animals Rights and invited guests,
we discussed the issue of Concern for Animals in
Christianity, especially in the Catholic Church.
Pr Batorski, as a theologian, presented points related
to animals in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC).
He also talked about the role of animals in The Bible and
Pope Francis’ Encyclical Laudato Si’. Deeply anxious about animals from factory
farms, he is a vegetarian and, by witness of his own life, he encourages clergy to
change the way they deal with the animal issue.
I introduced the activities of The Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics, science
research conducted by Dr Deborah Jones, Charles Camosy and Reiner Hagencord.
But Catholic Concern for Animals (CCA) was given prominence. I presented a history
of CCA and its current challenge for animal welfare, The A rk and The A nimal
Interfaith Alliance. Talking about my own life and choices, I expressed my strong
faith in the special activity of the Holy Father who teaches people the truth about our
friends, the animals nowadays.
After the meeting, many people expressed their gratitude. One of the hosts
summarised the meeting with a brief, but significant, sentence: ‘Most of the guests
were ready to fight a battle with the Catholic Church but, this evening, we felt our
hearts beating in the same rhythm and the same spirit was moving amongst us’. ֍
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MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S LETTER
BY FRANCES CHALK
Dear Friends,
Don’t get me wrong. I’d have been out there
screaming if my child had fallen into a gorilla’s space –
and I’d have felt guilty about not hanging onto my small
child in a zoo. But the destruction of Harambe, a 17 year
old gorilla is one of the saddest animal stories I’ve heard
in a long time. Sad because Harambe was in his own
home – not causing any trouble or about to escape, just
hanging about being gawped at in Cincinnati zoo, and
sad because, although one newspaper reported ‘he could
crush a melon in one hand – what would he do to a
child’s head?’, his keeper, Jerry Stones, says he was a
gentle giant, very intelligent and sharp and showed no
aggressive behaviour. But although Jerry spent ‘the whole of Sunday in tears’, he said
that shooting Harambe may have been the best thing to do. Some said they saw
Harambe throwing the child around the shallow concrete pool, while others said he
was holding it in a protective manner. Whatever, the child had to be protected, and
although they are regarded as gentle, keepers do not go into their cages.

CATHOLIC CONCERN FOR ANIMALS
WARMLY WELCOMES:
New Life Member:
Mr A Seddon of Gainsville, USA.

New Annual Members:
Bron Soane of Pershore, Worcestershire
Roy Ivor Crowl of Wickham, Hampshire
Nadia Vilchenon of Villers Sur Roy, France
Jenny Amphaeris of Llanfairfechan, Wales
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What is it with zoos
anyway? What are they for?
Please don’t tell me they
‘protect’ endangered species.
In 1828 when London Zoo was
built, we were running around
the world shooting and killing
as many ‘endangered species’
as we could, let alone eating
many of them. And did the
zoos protest? Since they began
protecting endangered species,
there has been little or no
increase in the population of
wild animals, in fact many are
now extinct.
Many years ago I visited
London Zoo and was amazed at
Harambe
how little space each animal
had, most especially the snakes
and insects. I thought maybe
this glass box is where they are put while the zoo is open so they can be viewed. But
I was wrong. If I had my way I’d close all zoos and put my fingers in my ears when
everyone shouts ‘and what should we do with the animals?’
My little dog Rosie has many
friends at the park, and as dog walkers
know, we learn the names of the other
dogs, not their walkers. As a child my
dog was called Blackie, Rex or Spot, but
now the names are more fancy and often
human-like. Rosie’s friends are Hugo
and Bertie (Westies), Benson (Pyrenean
Mountain Dog), Monty & Murphy
(Yorkies), Florrie (Red Setter), Twiggy
and Harvey (greyhound),
Sebastian
(Llasa Apso), Daphne (Dachshund) and
Ralph (big black dog). Lovely.
Frances x

Rosie
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NEWS FROM AUSTRALIA
BY JOHN DRENNAN (CCA -AUSTRALIA)

J

uly 2016 marks the 45th anniversary of our
founding. But our ‘celebrations’ will be low key, as
our membership numbers have markedly decreased
recently. For example, our Vice-chairperson, Susan
Christiansz, and her husband Victor, have recently
moved to the latter’s home country, the Czech Republic.
On the positive side, we hope that Susan will be able to
continue her active good work in Prague and possibly set
up a branch of CCA there. It was at the Christiansz’
home in Vermont South (one of the pleasanter suburbs of
Melbourne) that we had been holding our meetings over
the last couple of years.
Australia is a vast country and most of our members live in states other than
Victoria. Many of them have been active in one form of animal welfare or another,
such as Olive Butler who lives in Hove, near Adelaide in South Australia, and
another former Vice-chairman, John Laughlin, in Kingston, a suburb of Hobart,
Tasmania. Others live in NSW, Queensland and Western Australia. All of them
have been able, with varying degrees of success, to make our mission known around
Australia but away from Melbourne, a task which we would otherwise have to have
done solely by remote contact.
New Members Welcome
The annual subscription fee for membership
of CCA-Aus (including The Ark magazine
three times a year) is currently $35.00. (For
anyone who is a member of the (English)
CCA, this is reduced to $20.00.) Any new
subscriptions received from now will count
as membership for our next financial year, 1
October 2016 to 30 September 2017.
Address: 4/35 Morrah Street, Parkville, VIC
3052, Australia. We very much welcome
new members, whether or not they are able
to be particularly active. ֍
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HAVE YOUR SAY
ANIMAL CRUELTY SCREENED ON TELEVISION
AND ANIMAL BLESSING
Dear Editor,
I am immensely pleased to receive The Ark magazine
regularly. I wish to comment on the programme
Walking Through the Amazon, shown recently on
Sunday nights on NTE TV3. It filmed the Amazon
explorer Ed Stafford and his guides journeying
through the Amazon jungle. I found the series
generally very informative and most interesting but I
was appalled at the cruel treatment shown on film to
the spider monkeys in the Brazilian jungle by drug
smugglers and hunters. They caught these poor
creatures, tied them up, leaving them in a devastated
state of fear and panic, then later killed them and ate them. Also, the cruel treatment of
a tortoise who was pregnant, with the guide hacking this creature to death, taking its
eggs, which were then eaten by explorer and guide. Such disdain for God and creatures
is abhorrent and is nothing less than wilful cruelty.
I enclose a photo of ‘Choco’ my Kerry Bog pony, who sadly departed from the
earthly animals kingdom last summer and I also include a prayer I use to bless animals.

