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REFLECTIONS ON LAUDATO SI’ FROM CCA’S PRESIDENT 

 

The Most Reverend Malcolm McMahon, OP is CCA’s President and Archbishop of 

Liverpool.  He is Chair of the Bishops’ Conference Department on Education and 

Formation, the Catholic Education Service (CES) and the Catholic Trust for 

England and Wales (CATEW) and is National President of Pax Christi, the 

International Catholic Movement for Peace. 

 

BY ARCHIBISHOP MALCOLM MCMAHON, OP 

 

T he encyclical Laudato Si’ has several distinctive 

features: it is the longest encyclical ever , it is the fir st 

to have a title that isn’t in Latin, it is the first to use the 

‘See-Judge-Act’ methodology in its structure and it is the first 

to deal explicitly with ecology.  In paragraph 15 the Pope says 

that the encyclical ‘is now added to the body of the Church’s 

social teaching’.  

 Its length is a tribute, not to Pope Francis being a 

seemingly inexhaustible human dynamo, but to the complexity 

of his subject matter and the collegial way in which it was written.  The text repays a 

close reading and I offer some keys to opening up understanding of the document. 

 The first key is its full title:  ‘Encyclical letter Laudato Si’ of the Holy Father 

Francis on Care for Our Common Home’, beginning with a quotation from the 

canticle of the Pope’s namesake, St Francis of Assisi.  It is a faith statement of 

adoration of God, inspired by contemplation of creation.  In paragraph 11 he writes 

‘Just as happens when we fall in love with someone, whenever he (St Francis) would 

gaze at the sun, the moon or the smallest of animals, he burst into song, drawing all 

other creatures into his praise.’  Francis is encouraging us to develop the same 

inclusive, inspiring, prophetic and challenging attitude. 

 The word ‘care’ develops the relational aspect of the well established notion 

in the Church’s social teaching (CST) of ‘stewardship’.  The Pope advocates a 

relational anthropology where humankind is an integral part of life on earth, rather 

than separate from all other life and somehow above it, as if the world was 

humanity’s play thing and we were in charge and free from any restraints.  This calls 

for personal transformation beginning in our spiritual life and leading to changed 

behaviour in social life. 

 The word ‘common’ occurs frequently in the document, emphasising 

inclusivity as in common problems, common solutions, common creatures, common 

goods, common destination of goods, common good, communities, communion, and 

common home. 
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 The word ‘home’ itself in its Greek form as ‘oikos’ opens areas of  

economics, ecology, ecosystems and eco-politics, eco-spirituality and leads us to 

Oikoumene: the whole world.   

 So the first key tells us that this is an ecumenical document that explores the 

relationships between faith and reason, between people and planet, between 

creatures and Creator. 

 The second key is the use of ‘See – Judge – Act’.  This methodology, 

beloved of Joseph Cardijn and the Y oung Christian Workers (YCW), is extensively 

used by the church in South America.  

 In this document the ‘See’ includes the big picture.  The whole world is 

brought into the discussion. We have science, politics, poverty, ecology, town 

planning, transport, etc. Nothing is left out.  

 The ‘Judge’ involves consideration of where we get the criteria we use in 

decision making and here it involves close examination of scripture and the 

principles of CST. 

 The ‘Act’ requires that we work collaboratively.  The Pope considers the role 

of politics and of the church.  

 The third key comes in three words: development, ecology, spirituality.  The 

encyclical talks about ‘integral human development’ meaning all of the person and 

of all persons: it advocates personalism not individualism, sustainability not the 

myth of market led progress, the option for the poor not a theology of prosperity.   

Pope Francis speaks of a refreshed anthropology that doesn’t have humankind at the 

centre, that consciously connects environmental, economic and social aspects, that 

values culture and daily life, and which puts concern for the Common Good and 

Human Dignity at the centre of its practice.  He also raises concerns about 

intergenerational and interspecies justice. 

 It would be a caricature to imagine that Pope Francis is St Francis but this 

encyclical shows concern for animals within an integral ecology. For example, 

‘changes in climate, to which animals and plants cannot adapt, lead them to 

migrate; this in turn affects the livelihood of the poor, who are then forced to leave 

their homes, with great uncertainty for their future.’ (LS:25) A good example of his 

integrating vision is in LS:35 when he writes ‘In assessing the environmental 

impact of any project, concern is usually shown for its effects on soil, water and air, 

yet few careful studies are made of its impact on biodiversity, as if the loss of 

species or animals and plant groups were of little importance. Highways, new 

plantations, the fencing-off of certain areas, the damming of water sources, and 

similar developments, crowd out natural habitats and, at times, break them up in 

such a way that animal populations can no longer migrate or roam freely. As a 

result, some species face extinction. Alternatives exist which at least lessen the  
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impact of these projects, like the creation of biological corridors, but few countries 

demonstrate such concern and foresight. Frequently, when certain species are 

exploited commercially, little attention is paid to studying their reproductive patterns 

in order to prevent their depletion and the consequent imbalance of the ecosystem.’ 

 On the thorny issue of experiments on laboratory animals Pope Francis is 

clearly in continuity with his predecessors when he puts human well being first while 

showing a strong concern for animal welfare.  He writes ‘While human intervention 

on plants and animals is permissible when it pertains to the necessities of human life, 

the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that experimentation on animals is 

morally acceptable only ‘if it remains within reasonable limits [and] contributes to 

caring for or saving human lives’.  The Catechism firmly states that human power 

has limits and that ‘it is contrary to human dignity to cause animals to suffer or die 

needlessly’.   All such use and experimentation ‘requires a religious respect for the 

integrity of creation.’ (LS:130) 

 On the subject of genetic modification of species, he writes ‘Human creativity 

cannot be suppressed.  If an artist cannot be stopped from using his or her creativity, 

neither should those who possess particular gifts for the advancement of science and 

technology be prevented from using their God-given talents for the service of others. 

We need constantly to rethink the goals, effects, overall context and ethical limits of 

this human activity, which is a form of power involving considerable risks.’ (LS:131)  

He points out: ‘Nor are mutations caused by human intervention a modern 

phenomenon. The domestication of animals, the crossbreeding of species and other 

older and universally accepted practices can be mentioned as examples.’ (LS:133) 

 Laudato Si’ does not present Pope Francis as a spiritual Dr Doolittle but it is a 

document that can give inspiration to all who love animals as part of creation.  It is 

founded on observation of what is happening in the world; it asks that we make a 

prophetic response to our observations in our personal lives, our organisations and 

our structures; it insists that all life is interconnected; it points out that our faith calls 

us to be open to the world and all that is in it.   

 As he writes in the closing prayer:  

 

Awaken our praise and thankfulness  

for every being that you have made.  

Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined 

to everything that is. 
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EDITORIAL 
 

BY BARBARA GARDNER 

 

I t is a great pleasure to have CCA’s President, Archbishop 

Malcolm McMahon, OP write about Laudato Si’ in this 

edition of The Ark and I’m sure you will agree that this is a 

truly inspiring article. 

 Recent world developments have left the planet looking a 

gloomy place for animals, as explained by Chris in his 

introduction Animal Welfare in an Unstable World.  But there are 

many good people and organisations around the globe doing excellent work for 

animals and, in this edition, we bring you a broad range of such inspiring charities.  

This includes the incredible work of Rev. Christa Blanke and her organisation 

Animals’ Angels who are ‘there with the animals’ during long distance transport and 

slaughter across the world and fighting for proper enforcement of the law.  It 

includes the inspirational work of the Nuns of the Russian Orthodox Convent in 

caring for stray cats.  In the Gambia, Gambicats are also doing amazing work to help 

stray cats and dogs, as are Help the Street Animals of Morocco (HSAM) in 

Morocco.  And the Pegasus Donkey Sanctuary is working tirelessly to help over-

worked and neglected donkeys in Israel.  There are details of how you can support 

these wonderful organisations at the end of each report.   

You can also donate to CCA which, through its Phyllis Mary Trust (PMT), 

makes donations to small and struggling animal rescue charities, including 

Gambicats and HSAM.  Details are on page 75.  Last summer the PMT made a 

donation to People for Ponies (P4P), a charity which rescues moorland ponies in the 

south west of England, who have used the funds to conduct research into why ponies 

are dying on Bodmin Moor. Their findings, which are reproduced in this edition, are 

extermely interesting and make an important contribution to tackling the problem 

and saving future ponies’ lives.   

As CCA’s mission is the advancement of Christian respect and responsibility 

for the animal creation, with special reference to Catholic teaching and belief, we 

bring you examples, as always, of the early saints’ good work for animals.  At 

CCA’s ecumenical retreat last year, Dr Richard Ryder gave the talk ‘Saints against 

Hunting’ which is reproduced here and is one of the best collections of reports of the 

early saints’ commitment to animals that I have seen.  Such reminders of the 

forgotten acts of the early saints are desperately needed in the Catholic (and other) 

churches and it is vital that CCA continues in this educational role if we are to see a 

more compassionate world for humans and animals in the future.  In this we thank 

you for your continued support for CCA and its work. 
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CHAIR’S WELCOME 

 

BY JUDY GIBBONS 

 

I  am proud to announce that this year CCA has instituted 

the St Francis Award which will be awarded bi-annually 

to someone who has made an outstanding contribution to 

animal welfare. This first award has been given to Joyce 

D’Silva, former CEO of Compassion in World Farming, who is 

also a member of CCA. Joyce has worked tirelessly for many 

years to improve the lives of farm and all other animals. She has 

been a champion on behalf of animals and an inspiration to all 

those currently working in the field of animal welfare. 

 We are grateful to Sir David Amess MP, one of our Patrons, for arranging for 

the presentation to be made at the House of Commons on 23rd March 2017. There 

will be more about this presentation in the next issue of The Ark. 

 The Trustees welcome two new members to the Board. Firstly, Sheila Thomas 

who has come to us through her involvement with the Animal Interfaith Alliance 

where she holds the office of membership secretary. Sheila has a background in IT 

which will help to broaden the skills within the trustee team.  It is vital to fully 

understand all aspects of IT and I am sure that Sheila will help us to move forward 

with this work. Secondly, Sarah Dunning, who has worked with the Board for a 

number of years as the ASWA representative.  Both Sarah and Sheila are CCA 

members and we welcome them to the Board. 

 We also are pleased to welcome Rev. Prof. Martin Henig as the ASWA 

Observer. Fr Martin is also a CCA member and a well known and inspirational 

speaker at our annual retreats. Welcome then to Sheila, Sarah and Fr Martin on 

behalf of the Board of CCA. 

 

CCA’s Global Reach 

We are living in a world of massive political and global change and the cause of 

animal welfare must never be forgotten.  To be heard through a period of change is 

difficult in itself, we all know that this is easier said than done.  We must however, 

continue to write to those who influence policies concerning animals, so that our 

message does not become obscured by the impact of change.  CCA is putting a lot of 

emphasis on dealing with this change by recognising that we cannot stay as we were 

but need to engage with the world around us.  Last year Chris Fegan, our CEO, 

visited both India and Malta meeting with Bishops, priests, seminarians and people 

working in animal welfare directly. These are large populations of Catholics and all 

have profound difficulties in the way in which animals are treated in these countries. 
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For example, difficult problems such as the control of lethal snakes as well as other 

human friendly animals. We have been able to engage with these projects through 

the Phyllis Mary Trust. In Malta, of course, there is the problem of ‘song bird 

trapping’ and this issue has been taken up with members of the church in Malta 

which is an island with a large Catholic population.   

 All this and more, enables CCA to have a global reach. Having said that, 

influence is always difficult to measure but, with IT resources, we can begin to see 

the impact on our website and Facebook alone. This is giving us a more global reach.  

We continue too, with our work in this country where we are engaging with Bishops, 

Schools and Universities. We continue to support our members, and the Prison 

Wildlife Project where prisons engage in biodiversity and some projects which have 

been fulfilling and imaginative. I will write more about this project in the next Ark.  

 In order for us to do all this work we do rely on the income from the 

generosity of our members and legacies, and I would like to thank all those 

benefactors for their kindness and continued generosity.  

Joyce D’Silva - Winner of the 2016 CCA’s St Francis Award 

Sarah Dunning Sheila Thomas Fr Martin Henig 
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ANIMAL WELFARE IN AN UNSTABLE WORLD 

NEWS FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

 

BY CHRIS FEGAN 

 

I n this first Ark of 2017, I am taking the unusual step of 

concentrating my News from the Chief Executive on one 

issue - animal welfare in an unstable world. 

 I am doing this because 2016 was a very significant year 

for decision making by world populations, not least in the 

election of a very controversial new US President but also, of 

course, the decision in a UK Referendum for Britain to leave 

the European Union.  Both these decisions will have a major 

effect on animals but people are not generally talking about this and, I fear that CCA, 

along with other animal welfare and animal rights organisations, will have to work 

even harder than usual to get our message across in 2017. 

 Indeed, the new year 2017 has already been dominated by these two major 

political events again and the news headlines in January have all focused on the 

inauguration of President Trump and the decision of the UK Supreme Court to 

instruct the UK Government that the Referendum vote needs an Act of Parliament to 

support and implement it and that the UK cannot trigger Article 50 to formally begin 

the process to leave the EU without getting such an Act. 