Prayer for Animals:
Then God said to Noah, ‘Behold! I establish my covenant with you and your
descendants after you, with every living creature that is with you and with the birds, the
cattle and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the Ark’ Gen 9.

Eternal Father,
At the very dawn of human history you have given, through Noah, your protecting
covenant to all animals as well as to us.
We intercede, therefore for our friends the animals and their welfare.
Inspired by the gospel message of mercy, given to us by your divine son,
may all of us use our unique gifts of reason to protect these less privileged creatures
which share this planet with us.
We ask this through Christ out lord.
Amen.
Fr Michael Campbell (County Cork, Ireland)
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HAVE YOUR SAY
DOG LICENCE NEEDED TO TACKLE OVER-BREEDING OF DOGS
Dear Editor,
Whilst the Dogs Trust’s
initiative to bring in the
microchipping of dogs
will help the odd few
dogs that get genuinely
parted
from
their
owners, I do not think
that it will do anything
at all to address the
horrific problem in this
country of unwanted/homeless dogs. Most people who allow their dogs to stray the
streets are not the sort of people who will pay for microchipping. Most responsible
people will already have a collar and disc with a mobile phone number on it, surely?
I have just read W ag's feature on celebrating 125 years of their organisation, in
which they state that ‘we knew we had to be more than just a sticking plaster on a
gaping wound’. However, in my view, that is just what they are, and also all the other
dog rescue organisations, but the wound is now infectious!!
They state that in 1999 the UK dog population increased by 34 per cent (i.e. 6.7
million in 1999 to an estimated 9 million in 2014). They also state that the number of
dogs being destroyed by local authorities decreased by over 33 per cent - I am sure that
this is due to the Dogs Trust's efforts and the other rescues, BUT this does NOT solve
the problem, the very real problem that this country faces is the deliberate over
breeding of dogs, and it is them that pay the ultimate price.
Building new rehoming centres is NOT the answer, the logical answer is to
STOP the over-breeding.
Dogs Trust, as an organisation must be well aware of the plight of dogs in other
countries, and IF we can stop the overbreeding here then we can reach out a helping
hand to them, their plight often being even worse than that of the dogs in this country.
Puppy smuggling too must obviously be addressed.
I have always loved dogs for as long as I can remember and I cannot understand
the overbreeding. The only way it will be stopped is to push the government to make it
illegal to breed unless you have bought a licence. It is simplicity itself, and would
make a fantastic difference in less than ten years time. PLEASE, I am asking with
ALL my heart.
Pam Lightfoot - Suffolk (by email)
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HAVE YOUR SAY
ST HUBERT - THE PATRON SAINT OF HUNTING
Dear Editor,
What will fellow readers of The Ark think of
this? Why didn’t St Hubert understand that God
was telling people that it is cruel & unnecessary to
kill animals? He might have become a bishop but he
failed in showing total disapproval of the barbaric
practice of hunting. What twisted words they use.
How can you care for & respect God’s creation
while you are out there with a blood-lusty thirst to
destroy them? It’s all gross hypocrisy.
www.catholicgentleman.net/2014/09/st-hubertpatron-saint-hunters/
Linda Ward (by email)
Editor’s Reply:
St Hubert (c 656 - 727 AD) is known as the patron saint of hunters. As the legend
tells1, he lived in a forest in the Ardennes as a hunter. One Good Friday, when every
one else was at Church, he was hunting in the forest, pursuing a magnificent stag.
Suddenly, as the stag turned round, a crucifix appeared between his antlers and a voice
said, ‘Hubert, unless you turn to the Lord and lead a holy life, you shall quickly go
down to hell’. Hubert dismounted his horse and prostrated himself, saying, ‘Lord,
what would You have me do?’ and the reply came, ‘Go and seek Lambert and he will
instruct you’. Hubert then went to Bishop Lambert who became his spiritual guide.
Hubert gave all his wealth to the poor and studied for the priesthood, living a holy life,
fasting and praying. Eventually he became Bishop of Liege in 708 AD. 1
St Hubert later became honoured by sportsmen as the originator of ethical
hunting behaviour, although it is not clear from the stories that Hubert continued as a
hunter after his vision. In fact, the story implies that his hunting life was seen by God
as an unholy life which would lead him to hell. Such sportsmen advocated that Hubert
held animals in high regard and had compassion for them as God’s creatures with a
value in their own right, who should only be killed humanely. Modern day hunters,
such as those at The Catholic Gentleman, see this interpretation of St Hubert as a
license from God to hunt, and priests, such as those at St Hubert Parish in Rosiere,
even bless the hunters and their weapons. W e disagree with this interpretation and
consider hunting for sport to be a sin.
Notes: 1. Bibliotheca Hagiographica Latina, nos. 3994-4002.
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HAVE YOUR SAY - UNFAIR GAME
Dear Editor,
I was reminded of this poem when reading an article entitled ‘Unfair Game why are Britain’s birds of prey being killed?’ by Mark Cocker in The New
Statesman - 3rd July 2015. Around 40 million pheasants and six million red-legged
partridges are released each year for shooting. They are not native species.
Imagine the impact this has on food for other species many of which are struggling
already. This is a multi-million pound industry and one of the tragic consequences
is the killing of birds of prey such as Hen Harriers and many others.
Joe Cocker (by email)