 

Why does all this matter to us? 

The reason that this matters to us is, I believe, that these huge world events will 

affect the work of CCA on many levels and not, in many respects, in a positive 

manner.  Not least, for example, because the new President has announced that he 

will withdraw the USA from the conclusions of the Paris 2015 Environmental 

Summit on Climate Change (COP21), which was perceived as crucial for the planet.  

Pope Francis famously published Laudato Si’ in advance of  COP21 with the aim of 

trying to influence it.  As you will recall, CCA and CAFOD had meetings ahead of 

Paris 2015 to try and work together on the matter and, indeed, an article was 

published in the Spring 2016 edition of The Ark by Neil Thorns, CAFOD’s Director 

of Advocacy and Communications, on his reflections of the COP21. 

 With regard to Europe, the European Union has passed much positive 

legislation on animal welfare, including the areas of farming, transportation and 

imports etc., which animal welfare groups have campaigned hard over many years to 

achieve.  How will the UK be affected in respect to animal welfare legislation after 

BREXIT and what will happen to the EU itself in years to come, especially if other 

countries follow the UK example and decide to leave the UK?  What will happen to  
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Eurogroup, which has done fantastic work for animals from Brussels?  

 Will there be conflict between the US Courts and the new President as we 

have seen between the UK Government and the British Court system?  The simple 

answer is that we just do not know, but what I do know is that animal welfare 

advocates, such as ourselves, will have to shout louder than ever to have the ‘voice 

of the voiceless’ heard in coming months and years, and I pledge that CCA will do 

so and to the best of our ability. 

 

A bad precedent set by India 

I also, unfortunately, have firm bad news about how this ‘uncertainty in modern 

times’ is affecting animals. In January we heard that the Indian Supreme Court had 

been ‘overruled’ by the Indian Government about a ban on bullfighting in Tamil 

Nadu.  This is very bad news on every level, as a battle of 

years to stop bullfighting in Tamil Nadu has been lost 

overnight. The fact that a government can ‘overrule’ a 

Supreme Court, without passing any new legislation, is 

unusual and, frankly, more than a little disturbing. 

 This battle between Government and Courts has 

ended badly for animals in India. CCA has been opposing 

bull fighting for many years all over the world and abhors 

this retrograde step.  But it could only be the beginning if 

Governments can override courts at will - it clearly has 

repercussions for other such battles, including possibly, the 

ones I have already mentioned in the USA, UK and the EU, as battles between 

legislator and judges increase over the coming period. 

 

Increased Insecurity 

Another side effect of the recent ‘turmoil’ is that individual people and families are 

becoming increasingly worried about their own financial futures and security in 

uncertain times, where the concept of the ‘other’ has become a political football. I 

am afraid to say this has already manifested itself in charity giving reductions in 

recent periods and this will also have an effect on how CCA and other animal 

welfare charities will be able to operate.  On a general note, the fact that people 

turning inwards rather than outwards and neglecting their ‘neighbours and others’, 

including the animals we share Creation with, is also a worry.  This, again, is not a 

healthy sign and, of course, contrary to the Catholic tradition. 

 CCA educates for animal welfare and animal rights all over the world, both to 

the Catholic clergy and congregation, and even more widely, where possible.  It has 

always faced hard battles to get its voice heard and this will not get any easier in 

what seems to be an increasingly polarised world, but we will continue to try and do   

—————————–

CCA, along with 

other animal welfare 

and animal rights 

organisations, will 

have to work even 

harder than usual to 

get our message 

across in 2017. 

——————————
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so, supported by the views of the Catholic Church as outlined by Pope Francis in 

Laudato Si’. 

 In conclusion, I will end by saying that 2016 was a historic year and I expect 

2017 to be a difficult one in many respects, but I end with a firm commitment to 

CCA members and supporters that CCA will face the future head on and we will 

continue our work for all of God’s Creation to the best of our ability. ֍ 

PLEASE REMEMBER  

CATHOLIC CONCERN FOR ANIMALS 

 IN YOUR WILL 

CCA’s mission is the advancement of Christian respect and responsibility for 

the animal creation with special reference to Catholic teaching and belief. 

By producing and distributing educational material 

within the Catholic Church and beyond, CCA is 

changing attitudes towards animals globally and 

encouraging people to treat them with love and 

kindness. 

But CCA needs funds to be able to continue with this 

vital work. 

Please consider a bequest to CCA in your will and help 

to be part of CCA’s transformational work to develop a 

more compassionate world for the future.   Thank you! 
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CCA MEMBERSHIP FORM  

Registered Charity No 231022 

  

Life membership £200; Annual membership £20 

Overseas Life Membership £300; Annual Membership £30 

 

Please send the completed page to the Membership Secretary (not your bank): 

Frances Chalk, CCA, 26 The Fairway, Upminster, Essex, RM14 1BS. 

Email: franceschalk@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Please circle the appropriate area below 

I wish to:  

- join  

- renew  

- become a life member  

- donate  

 

Please EITHER send a cheque (made out to ‘CCA’) 

            OR complete the following Bankers Order Form. 

 

Please tick this box for the Gift Aid scheme if you pay UK Income Tax 

or Capital Gains tax. ☐  

 

Bankers Order Form 

To (name of your Bank/Building Society)………………………………………….. 

Bank’s Address ……………………………………………………………….…….. 

………………………………………………..Post Code …………………….……. 

My account number is………………………..Sort Code ……………………….…. 

 

I would like to give the sum of £………….. on the 1st day of each month / year 

starting on ……....…/……….… (MONTH / YEAR) until further notice in writing,  

to account number 00006345 of Catholic Concern for Animals, at Cafcash  

(40-52-40), Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent, ME19 4TA. 

  
NAME & ADDRESS (in block capitals please ) (Rev / Mr  / Mrs / Ms / ….…...) 

…………………………………………………………………………………..….. 

………………………………………………………………………………….…... 

…………………………………………….Post/zip code: ……………………..…. 

Email address:…………………………………………………………………..….. 
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ANIMAL ADVOCACY AND THE CHARGE OF ANTHROPOMORPHISM 

 

Frauke Albersmeier is a PhD student of philosophy and a research fellow at 

Heinrich Heine University Dusseldorf, where she is working on a dissertation project 

on the concept of moral progress. She is a co-founder and board member of Achtung 

für Tiere e.V., a non-profit organisation based in Guetersloh, Germany, which 

combines lifelong care for rescued animals with education programs addressing 

animal welfare and animal rights issues. 

 

BY FRAUKE ALBERSMEIER 

 

W hen philosophers, biologists or psychologists argue about 

‘anthropomorphism’ they sometimes explicitly distance themselves from 

one very obvious way of understanding this concept: they do not want to discuss 

‘anthropomorphic’ depictions of animals, that is, depictions that show non-humans 

wearing clothes or make-up, four-legged animals walking on two feet, or animals 

talking in human languages – as they are shown in animated movies, commercials or 

children’s books.  We are familiar with these ways of portraying non-human animals, 

and we typically find it easy to identify them as non-realistic.  We can easily spot the 

specifically human characteristics that have been incorporated, like Paddington 

Bear’s fluent English, his suitcase, and duffle coat. 

‘Anthropomorphism’ derives from Greek anthropos – ‘human’, and morphe – 

‘form’.  Therefore, the link to human-like depictions of animals seems pretty 

straightforward.  Showing animals in an ‘anthropomorphic’ way is to show them as 

being of ‘human form’. 

 

Behavioural anthropomorphism 

However, anthropomorphism can also denote a mode of representing non-human 

animals that has less to do with physical appearance. It might refer to a way of 

describing non-human animals, their behaviour, and inner lives in terms that actually 

only apply to humans. Since scientists have become more open towards recognising 

similarities between animals and humans, as far as their emotional and cognitive 

capacities are concerned, there has been disagreement about how these similarities 

might actually be established and described. In this context, the charge of 

anthropomorphism is directed against those who are inclined to see animals’ 

behaviour as driven by similar motives as humans’ – for example, to see a sense of 

‘fairness’ at work, when animals reject unequal ‘rewards’ in behavioural 

experiments.  Those who put forward the charge of anthropomorphism usually want 

to press a supposedly ‘easier’ way of accounting for the animals’ behaviour and think 

we should be very careful with applying ‘human’ terms to animals’ behavioural and 

mental capacities.  
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Anthropomorphism in animal advocacy? 

Although the debate about anthropomorphism is, at first, an academic one, it does 

seem to have some relevance for animal advocates, too. Animal advocates might at 

times find themselves faced with a kind of criticism similar to the charge of 

anthropomorphism. 

One important part of animal advocacy is usually to raise empathy for the 

animals affected by a harmful practice. Therefore, one will want to show animals as 

experiencing feelings that are meaningful to humans. An obvious counterstrategy for 

those who want to keep using animals the way they have always done, is to claim that 

those descriptions are not apt, but present animals as humans, when they actually 

differ from humans in important ways. Animal rights activists might, for instance, 

want to draw attention to the problems involved with practices in the dairy industry. 

They might write and talk about the bond between a mother cow and her calf and the 

emotional distress the separation of the two causes. They might also frame this in 

terms of ‘motherly love’.  Defenders of the practice in question might claim that this 

description is just inadequate.  They might say, ‘the mother-child-relationship in cows 

is importantly different from the mother-child-relationship in humans’; ‘talk of 

motherly love is misleading, it is a way of making us think of cows more as humans 

than they actually are’; ‘you are distorting people’s view of cows for your purposes’,  
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and so forth.  That is to say, an easy way to undermine animal advocates’ empathetic 

descriptions of animals is to apply a charge of anthropomorphism. 

In contrast, writer and animal rights advocate Joan Dunayer classifies the 

interpretation of ‘motherly love’ as mere ‘maternal instinct’ as an instance of 

speciesist language.  On her account, language might be a symptom, as well as a 

cause, of speciesism – ‘the failure to accord nonhuman animals equal consideration 

or respect’ (Dunayer, 2001, p.1), or, in Richard Ryder’s original definition, ‘the 

widespread discrimination that is practised by man against the other species’, a form 

of prejudice ‘based upon appearances’ (Ryder, 1975, p.16). Dunayer argues that 

speaking of ‘maternal instincts’ rather than ‘motherly love’ with respect to the 

emotional responses of cows to having their calves taken from them, serves to 

downplay the animals’ suffering, since ‘instinct implies rote behaviour devoid of 

feeling’ (Dunayer, p. 29). 

But there are cases where refraining from talk of ‘motherly love’ would not 

count as speciesist, as can be illustrated by the following example. The selling of 

exotic animals such as reptiles, for them to be kept as pets, has come under a lot of 

criticism in recent years. Even people who do not, in principle, oppose treating 

animals as commodities are critical of the way exotic animals are caught, ‘stored’ 

and handled by traders, and often thoughtlessly purchased by humans who are not 

prepared to properly care for these animals.  However, given everything that could 

be called abusive about the way reptiles are treated in the exotic pet trade, not 

mentioning ‘frustration of motherly feelings’ would not be speciesist, since reptiles 

typically do not care for their offspring in a way that warrants assuming they have 

such feelings.  But then: would it be anthropomorphic if one did talk of motherly 

love with respect to reptiles? 

Philosopher John Andrew Fisher claims that ‘what wouldn‘t be 

anthropomorphism concerning a chimp might be concerning a worm’ (Fisher, 1995, 

6). With respect to the above example, this might read, ‘what wouldn‘t be 

anthropomorphism concerning a cow might be concerning a snake’.  But I think 

there is reason to disagree. Now, talk of ‘motherly love’ with respect to reptiles 

might be inapt – but that doesn’t make it ‘anthropomorphic’, even though the 

concept of motherly love is applicable to humans and familiar to us by virtue of 

being human. 

Because once it is established that other animals have motherly feelings, too – 

and actually: unless it is warranted to assume that no other animals have them – what 

sense does it make to think of these feelings as particularly ‘human’ ones?  In saying 

that someone unduly ‘humanises’ animals or portrays them in an ‘anthropomorphic’ 

way, one is saying much more than that this portrayal is unrealistic, and, 

importantly, much more than what should be said.  This might look like a minor and  
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technical point, and indeed, I would not want to suggest that there are no more 

important things to worry about when it comes to our way of thinking about and 

treating animals. But I think that being precise about what counts as a 

misrepresentation of animals – and what kind of misrepresentation – does have 

some role to play in the way we argue for a fairer and better relationship between 

humans and non-humans. Before returning to this point we should take into account 

some of the ways that have been put forward to deal with the charge of 

anthropomorphism. 

 

Real problems, misleading words 

Some scholars have suggested that the way to address this charge is to distinguish 

between helpful and harmful versions of ‘anthropomorphism’. Frans de Waal, for 

instance, whose research on the sense of fairness in nonhuman primates challenges 

the idea that humans are the only moral animals, proposed the notion of ‘heuristic 

anthropomorphism’ (de Waal, 1999); others have 

suggested ‘critical anthropomorphism’ (Burghardt, 

1990). In contrast to ‘naïve anthropomorphism’, these 

ways of describing animals in human terms and ascribing 

to them inner states that we are familiar with in 

ourselves, involve caution and awareness of possible 

differences between species. De Waal and others have 

also claimed that we should find a name for the 

counterpart of the mistake that has traditionally been 

called anthropomorphism.  According to de Waal, we should call the blindness for 

the existence of ‘human’ traits in nonhuman animals ‘anthropodenial’ (de Waal, 

1999). 