EXTRACT FROM ‘WINDSOR FOREST’
BY ALEXANDER POPE (1704)
See! from the brake the whirring pheasant springs,
And mounts exulting on triumphant wings:
Short is his joy; he feels the fiery wound,
Flutters in blood, and panting beats the ground.
Ah! what avail his glossy, varying dyes,
His purple crest, and scarlet-circled eyes,
The vivid green his shining plumes un-fold,
His painted wings, and breast that flames with gold?
Nor yet, when moist Arcturus clouds the sky,
The woods and fields their pleasing toils deny.
To plains with well-breathed beagles we repair,
And trace the mazes of the circling hare
(Beasts, urged by us, their fellow beasts pursue,
And learn of man each other to undo).
With slaught’ring guns th’ unwearied fowler roves,
When frosts have whiten’d all the naked groves,
Where doves in flocks the leafless trees o’er-shade,
And lonely woodcocks haunt the wat’ry glade.
He lifts the tube, and levels with his eye;
Straight a short thunder breaks the frozen sky:
Oft, as in airy rings they skim the heath,
The clam’rous lapwings feel the leaden death;
Oft, as the mounting larks their notes prepare,
They fall, and leave their little lives in air.
***
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HAVE YOUR SAY
CLIMATE CHANGE REPORTS ARE ANTHROPOCENTRIC
Dear Editor,
Most reports on climate change seem almost completely anthropocentric. We
are told by Dr Robin Russell-Jones (The Guardian letters ‘Business as usual threatens
human existence’ - 11th December 2015) that several Chinese cities are unfit for
human habitation and that the appalling levels of pollution are particularly dangerous
for pregnant women. They at least can wear masks or stay indoors, an option not
open to most birds, animals or other creatures, not to mention vegetation.
We congratulate ourselves when some iconic creature is saved from extinction
but ignore the plight of the vast majority suffering from loss of habitat, pollution and
climate change.
We cull animals that threaten our livelihoods. A parliament of species would
surely vote for a massive cull of Homo sapiens.

Joe Cocker (by email)
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ARK CROSSWORD - NUMBER 39
1

2

3

4

8

5

6

7

9
10

11

12

13

16

14

15

17

20

18

19

21

22

23

24

25

26

Across
1 Leaves in this to go to pot! (3,3)
4 Covering for travelling animal (6)
8 Oriental part of feast Ernie ate (7)
9 Now converted (3,4)
11 Leading monarch wearing jewellery, travelling
along at high speed (10)
12 Londoner said he saw character from the Old
Testament (4)
13 Composer’s catalogue contains an unknown (5)
14 Spotted insect (8)
16 Queen's plum cake (8)
18 Misses sleep on board (5)
20 Somerset spring (4)
21 Confronting graded sins randomly (10)
23 German feller's seat (7)
24 Annoys animals (7)
25 Artist's food is red and edible (6)
26 Preserve container (6)

Down
1 Follow the track (5)
2 Start is modified for actors (7)
3 Pigeon Post from abroad (3,6)
5 In the middle of the morning working
with force. (5)
6 Saw dog lead around (7)
7 She arranged for sign to be outside
Roget's (9)
10 Played with just three balls (9)
13 Champion's red cheese (9)
15 Criminal smashes road speed. (9)
17 Went cautiously through the spring
flowers (7)
19 Wisdom can be seen (7)
21 Gather together for a service (5)
22 Tender loving care (5)

Solution to Last Crossword No. 38
Across: 7 Hit it off, 9 Abroad, 10 Rand, 11 Millennium, 12 Alibis, 14 Shipyard, 15 Satrap,
17 Adonis, 20 Monogram, 22 Kipper, 23 Apple sauce, 24 Does, 25 Hassle, 26 Toe-to-toe.
Down: 1 Mir acles, 2 Find, 3 Coombs, 4 Game bird, 5 Brandysnap, 6 Jaguar, 8 Folksy,
13 Bottomless, 16 Arrested, 18 Skeleton, 19 Amount, 21 Orphan, 22 Keeper, 24 Drop.
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RECIPE - SCRAMBLED TOFU
Jane Easton is the Food and Cookery Coordinator for Viva! and Viva!Health.
BY JANE EASTON

W

ho needs eggs when there is this delicious scrambled tofu recipe? This is
one of Viva!'s favourite quick meals - we like it for breakfast, lunch or supper!
It can easily be extended with a big mixed salad, baked potato, fried mushrooms or
whatever you fancy. It's a lovely simple vegan recipe that is nutrient-dense as well as
fresh, fabulous and quick. For a gluten-free option, use g-f flour and g-f toasted bread.
Ingredients:
- 1 tbsp olive oil
- ½ onion
- 1 garlic clove
- 1 tbsp plain white flour (use GF if desired)
- 120ml/½ cup unsweetened plant milk eg soya or almond
- 1 block plain firm tofu (200- 250g) crumbled - eg Cauldron
- ½ tsp dried mixed herbs
- ½ tsp turmeric
- 2-3 medium vine tomatoes, finely chopped
- 2 tsp Dijon mustard (if you've only got English, use 1 tsp)
- Salt and freshly ground black pepper - for a more 'eggy' taste, use
Himalayan black salt. It's actually pink in colour but most importantly,
it has a similarly sulphurous smell and taste to eggs.
- 6 basil leaves chopped with scissors
- Optional: 2 handfuls of spinach leaves (add at stage 3 below)

Equipment:
Chopping board, garlic crusher, measuring jug or
cups, knife, bowl and fork to mash tofu, measuring
spoons, medium saucepan and wooden spoon,
scissors.
Method:
1. Fry the onion and garlic on a low heat until soft.
2. Stir in the flour, followed by the soya milk. Stir
in well to get rid of lumps and cook in for a minute or two.
3. Add the tofu, tomatoes, herbs, turmeric and mustard and stir for 5 minutes.
Serve with fresh basil leaves, with brown sauce or soya sauce on the side and salt and
pepper to taste. It's also really nice with added fresh spinach leaves and toasted seeds!
www.veganrecipeclub.org.uk/recipes/
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RECIPE - CHICKPEA FLOUR SAVOURY PANCAKES
Shambhus’s Catering with Compassion is run by Mahersh and Nishma Shah who
supply vegan catering and give cookery demonstrations. In 2014 they won the Viva
‘Best Vegan Catering’ Award.
BY SHAMBHU’S