The insight behind these differentiations is that there is a real danger of 

misinterpreting animals when we think of them as similar to us without knowing the 

extent of the actual differences, but that it is also not an option to avoid applying all 

sorts of presumably ‘human’ concepts – since they might actually be applicable!  

These scholars want to be able to ascribe to animals a feeling of motherly love, a 

capacity for joy, or a sense of fairness, but they also want to be careful about 

particular interpretations. 

What is problematic about this, I think, is that by sticking with the term 

‘anthropomorphism’ they mark the traits and capacities they are willing to ascribe to 

non-human animals as, in some way, typically ‘human’. ‘Anthropos’ refers to 

‘humans’ – but as soon as we give up the idea that the trait in question is exclusively 

human and begin to recognise it in other animals, it is hard to see why we should 

call it a ‘human’ trait at all anymore.  It might just as well be a ‘primate’ or  

—————————— 

We should actually 

abstain from claiming 

any trait to be 

exclusively human at 

all, lest we give in to 

prejudice.  

—————————— 
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‘mammalian’ trait (see also Keeley, 2004).  It does not seem to make sense to claim 

that one is keeping an open mind about the extent to which humans and non-human 

animals actually are alike and in what ways they differ, and at the same time to label 

all kinds of properties ‘human’, just because they are familiar from the human case. 

When there is a controversy about whether some animal is capable of 

‘motherly love’ (and therefore harmed by being separated from her child), the issue 

is not, whether describing her as feeling a mother’s love would be 

‘anthropomorphic’, unless we think that this feeling is actually either exclusively 

human or that humans have some kind of special claim to it. But what should 

warrant such a claim? Once we acknowledge that animals other than humans feel 

love for their children, any misattribution of this feeling to an animal that actually 

does not feel it, is not ‘anthropomorphic’ anymore. This misinterpretation would 

have to be specified differently. Philosopher Kristin Andrews has pointed out that 

this holds not only once we have acknowledged a trait in other animals, but that we 

should actually abstain from claiming any trait to be exclusively human at all, lest 

we give in to prejudice (Andrews, 2011).  

 

When ‘tickling’ equals ‘torture’ 

The dangers of misinterpretation are real, and 

they often directly affect animal welfare.  For 

example, in 2015, animal welfare activists 

reacted to a recent type of hit videos on the 

internet, that showed slow loris, small nocturnal 

primates, being ‘tickled’. Viewers had 

predominantly thought that the animals enjoyed 

the ‘tickling’, because they reacted by raising 

their arms, holding perfectly still otherwise. 

Tragically, activists explained, this reaction 

actually shows that the slow loris are terrified 

and try to prepare for their particular way of 

self-defense: licking a venom from a gland on their elbow in order to bight a 

predator (which is why slow loris get their teeth removed, in painful ways, before 

they are sold as pets. The video: Tickling slow loris' animal torture can be found on 

YouTube: https://youtu.be/_dz-n_Fo9-g).  

 Obviously, these kinds of misinterpretation can be very harmful to animals. 

In this case, the little primates’ body language was completely misread, probably in 

analogy to dogs, far more familiar pets, who might stretch their forelegs when 

enjoying a belly rub. This tragic misunderstanding also shows that our mistakes 

about animals’ inner lives are not always ‘anthropomorphic’, just because they 

involve concepts that are applicable to humans (in this case enjoying being tickled).   
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The misrepresentation of the slow loris is probably rather ‘caninomorphic’ or ‘dog-

like’.  It just goes to show that failing to recognize an animal’s actual way of 

experiencing a situation is not distinctive of economically motivated animal abuse, 

but can also be a tragic effect of human-dominated interaction that seems benign on 

the surface. 

 

Battling anti-animal prejudice 

Of course, in cases like this, the problem is not that we might classify the 

misunderstanding as anthropomorphism. The problem is the misunderstanding itself 

and the way these animals are treated in order to end up as misunderstood pets. 

But then, what’s the significance of the philosophical debate about 

interpretations of animal behaviour to animal advocacy? Given that animal 

advocates might sometimes find themselves faced with the charge to be 

‘anthropomorphising’ or ‘humanising’ non-human animals, that is, to be attributing 

‘human’ traits to them, it seems that one important way to counter this charge is to 

distinguish between two distinct assumptions it involves: first of all, the charge of 

anthropomorphism presumes that the individual attribution at hand is inapt, that 

the way some animal has been represented is wrong; secondly, it presumes that the 

description of that individual animal is wrong by virtue of involving some ‘human’ 

attribute. Animal advocates should not forget to tackle this second premise. The 

idea that we can talk legitimately of ‘human’ attributes is a prejudice against non-

human animals. This kind of prejudice has been invoked in the justification of 

cruelty towards animals for ages and still needs to be challenged.  

It makes a difference whether we explain that non-human animals ‘share’ so 

many of our ‘human feelings’ or whether we avoid the implication that some type 

of capacity or emotion is primarily a ‘human’ one. Avoiding talk of ‘human’ traits 

is a way of battling anti-animal prejudice, that is, a way of battling speciesism. ֍ 
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SAINTS AGAINST HUNTING 

 

CCA Scientific Adviser, Dr Richard Ryder talked at the 2016 Ecumenical Animal 

Welfare Retreat about the role of the early saints in animal welfare, particularly those 

who defended animals.  His speech is reproduced here. 

 

BY DR RICHARD RYDER 

 

I  think many people grow up 

believing that the medieval 

saints were all very prim 

and unworldly: a sor t of 

combination of Mrs Mary 

Whitehouse with a Professor of 

Theology.  But, of course, they 

were not really like that. There 

are three points that I am going 

to try to make: 

 

1. That many medieval saints 

were practical, down to earth 

people with a hands-on approach 

to doing good, and that part of their applied compassion often included animal 

welfare.  A concern for animals was not a rarety but was one of the usual signs of 

sainthood.  They preached God’s word, they helped the poor and they helped 

animals too.  It was the standard saintly package for at least 1,000 years of 

Christianity. 

 

2. As far as Europe was concerned, everything seemed to change in the thirteenth 

century.  The Cathars had taught that animals have immortal souls, and so they 

practised vegetarianism.  When the Cathar heresy was totally suppressed around 

1230, St Thomas Aquinas appeared on the scene and began to rediscover and 

promote Aristotle.  Aristotle, not of course a Christian at all, had said that slaves, 

animals and women were of little moral importance. However, Aquinas, whose 

writings encompassed the church’s anthropocentrism, seems to have repented of his 

teachings shortly before he died, although we do not know if this affected his 

speciesism. 

 

3 Things then went from bad to worse in Europe as far as animal welfare was 

concerned.  The Black Death, prolonged periods of warfare and the Renaissance  
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itself all seemed to underline in people’s minds the importance of themselves.  

Humans were claimed to be central.  By the 1500’s speciesism reigned triumphant 

and, in Church councils, continued to do so until Laudato Si’ and the present Pope.  

Indeed, showing any concern for non-human creatures was considered, in some 

circles, to be almost tantamount to heresy and, for 800 years, the example of the 

early saints was, so I believe, deliberately suppressed.   

 Animal welfare was not just ignored it was often actively ridiculed and 

belittled.  You still hear hunters, farmers and others with vested interests in animal 

exploitation, scoffing at animal welfare and trying to make out that it is sentimental 

or womanly and, therefore, irrational and wrong.  What could be further from the 

truth?  Compassion is central to Christianity.  We try to love our neighbours, and 

non-human animals are surely our neighbours too.  Animals are all members of our 

community.  We share our society with them and we owe then equal respect.  They 

too are conscious of suffering and pain.  If they are sentient they are, in my opinion, 

persons too.  All animals are God’s creatures and so we should love them.  We have 

both a natural impulse and a moral duty to do so.  All suffering things are PERSONS 

and our NEIGHBOURS. 

 

Lessons from the Early Saints 

So, all I am trying to say is that the 

early saints were an example to us 

all.  Some were not vegetarians and 

yet still cared for animals.  The 

early saints seem to have 

particularly opposed deliberate 

cruelty to animals.  This is why 

there are so many stories of the 

early saints opposing blood sports 

and rescuing animals from the 

hunters.  I have no doubt that 

deliberate cruelty is the greatest sin 

and that hunting for sport is indeed 

one example of this, as was wisely 

said at the CCA Retreat in 2015.   

In my opinion, causing any sort of 

unconsented and non-therapeutic 

pain is wrong, whether it is to a 

human or to a non-human being. 

St Anthony Abbot and his pig 
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 Let’s look at some of the early saints: 

St Anthony Abbot was followed around by his pig whose illness he had cured. 

St Benedict of Nursia was helped by a raven. 

St Bernard of Montjoux was assisted by a dog. 

St Blaise healed animals. 

St Brigid protected foxes and boars and was followed by a cow. 

St Cuthbert made friends with the birds who fed him while he gave them protection.            

 They shared his meals. 

St Colette understood the language of birds and had a pet lamb. 

St Colum looked after a crane. 

St Daria was protected by a lion. 

St Fabian was elected Pope after a dove sat on his head during a papal election. 

St Francis Jerome preached to oxen and horses who knelt before him. 

St Francis of Assisi has a chapter all of his own. 

St Francis of Paola had pet fish as well as a pet lamb. 

St Gall had a pet bear. 

St Gerard could talk to and understand the animals. 

St Giles had a tame deer who gave him milk. 

St Hugh of Lincoln was protected by a swan. 

St Isidore shared his food with the birds. 

St Jerome helped an injured lion who then never left his side. 

St John Bosco was protected by his dog. 

St Joseph of Cupertino rescued sheep and could speak with the animals. 

St Kevin had a blackbird lay an egg in his hand and he stayed absolutely still until it 

 had hatched. 

St Macarius helped a hyena. 

St Madeleine made friends with a dangerous dog. 

St Mamas preached to the animals and was protected by a lion. 

St Martin of Porres looked after lost dogs and cats and was kind to mice and rats. 

St Meinrad had ravens as his friends. 

St Patrick looked after animals generally. 

St Paul the First Hermit was cared for by ravens who brought him food. 

St Philip Neri loved all animals, especially cats. 

St Roch, when ill, was fed by a dog. 

St Sabas made friends with a lion and shared a den with him. 

St Sylvester cared for a bull. 

St Veridiana cared for snakes. 

St Vitas loved animals generally. 

St Wulstan cured the King’s pet bird. 
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 You can see it was a two-way process.  The saints cared for the animals and 

the animals cared for the saints - dogs, cats, lambs, cows and lions.  Birds also, 

especially ravens.  It was mutual love and respect between God’s creatures: a 

brotherhood and a sisterhood with the animals - a community – as it should be.  No 

speciesism or ‘tyrannical anthropocentrism’ as Pope Francis says in Laudato Si. 

 

Saving animals from hunters 

When I researched my book Animal Revolution in the 1980’s I found several books 

that praised the love of animals manifested by the early saints.  These had been 

written just before the 1st World War.  I record in my book the common story that 

the saints would save animals from the hunters.  This usually meant hares and deer  

(for food) because nobody respectable hunted foxes (for sport) in the middle ages!  It 

also occasionally mentioned large birds – birds large enough to be shot by bows and 

arrows.  Some saints even anticipated the tactics of hunt saboteurs!  St Neot saving 

hares and stags from huntsmen and the 12th century Northumbrian, St Godric of 

Finchdale, recuing birds from snares.  St Aventine, who lived around 438 in 

Gascony rescued a stag from the hunters.  St Carileff (c. 540) protected a bull that 

was being hunted and St Hubert gave up hunting after 

seeing a vision of the crucifixion between the antlers 

of a stag (around the year 700).  St Monacella [St 

Melangell] (c. 604) in Wales protected a hare from 

hounds, as did St Isidore in Spain and most notably St 

Anselm (1033-1109).  Born in Italy, Anselm was 

eventually made Archbishop of Canterbury where he 

had to oppose attacks from King William Rufus – a 

dangerous and anti-religious king who, interestingly, 

was assassinated (or was it merely an accident) in the 

New Forest while – you’ve guessed it – while hunting.  

So, Anselm, who once gave sanctuary to hunted 

animals, had been at loggerheads with William Rufus 

the famous hunter. 

 In 1159 a monk of Whitby rescued a wild boar 

from the hunt.  He was then attacked by the hunters 

and mortally wounded, forgiving his killers on his 

deathbed.  There was a row about this and the hunters 

were forced to do penance. 