● ¼ teaspoon per pancake of fruit salt
or bi-carbonate soda
● less than ¼ teaspoon ajwain seeds
● ¼ thumb size piece fresh ginger
● a few spinach leaves
● 3 sprigs fresh coriander leaves
● ½ tomato, diced
● ¼ red onion, diced
● ½ green chilli (optional)
● salt to taste
● oil to grease the pan

Makes 4 Pancakes
Equipment:
Non-stick frying pan

Ingredients:
● 100 grams gram (chickpea) flour
● 150 millilitres water
● juice from ¼ lime/lemon
● 50 grams soya yoghurt
● ¼ teaspoon powdered black pepper

Preparation (pancake batter):
Soak the gram flour in the water and soya yoghurt for approximately 2 hours. If the
batter is left for longer than 2 hours, that is fine too.
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Method:
1. Dice the tomatoes and onions, and slice the chillies into finely chopped rings.
2. Finely chop the coriander and spinach leaves.
3. Start warming a frying pan. When it's slightly hot, grease the pan and sprinkle a
pinch of salt.
4. Then use a kitchen paper to wipe off the salt and oil from the pan.
5. Add the salt, powdered black pepper and ajwain seeds to the gram flour batter and
mix thoroughly.
6. Into a teacup, add some gram flour batter, then add a quarter teaspoon of fruit salt
or bicarbonate soda, stir vigorously and immediately pour onto the heated pan in a
circular motion.
7. Work very quickly to make the pancake circular, thin and approximately 6 inches
in diameter.
8. While the top side of the pancake is wet, sprinkle the chopped coriander, spinach,
tomatoes and onions onto it.
9. Cook the pancake on medium heat, and don't let it burn.
10. After a couple of minutes, check whether the pancake is easy to lift off the pan
and if the underside has cooked to golden brown. Add oil to the pancake edge if
necessary to lift the pancake.
11. If the pancake has turned to golden brown, turn the pancake over and let it cook
on the other side.
12. If not, add a little oil to the pancake edge and repeat from step 9.
13. Remove the cooked pancake from the pan and serve on a plate with e.g. tomato
ketchup.
For more recipes from Shambhu’s Catering with Compassion go to
www.shambhus.co.uk
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FILM REVIEW
SPECIESISM THE MOVIE

S

omebody told me that this film
was very amateurish. It was, but
that didn’t stop it being brilliant.
The director, Mark Devries, a young
man who postponed going to college to
make the movie, amazingly produced it
with no budget other than what he
earned with a few part-time jobs. At first
the movie did appear rather amateurish,
but it just got better and better as it went
on. So, if you start watching it and think
it looks a bit low-budget, just stick with
it and you will be well rewarded by the
time you get to the end.
So what was it that made this low
-budget film so good? It certainly
wasn’t the quality of the filming. It was Mark’s brilliant role as a reporter who just
kept on challenging speciesism, particularly with reference to meat eating. He was
like Socrates, constantly challenging people’s pre-conceived ideas and prejudices with
a brilliant example of Socratic questioning. What he exposed was a worldwide society
inflicting holocaustic suffering on billions of other sentient beings, the whole time, and
yet being totally in denial of it and of being completely blinkered by the prejudice that
is speciesism. He left no stone unturned, exposing again and again, the flaws in
society’s logic about the way we treat animals.
Interestingly he interviewed people who, when questioned, said that had they
lived at the time of slavery, they would have been abolitionists, but could not see that,
by eating meat, they were conspiring in the moral wrong of causing other sentient
beings to suffer.
Some interesting celebrities were interviewed in the movie, too, such as Peter
Singer, Tom Regan, Richard Dawkins and Jonathan Balcombe. Sadly, he didn’t
interview the inventor of the term ‘Speciesism’, Dr Richard Ryder, CCA’s own
scientific adviser, but the film was made in America.
Do visit the website at http://speciesismthemovie.com/ and watch the trailer and
buy the DVD at $9.99.
Barbara Gardner
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BOOK REVIEW
THE HUMANE ECONOMY

T

he Humane Economy: How Innovators and
Enlightened Consumers Are Transforming the
Lives of Animals is the latest book from Wayne
Pacelle, the CEO of the Humane Society of the
United States.
(William Mor r ow, impr int of
HarperCollins, ISBN 978-0-06-238964-0 $26.99).
Whilst acknowledging that terrible suffering
continues to be inflicted on billions of animals each
year by our industrialised society, Pacelle highlights the
areas where consumer power and technological
innovation are starting to liberate animals from human
exploitation in the twenty-first century. The book is
about humane economics - making money and doing
good, and how the ethical values of consumers,
entrepreneurs and investors are influencing business practise. For example,
Petsmart and Petco in the US stopped selling puppies from puppy mills and instead
promoted rescue dogs from shelters. This resulted in many cruel US puppy mills
closing down and a huge reduction in the euthanasia of healthy unwanted dogs.
Their profits also increased as customers who acquired their rescue dogs through the
stores purchased more pet accessories from them.
Pacelle highlights the role of innovation, which may or may not have animal
welfare as its goal. Just as the invention of the motor car did more for horse welfare
in the nineteenth century than the ASPCA could, we can look to innovation to
replace the animals we use today. The development of synthetic meat and
alternatives to medical research are examples. Pacelle says, ‘Factory farming is the
creation of human resourcefulness detached from conscience. What innovations in
agriculture might come about by human resourcefulness guided by conscience?’
Pacelle argues, ‘If you are part of the old, inhumane economic order, get a
new business plan or get out of the way. You’re already in danger of being too late,’
and ‘Just about every enterprise built on harming animals today is ripe for
disruption. Where there is a form of commercial exploitation, there is an economic
opportunity waiting for a business doing less harm or no harm at all’.
For the many examples of the new humane economic order, I recommend
reading the book - it is a wonderful book of hope and inspiration.
Barbara Gardner
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VATICAN’S MESSAGE FOR THE BUDDHIST FEAST OF VESAKH

Buddhists and Christians: Together to Foster Ecological Education

O

n 6th May 2016 The Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue gave this
message to Buddhists on their Feast of Vesakh.