 All these stories were well known before the 

thirteenth century and people would have often tried to 

follow in their own lives the compassionate behaviour 

of he saints.  We need to rediscover them today. St Giles and his deer 
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Medieval Anthropocentrism 

This terrible human arrogance – what Pope 

Francis has called ‘tyrannical 

anthropocentrism’ - grew and grew until 

most people in Europe in the 1500’s 

believed, not only that mankind was all that 

mattered on Earth, but that the Earth itself 

was the centre of the Universe.  Everything 

revolved around the Earth and the human 

species!  This was really a combination of 

the views of that arrogant man Aristotle.  We 

now know that Aristotle was wrong about 

almost everything – biology, astronomy and 

morality.  And yet Aristotle is still taught 

and revered in schools and universities all 

over the world today.  Aristotle was in effect 

a fascist!  His books ought to be thrown into 

the dustbin of history and forgotten, like so 

many others who have been shown to be 

wrong. 

 Then the Renaissance scientists 

began to question Aristotle.  Copernicus said 

in 1543 that Aristotle was wrong.  There was 

clear evidence, he said, that the Earth went 

around the sun.  Sixty years later when 

Gallileo publicised this fact the church 

began to threaten him and, in 1633, he was 

put on trial for heresy and threatened with 

torture. 

 But this was the beginning of getting 

things back into proportion.  Human beings 

were really not the moral centre of the 

universe.  It was almost at the same time as 

Gallileo that compassionate men and women 

began to write in favour of animals.  For 400 

years human beings in Europe had 

arrogantly imagined that they were the only 

things that mattered.  The sheer vanity 

renders one almost speechless!  

Above: St Neot rescuing the deer  

Below: St Kevin and his blackbird 
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Secular Saints of the Eighteenth Century 

In the eighteenth century there were a host of secular saints who began to write 

earnestly about compassion to the animals – Richard Steele, Alexander Pope, Joseph 

Addison, Montaigne, Locke, Voltaire, Rousseau, John Oswald, George Nicholson, 

John Hildrop, Humphrey Primatt, David Hume, Richard Dean, Dr Samuel Johnson, 

William Hogarth, James Thompson (the poet), Andrew Marvell, William Cowper, 

William Blake, Robert Burns, Percy Shelley … I could go on. 

 But where were the leaders of the churches?  Indeed, where were the 

medieval saints? It seems a thousand years of the Christian tradition of compassion 

had been forgotten!  We now have a pheasant -shooting Archbishop of Canterbury! 

The record of the churches since Aquinas has been deplorable! Except for the 

glorious example of our current Pope.  Rightly, he seeks to overthrow, not only our 

absurd human vanity, our tyrannical anthropocentrism – our ridiculous 

SPECIESISM, but also the unnecessary gap between RELIGION and SCIENCE 

(Laudato Si). 

 The next great blow to our speciesism was delivered by Charles Darwin 

(1809-1882) in 1859 in On the Origin of Species, in which he argued that humans 

were just one species of animals among thousands of others.  We were all related 

through evolution. 

 Again, this upset the pride and vanity of some Church authorities.  It would 

not have upset St Anselm, nor St Francis, nor a hundred other medieval saints, so 

why did it upset the Victorian clerics?  Because they had lost sight of what is at the 

heart of Christianity and that is 

COMPASSION!  Jesus Christ’s 

own teachings of LOVE to others, 

love to our neighbours – and surely 

our own evolutionary cousins are 

indeed our neighbours. They are 

persons who can suffer like we do.  

They are surely part of our own 

community. The Anglican bishops 

today should be thundering against 

cruelty to non-human animals – not 

going on and on about sex.  They 

should be saving all animals – they 

should, in other words, be following 

the example of the early saints.֍ 

Left: St Sylvesta car ing for  a bull 
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WHY WE ALL MUST CARE FOR ANIMALS AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

 

Dr Michael W. Fox is an Honour Roll member of the American Veterinary Medical 

Association, a 1962 graduate of the Royal Veterinary College London, holds 

doctoral degrees in ethology/animal behaviour and medicine from the University of 

London, England and writes the nationally syndicated Animal Doctor newspaper 

column with Universal Uclick. His website is at www.drfoxvet.net 

 

BY DR MICHAEL W. FOX 

 

I t is striking to me that the rights and welfare of 

animals and protection of endangered species 

and their threatened habitats are rarely if ever 

mentioned in various public, political debates.  

Solutions to various environmental and related public 

health issues are deferred if jobs, local tax-yielding 

‘development’ and the GNP are threatened: and animal 

suffering is justified for the benefit of society. Appeals 

to protect wildlife and wilderness are generally made 

for our children’s sakes, not for animals’ or Nature’s 

sake. Yet indigenous wild animals and properly 

husbanded farmed animals are vital contributors to maintaining healthy ecosystems 

and biological cycles, as well as contributing to the human economy and greater 

good.  

 From a religious perspective some argue variously that animals are only ours 

in sacred trust - that we have a duty to treat them humanely and that they, along with 

the natural world, belong to God, Allah or the Great Spirit. But regardless of such 

beliefs, animals and the environment should be included in our more secular politics 

and put on the public agenda because of their many values and services to society 

ecologically, economically, emotionally and morally. Animal protection laws and 

their effective enforcement are the litmus test of societal compassion and 

responsibility. Animals’ moral value lies in our recognition and prohibition of 

animal cruelty and wanton annihilation of living beings and their communities 

because such actions are considered immoral. Immorality in any form is 

unacceptable in civil society. The same must be said concerning the wanton 

annihilation of trees and other wild plant communities whose many services and 

values include soil and climate stabilization, biofuels, food and medicines; and also 

the micro-organisms in our digestive systems and in the soil that we harm to the 

detriment, respectively, of our own health and of the crops we grow. 
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 We have contaminated and adulterated our food, air and water and poisoned 

the rains, our brains, bodies, mothers’ milk and wombs with pesticides; created 

superbugs with insecticides, killing the bees and butterflies; made super-weeds with 

herbicides that harm our own gut-gardens of beneficial bacteria in our intestines; 

spawned super-bacteria resistant to antibiotics that may soon surpass the severity of 

prior diseases of civilization. 

 

Putting Animal and Environment Issues on the Political Agenda 

I see no hope of significant progress until animal and environmental issues are put 

on the political agenda with the same level of public concern as human rights and 

interests. The biological deserts created by agri-industry destroying rainforests and 

grasslands are a testament to human ignorance and irreverence for life. Keeping 

animals confined and crowded in factory farms is an abomination, causing billions 

of animals to suffer every day and become the source of epidemic diseases that 

threaten us year after year. 

 These crises are all tied to a fundamental lack of empathic sensitivity and 

ethical sensibility, as documented in my book Bringing Life to Ethics: Global 

Bioethics for a Humane Society. The denial of sound scientific evidence and 

responsibility for the environment - our living world - for global warming and 

climate change and of the connection between the often cruel exploitation of animals 

and violence toward our own species, imperils all. 