Dear Buddhist Friends,
1. In the name of The Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, we are pleased to
extend once again our best wishes on the occasion Vesakh, as you commemorate three
significant events in the life of Gautama Buddha – his birth, enlightenment and death.
We wish you peace, tranquillity and joy in your hearts, within your families and in
your country.
2. This year we write to you inspired by His Holiness Pope Francis’s Encyclical Letter,
Laudato Sì, On the Care for Our Common Home. His Holiness notes that ‘the external
deserts in the world are growing, because the internal deserts have become so vast. For
this reason, the ecological crisis is also a summons to profound interior
conversion’ (n.217). Moreover, he states that ‘our efforts at education will be
inadequate and ineffectual unless we strive to promote a new way of thinking about
human beings, life, society and our relationship with nature’ (n. 215). ‘Only by
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cultivating sound virtues will people be able to make a selfless ecological
commitment’ (n. 211). In response, Pope Francis proposes that ‘ecological education
can take place in a variety of settings: at school, in families, in the media, in catechesis
and elsewhere’ (n. 213).
3. Dear Buddhist friends, you have also expressed concern about the degradation of
the environment, which is attested to by the documents The Time to A ct is Now: A
Buddhist Declaration on Climate Change and Buddhist
—————————
Climate Change Statement to World Leaders. These evidence
The external deserts a shared understanding that at the centre of the eco-crisis is,
in the world are
in fact, an ego-crisis, expressed by human greed, anxiety,
growing, because the arrogance and ignorance. Our lifestyles and expectations,
internal deserts have therefore, must change in order overcome the deterioration of
become so vast.
our surroundings. ‘Cultivating the insight of inter-being and
————————— compassion, we will be able to act out of love, not fear, to
protect our planet’ (Buddhist Climate Change Statement to
World Leaders). Otherwise, ‘When the Earth becomes sick, we become sick, because
we are part of her’ (The Time to Act is Now).

4. As the crisis of climate change is contributed to by human activity, we, Christians
and Buddhists, must work together to confront it with an ecological spirituality. The
acceleration of global environmental problems has added to the urgency of
interreligious cooperation. Education in environmental responsibility and the creation
of an ‘ecological citizenship’ require virtue-oriented ecological ethics such as respect
and care for nature. There is a pressing need for the followers of all religions to
transcend their boundaries and join together in building an ecologically responsible
social order based on shared values. In countries where Buddhists and Christians live
and work side by side, we can support the health and sustainability of the planet
through joint educational programmes aimed at raising ecological awareness and
promoting joint initiatives.
5. Dear Buddhist friends, may we cooperate together in liberating humanity from the
suffering brought about by climate change, and contribute to the care of our common
home. In this spirit, we wish you once again a peaceful and joyful feast of Vesakh.
Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran
President
Bishop Miguel Ángel Ayuso Guixot, MCCJ
Secretary
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THE ANIMAL INTERFAITH ALLIANCE
REPORT
BY BARBARA GARDNER

T

he Alliance now has 15 member organisations
with representation from across most of the
major faiths. Since wr iting in the last Ar k,
AIA has been joined by the Y oung Jains, the Mahavir
Trust, the Bhagvatinandji Trust and Veerayatan:
Compassion in Action. It also now has over 18,000
Facebook followers, with Facebook messaging being a
key activity.
The event Gandhi: The Sanctity of Life and the
Ethics of Diet was organised by AIA director, Thom
Bonneville, with The Gandhi Foundation and was a
great success, with speakers from most of the major
faiths all coming together to celebrate the life and achievements of Mahatma (Great
Soul) Gandhi.
I was invited to attend the Mahavir birthday celebrations on 1 May,
organised by the Y oung Jains, and had the honour to represent AIA when Nitin
Mehta awarded the Mahavir A ward to the brave hunt monitors, Darryl Cunnington
and Roger Swaine, who were beaten up by hunters whilst monitoring a hunt for the
League Against Cruel Sports - a very well deserved award!
The fourth A nimal Spirit magazine (above) has been produced, although, due
to cost restraints, it can no longer be printed, but will be distributed to members by
email and will also be available on the website.
AIA has continued with its letter writing campaigns against animal cruelties
all over the world and I am most grateful to Marian Hussenbux for taking on this
role. AIA has campaigned against bullfighting, animals in circuses, wild elephants
captured and sold in China for zoos, the killing of raptors by game keepers in the
UK and an end to the suffering of the Bodmin Moor ponies - to name just a few
campaigns.
We analysed what Brexit would mean for animals in terms of EU legislation,
live exports and lower welfare imports and we produced a briefing document for
members on the facts.
The annual Interfaith Celebration for Animals will be held on 22nd October
at Golders Green Unitarians, and will be led by Rev. Feargus O’Connor with Rev.
Prof. Martin Henig as the guest speaker, to which you will all be warmly welcomed.
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MAHAVEER AWARDS PRESENTED TO BRAVE HUNT MONITORS
BY NITIN MEHTA

M

ahaveer’s Birthday was celebrated by all the London Jain organizations
on Sunday 1st May 2016 in Harrow, with around 750 people present.
Mahaveer Awards were presented by Nitin Mehta to two outstanding
individuals, Darryl Cunnington and Roger Swaine, who were monitoring an illegal fox
hunt on behalf of The League A gainst Cruel Sports when they were brutally attacked.
Darryl suffered a cracked vertebra in the neck and was hospitalized. Roger also
sustained injuries. The awards were given away by Dr. Mukul Shah and Dr. Freya
Shah. The citations on the awards are as follows:
MAHAVEER AWARD
Presented to Darryl Cunnington / Roger Swain
You were brutally attacked while monitoring a fox hunt in Leicestershire. Your courage
and compassion for defenceless animals is exemplary. We call your kind act ‘ Abhay
Daan’. It means giving someone protection from fear of death. Generations to come
will be inspired by you. We salute you.
Y.I.V. 1/1/2016.
In the picture from left: Barbara Gardner from The Animal Interfaith Alliance, Dr. Mukul Shah, Dr. Freya
Shah, Nitin Mehta, Roger Swaine, Darryl Cunnuington.
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GANDHI:
THE SANCTITY OF LIFE AND THE ETHICS OF DIET
Judith Wilkins is a member of The Jewish Vegetarian Society, Quaker Concern for
Animals and The Animal Interfaith Alliance.
BY JUDITH WILKINS

O

n Saturday 30th January, The Gandhi
Foundation held their annual multifaith
celebration at Kingsley Hall in association with The
Animal Interfaith Alliance. Mark Hoda, Chair of The
Gandhi Foundation and Rev. Feargus O’Connor, Chair
of The A nimal Interfaith Alliance, introduced the event.
Before introducing the speakers, Graham Davey
of The Gandhi Foundation provided an outline of
Gandhi’s
commitment
to
non-violence,
his
vegetarianism and frustrated veganism, and his positive
compassion for all living creatures. As a Hindu,
influenced by Jains, Gandhi had respect for all living things; all touched by the
Divine, all equals with human beings in God’s eyes. Gandhi was outspoken against
vivisection and Rev. O’Connor suggested that the two organisations could join in
support of the Dr Hadwen Trust and their work replacing animal experiments.
Ketan Varia (Jain) of The A nimal Interfaith Alliance spoke of ensoulled
nature and the need to limit our diet to plant life – most urgently today but based
historically on the Jain belief that the greater number of senses an organism
possesses, the greater our responsibility to shield it from unnecessary suffering – and
the need to educate without coercion on these matters.
Rev. Nagase (Buddhist) of Battersea Peace Pagoda spoke of the Buddha’s
compassion for all beings. He mentioned serious environmental concerns over
Japan’s nuclear industry and weapons in general, before chanting a prayer that
helped bring the proceedings to a place of profound contemplation.
Rev. Martin Henig (Christian Anglican) observed that the Christian tradition
has always drawn heavily on the Old Testament, referring the audience to Psalm 104
and its strong vision of animals’ importance to the God of compassion and love.
Sheikh Rashad Ali (Muslim) seconded the importance of non-coercion. He
spoke of the Islamic tradition’s deep concern with matters of welfare, quoting the
Hadith and stating that the creation taken as a whole is in fact ‘the family of God’,
each creature spiritually connected. From his perspective, adequate legal protection
is what animals most sorely lack today.
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Jewish vegan campaigner, Jonathan Fitter, finished with a powerful 2012 text
provided by The Jewish V egetarian Society, demonstrating the Torah’s mandate of
veganism. He went on to say that five per cent of Israel’s population are now vegan
and that even Israel’s military are observing meat-free Mondays.
The event was well attended and delicious vegan food was served in The
Three Bees Cafe. Attenders also enjoyed a tour of Gandhi’s cell, which he occupied
when in London in the 1930s. For further information on The Gandhi Foundation
go to www.gandhifoundation.org ֍

POPE FRANCIS MEETS THE INSTITUTE OF JAINOLOGY

O

n 31 May 2016, representatives from The Institute of Jainology (IoJ) in
London met with Pope Francis and the Pontifical Council for
Interreligious Dialogue (PCID). The respective delegations were led by Cardinal
Jean-Louis Tauran, President of the PCID and Nemu Chandaria, chairman of the IoJ.
Aiming to identify concrete areas of convergence as the basis of cooperation,
they discussed ‘Taking care of the Earth, the home of the human family’,
emphasising the need for both Jains and Christians to work together, joining hands
with all believers and people of good will to make the Earth liveable and peaceful
for all.
They reflected on the Jain principle of ‘non-violence’ (Ahimsa) towards all
forms of life and that of the Christian ‘compassion’ and ‘justice’ for the poorest and
most vulnerable people by calling for responsible stewardship of the natural world.
They found common elements that can motivate and advance cooperation between
Jains and Catholics. They also recognised that these elements, on a practical level,
call upon the followers of both religious traditions to promote respect for the
environment, non-exploitation of natural resources, reduction of wastefulness, care
for all forms of life and concern for future generations. ֍
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PRAYERS
Our theme for this edition is our interconnectedness with the Earth and all that
inhabit her. The Service below has been taken from ‘Animal Magic - the Worship
Material Exploring the Theme of the Animal Kingdom and our Pets’, which was
compiled by Rev. Maud Robinson and Beryl Payne for Youth Sunday on 7th
February 2016 and was kindly submitted by Rev. Feargus O’Connor. We hope that
you will find the contents useful if you are organising an animal blessing service for
young people.

ANIMAL MAGIC
Opening Words
A Lighting of the Chalice
We light our chalice today as a symbol of the life that is in each of us; as a symbol of
the life that we share with all of existence, of the life that connects us with all living
things now and all that went before and all that will come. Our chalice is a symbol
of life, of our lives. May our lives be as bright beacons to others.
We light this chalice today as a symbol of the love that is the glue that keeps
this great wonderful web stuck together. Without everyone doing their part to the
best of their ability and allowing others to do theirs, would the web hold?
Let this chalice be a symbol of our love for each other and for the creatures
with whom we share this world; love that moves us to compassion, to caring, to
respecting each other; love that is in an expression of the divine acting within each of
us; love that makes our lives brighter, better, happier.
Let the light of this chalice shine upon us and all we do and say, and may it
illumine the world about us so that we can truly see the divine in each other and in all
things.
Beryl Payne
Prayers
Ho! Great Spirit, Grandfather, you have made everything and are in everything. You
sustain everything, guide everything, provide everything and protect everything
because everything belongs to you. I am weak, poor and lowly, nevertheless help me
to care in appreciation and gratitude to you and everything. I love the stars, the sun,
and the moon and I thank you for our beautiful mother, the earth, whose many
breasts nourish the fish, the fowls and the animals too. May I never deceive mother
earth, may I never deceive other people, may I never deceive myself and above all,
may I never deceive you.
From the Native American tradition of the Sioux Indians
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We Celebrate Our Connectedness
We celebrate our connectedness with all living things, but we are also connected to
inanimate things, after all the earth holds us up! We turn to the earth to strengthen
our spiritual life in this responsive reading.
Earth teach me stillness as the grasses are stilled with light.
Earth teach me suffering as old stones suffer with memory.
Earth teach me caring as parents who secure their young.
Earth teach me courage as the tree which stands all alone.
Earth teach me limitations as the ant which crawls on the ground.
Earth teach me freedom as the eagle which soars in the sky.
Earth teach me resignation as the leaves which die in the fall.
Earth teach me regeneration as the seed which rises in the spring.
Earth teach me to forget myself as melted snow forgets its life.
‘Earth Teach Me’ from the Ute Indians of North America
Blessing of the Animals
Think of the animal you love the most - whether it’s here with you today or not.
Think of the most beautiful animal you’ve ever seen.
Think of the smallest animal you can imagine.
Think of the largest animal you know of, and
Think of the strangest-looking animal.
Each of these, in its own way, is part of the strange mystery of what we call ‘life on
planet earth’.
We are in some way attached to all of these animals.
We share our planet with them.
With some we even share our lives and our homes.
Animals teach us to care.
They are our good friends.
They teach us to be responsible.
Through the care and kindness we show to animals,
Through the way we are gentle and good to animals,
We show how we know how we are all connected in a great web of life.
We celebrate all of our the animals who share or have shared our lives and our
wonderful planet with us.
May we not forget that every human is also an animal.
May we remember this as we care for one another.
(continued overleaf)
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I ask pet owners to repeat the words of this blessing for our animal companions after me.
By caring for you,
By nurturing you,
By sharing my life with you,
I bless you.
And, in turn, your existence blesses me,
With love, with companionship.
Here, today, and every day we share.
May you remind me that all life is One.
Blessed Be. Amen.
Author unknown.
**********************

PRAYER FOR OUR EARTH
BY POPE FRANCIS
FROM LAUDATO SI - LS:246

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe
and in the smallest of your creatures.
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.
Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty.
Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one.
O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth,
so precious in your eyes.
Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it,
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.
Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth.
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and contemplation,
to recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature
as we journey towards your infinite light.
We thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace.
**********************
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MEMORIALS & OBITUARIES
RSPCA Inspector Mike Reid was r emember ed in a
memorial service at Truro Cathedral on 14 April 2016. He
went missing on 7 February at Porthcurno, West Cornwall,
while answering a call about gannets trapped on a beach.
Sadly, he has not been heard of since and is presumed to
have been lost at sea. Originally from Liverpool, Mike
joined the RSPCA on 6 October 1980, aged 19, and was
posted to Cornwall where he remained throughout his career.
During that time he received the Anderson Plumbe Award,
three Certificates of Merit, a Certificate of Commendation
and two Long Service Awards.
Carla Lane, animal r ights activist and wr iter of television
comedies, sadly died on 31 May 2016, aged 87. She was
famous for her television comedies, The Liverbirds,
Butterflies and Bread. Her grandfather, who was an RSPCA
inspector who campaigned for separate holds for livestock
on ships, was a key figure in her life. Carla was a vegetarian
who rescued all sorts of animals, including spiders and
earwigs. She was a leading voice in the Protesters’ Animal
Information Network which fought against the live exports
and she protested at the ports of Shoreham and Felixstowe. She was awarded an OBE
in 1989 for her TV writings but returned it in 2002 in protest, after Brian Cass,
managing director of Huntingdon Life Sciences, the animal testing laboratories, was
honoured for services to medical research. She was a recipient of the Mahaveer
Award from The Y oung Jains. Until 2009 she ran an animal sanctuary in her house,
Broadhurst Manor in West Sussex, where 13 staff cared for 800 animals. After this
she returned home to Liverpool and campaigned against the Grand National.
Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of recently deceased members:
Mrs M. Boxwell of Dorchester, Dorset.
Mrs E. Spencer of Blockley, Gloucestershire.
Miss P. Millburn of The Isle of Man.
Mr T. G. Coggins of County Meath.
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PRAYER FOR ALL GOD’S CREATION
BY TERESA LYNCH
Lord you said You came into the world for us to have life and to have it more
abundantly.
Help us to be careful and unselfish in the use of Your generous, abundant and
beautiful gift of life.
Lord, forgive us because You have showered us with grace to live Your way, which
we have so often rejected.
We ask that Your plentiful world and Your animal creation, made ever more
vulnerable by exploitation and abuse, will be protected by the insights given to their
oppressors by Your Holy Spirit.
Help all to see Your hand in creation and to realise the account required of us all in
our treatment of Your world and its human and animal creatures.
Amen

RETREAT PROGRAMME
Tuesday 23rd August
10.00am
11.30am
5.00pm
7.30pm

Talk - Chris Fegan – Laudato Si, CCA and Young Catholics
Talk - Daryl Booth – TBA
Talk - Dr Richard Ryder – Saints against Hunting
Talk - Rev. Prof. Martin Henig – Laudato Si – A View from the Wildwood

10.00am
11.30am

Talk - Dr Richard Ryder – Remembering Those in the Modern Movement
Talk - Rev. Prof. Martin Henig – Leaping at Sunbeams: How All Creation
Worships God

9.15am

Talk - Chris Fegan - TBA

Wednesday 24th August

Thursday 25th August
The use of St Peters Church, Charney Bassett, is by kind permission of the Vicar, Rev.
Talisker McLeod, to whom we are most grateful.
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ECUMENICAL ANIMAL
WELFARE RETREAT 2016

CHARNEY MANOR
13th Century Conference & Retreat Centre
Monday 22nd August - Thursday 25th August 2016
This three night break offers a relaxing environment for you to enjoy stimulating
speakers, the company of like-minded people and thoughtful liturgies and prayertimes in this peaceful 13th Century Retreat Centre, set in the beautiful Oxfordshire
Countryside. Roman Catholic mass and Anglican services will be available. Rooms
are en-suite and include towels, toiletries and tea/coffee making facilities.
Costs are £315.00 per person and there is a £15.00 deduction per person for room
sharing. £50.00 deposit required by 25th July 2016.
Book now to be sure of a place by contacting Irene Casey
Email: irene.casey@talktalk.net or Tel: 01925 657890
For further details about Charney Manor visit their website at

www.charneymanor.com
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DIARY DATES
Regular Events
Every Wednesday: Prayer link-up at 9.30pm. Wherever you are. Irene Casey has a prayer
suggestion sheet: Tel. 01925 657890.
Every first Saturday of the month: Prayers for Animals at 12.15pm. Gloucester Cathedral,
Check with Rev. Helen Hall on 07919 538077.
Westminster Cathedral Interfaith Group is studying Pope F rancis’ new encyclical Laudato
Si’ in the Hinsley Room, Morpeth Terrace, London, from 4.00pm - 5.00pm on the following
Wednesdays: - 19th October, 16th November, 21st December. All welcome!

August
Ecumenical Animal Welfare Retreat 2016 - Charney Manor, Oxfordshire, Monday 22nd
August to Thursday 25th August - see page 71 for further details.

September
Pope Francis’ World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation - 1st September

October
World Animal Day - 4th October
ASWA Annual Service 2016 - Sunday 2nd October at 9.30am at The Church of St Cross,
Winchester. Eucharist. Preacher - ASWA President - The Rev. Dominic Walker OGS.
Animal Blessing Service - Sunday 9th October, 3.00pm at St John Vianney Church, Charlton
Road, Wantage, Oxfordshire, OX12 8ER. Animals and their human friends are invited to
remember St Francis of Assisi in their own special service of blessing and thanksgiving. Led
by Canon Peter Turbitt. All Welcome!
Animal Blessing & Thanksgiving Service for Pets - Saturday 15th October at 2.00pm - St
Martin’s Church, Mortimer Road, Kensal Green, London, NW10 5SN. Service led by Rev.
Graham Noyce. For further details email: animalblessinguk@gmail.com or phone: 07778453578. All welcome!
Interfaith Celebration for Animals - Saturday 22nd October. See page 73 for details.

November
ASWA Remembrance Sunday Service - Sunday 13th November at 3.00pm at the Animals in
War Memorial, Park Lane, London.
CCA AGM - Saturday 12th November. See notice on page 73 for details.
Events are kept up to date on our website at www.catholic-animals.com/events
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CATHOLIC CONCERN FOR ANIMALS AGM 2016

All members welcome!
Saturday 12th November 1.00pm - 4.30pm
At St Joseph’s Hall, Brompton Oratory, Brompton Road, London, SW7 2RP.
(Nearest tube stations are South Kensington and Knightsbridge)

1.00pm - St Joseph’s Hall open for tea and coffee
(please bring your own sandwiches)
2.00pm - Guest speaker, 2.45pm - break
3.00pm - AGM, 4.30pm - close

INTERFAITH CELEBRATION FOR ANIMALS 2016
Saturday 22nd October at 3.00pm
at Golders Green Unitarians,
31 Hoop Lane, Golders Green, London, NW11 8BS.
Led by Rev. Feargus O’Connor, Chair of AIA,
with guest speaker Rev. Prof. Martin Henig MA. DPhil. D.Litt.,
AIA director and ASWA Vice President.
Plus readings from all of the main faiths.

All welcome, including dogs!
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WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT CCA TO HELP ANIMALS



Gift subscription - give a friend, or your parish priest, the gift of a year’s
membership of CCA, with three issues of The Ark, for £20.00.



Distribute PDF copies of The Ark - available from Chris Fegan at
chrisfegancca@gmail.com.



Copies in your church - with permission, display several copies of each
issue of The Ark at the back of your church for sale at £3.00.



Bidding Prayers - ask for the occasional Bidding Prayer for animals, for an
end to cruelty, and a blessing on all people who help them.



Insert our website address in your parish bulletin/newsletter:
www.catholic-animals.com, with a brief description of our work.



Follow our updates on Facebook and Twitter and share them with friends.

Mark Glover

BEQUESTS AND DONATIONS TO CCA
Bequests and donations provide most of our income, so please remember our two
charities when drawing up your Will:



Catholic Concern for Animals, which publishes and distributes The Ark
and directs all our activities.



The Phyllis Mary Trust, administered by Catholic Concern for Animals,
which provides grants to small, struggling rescue centres and sanctuaries.

For donations, please make out all cheques to CCA, or pay online via Charity
Choice (see below). Please state The Phyllis Mary Trust if that is where you would
like the money to go.

CHARITY CHOICE
An exciting new way to donate online to
Catholic Concern for Animals.
If you would like to pay for membership or make an online donation to Catholic
Concern for Animals by debit or credit card, with the option of adding gift aid,
please go to:
www.charitychoice.co.uk/catholic-concern-for-animals-1068
Or go to the link on CCA’s website at www.catholic-animals.com
Thank you for your kind support!
74

THE ARK

SUMMER 2016

CCA MEMBERSHIP FORM
Registered Charity No 231022
Life membership £200; Annual membership £20
Overseas Life Membership £300; Annual Membership £30
Please send the completed page to the Membership Secretary (not your bank):
Frances Chalk, CCA, 26 The Fairway, Upminster, Essex, RM14 1BS.
Email: franceschalk@hotmail.co.uk

Please circle the appropriate area below
I wish to:
- join
- renew
- become a life member
- donate
Please EITHER send a cheque (made out to ‘CCA’)
OR complete the following Bankers Order Form.

Please tick this box for the Gift Aid scheme if you pay UK Income Tax
or Capital Gains tax. ☐
Bankers Order Form
To (name of your Bank/Building Society)…………………………………………..
Bank’s Address ……………………………………………………………….……..
………………………………………………..Post Code …………………….…….
My account number is………………………..Sort Code ……………………….….
I would like to give the sum of £………….. on the 1st day of each month / year
starting on ……....…/……….… (MONTH / YEAR) until further notice in writing,
to account number 00006345 of Catholic Concern for Animals, at Cafcash
(40-52-40), Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent, ME19 4TA.
NAME & ADDRESS (in block capitals please ) (Rev / Mr / Mr s / Ms / ….…...)
…………………………………………………………………………………..…..
………………………………………………………………………………….…...
…………………………………………….Post/zip code: ……………………..….
Email address:…………………………………………………………………..…..
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