 Cesar Chavez, President of the United Farm Workers of America, with whom 

I shared the podium at an animal rights conference in California, was one of the few 

social reformers to link violence toward humans and other animals with the long- 
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overdue revolution of non-violence toward all sentient beings. After our meeting he 

posted this statement to the media on 26th December 1990: 

 ‘Kindness and compassion toward all living things is a mark of a civilized 

society. Conversely, cruelty, whether it is directed against human beings or against 

animals, is not the exclusive province of any one culture or community of people. 

Racism, economic deprival, dog fighting and cock fighting, 

bull fighting and rodeo are cut from the same fabric: 

Violence. Only when we have become nonviolent towards 

all life will we have learned to live well ourselves’. 

 Crimes against humanity and crimes against Nature, 

and acts of terrorism against innocent peoples and other 

animals are of the same psychopathic currency, variously 

rationalized on the grounds of necessity by the executioners. 

Their collective chauvinism gives rise to the bigotry of sexism, racism and 

speciesism - regarding other animals as inferior - and sows the seeds of xenophobia 

and zoophobia. 

 

One Health, One Environment, One Welfare  

The recent report by the World Wildlife Fund and Zoological Society of London 

shows that the world’s wildlife population has dropped by a staggering 58 per cent 

since 1970, with the greatest decline (81 per cent) in lakes and rivers. This debacle, 

along with the billions of our seven billion population suffering war, poverty and 

starvation and many indigenous cultures becoming extinct, means we must either 

evolve and flourish or devolve and our humanity - virtue of being humane - perish. 

 The antidote is living by the Golden Rule which translates into the 

equalitarianism of justice for all beings, social justice and environmental eco-justice 

being complementary; and establishing mutually enhancing relationships with each 

other and other species, wild and domesticated, as we strive to cause the least harm in 

meeting our basic needs and executing our planetary responsibilities. 

 Applying the Hippocratic Oath of physicians, ‘First do no harm’, to all our 

actions and relationships under the banner of One Welfare is being promoted in 

veterinary and other circles. This is part of the concept of the One Health movement 

which is gaining momentum as policy makers and civil society leaders, economists 

and healers alike see the connections between a healthy environment and animals, 

wild and domestic, and a healthy populace and economy. One Health calls for 

planetary CPR - Conservation, Protection and Restoration. This is enlightened self-

interest for us, the dominant species, to prevent accelerating deterioration of all 

indices of quality of life on planet Earth. We and all life are interconnected and 

interdependent: One Health, One Environment and One Wealth. ֍ 

—————————- 

Only when we have 

become nonviolent 

towards all life will 

we have learned to 

live well ourselves. 

————————— 
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P4P BODMIN PONY RESEARCH RESULTS 

 

In the Summer 2016 edition of The Ark, Faye Stacey of People for Ponies (P4P) 

reported on the work of the charity and the appalling plight of the neglected Bodmin 

ponies. With funding from CCA’s Phyllis Mary Trust and Sir John and Lady Amory, 

P4P conducted research into the causes of the problems of the Bodmin Ponies which 

Faye reports here. 
 

BY FAYE STACEY 

D uring the first half of this year, P4P spent a lot of time highlighting the 

equine crisis that was underway on East Moor on Bodmin Moor.  Between 

February and June 2016, 23 ponies died and at least 42 were seized in emaciated 

condition. Approximately a third of the equine population onsite had been effected 

by the crisis. Other dead livestock were also found onsite.  

We decided to undertake scientific testing on two areas of Bodmin with 

persistent annual problems to see if we could finally get some answers as to why 

there are such problems there.  Tests were conducted on the ponies and environment. 

We were particularly interested in whether the historic mining activity (heavy 

metals) might be impacting on the animals. We enlisted the help of Kerry Marsh 

who is an expert in heavy metal toxicity in horses and is based in Australia. Sarah 

Braithwaite from ForagePlus in the UK was able to arrange mineral analysis of 

forage and a Defra licensed laboratory to test water samples so we could test the 

quality of the drinking water.  

We believe that this has been a ground-breaking research project and we 

owe immense thanks to Catholic Concern for Animals and Sir John and Lady Amory 

for helping to fund the testing we conducted. 



   THE ARK                                                                                                           SPRING 2017 

30 

During summer of 2016, the results of the tests and analysis of hair 

samples, forage samples, water tests, and soil samples were collated into full 

published reports. These are published in PDF form on our main website under the 

title ‘Bodmin Research’ – http://www.people4ponies.co.uk/bodminresearch.html. 

Shorter summaries of the reports are also available on the webpage. 

 

East Moor Results 

Our research on East Moor revealed no environmental heavy metal toxicity. The 

results revealed a combination of factors causing the welfare problems - lack of 

grazing and a seasonal decline of pasture (a lack of protein is also indicated), long 

term mineral deficiencies, high worm burdens, increased dietary requirements of 

pregnant and lactating animals which have not been met, compromised health, 

overstocking, a lack of management, a slowness to act by the authorities, no 

supplementation of animals, a lack of enforcement of identification of animals, the 

low value of moorland ponies, an atmosphere of hostility, and a reactive rather than 

preventative approach from the authorities. 

East Moor is so mineral deficient, it lacks even a basic daily minimum 

mineral allowance of six of the seven major minerals for breeding and non-breeding 

animals. The animals were so deficient, some returned critically low level or non-

existent levels of some minerals. The worst deficiencies recorded were levels of 

calcium and zinc. Adult ponies were particularly deficient in boron, calcium, cobalt, 

copper, manganese, molybdenum, phosphorus, potassium, selenium, sodium, 

sulphur and zinc. Three of the adults only achieved ‘good’ readings in four out of the 

15 elements and these were the highest mineral scoring results for individuals of the 

group sampled. These levels of deficiency will also be impacting the other livestock 

on-site. 

The interaction between minerals is complex. In some cases a pair of 

minerals must both be present for either to be available.  In other cases one particular 

mineral is required for the uptake of another.  A high level of manganese onsite 

when forage is available, and a level of iron above daily mineral requirements of 

ponies, is likely to be effecting the ponies’ uptake of other minerals such as cobalt, 

copper, calcium, selenium, phosphorus, and zinc. 

Deficiencies of minerals needed for enzyme and nervous system function, 

may be responsible for the East Moor ponies’ neurotoxic type symptoms.  Some 

ponies exhibited difficulty walking, muscle weakness, flaccid tails, poor appetite, 

shifting lameness, and difficulty rising (videos are online). 

The lack of removal of carcasses on East Moor leaves the equine population 

vulnerable to the possibility of botulism. Carcasses of dead ponies, sheep, and cows 

seem to be routinely left to decay on East Moor. Only six of this year’s pony 

carcasses were buried in a mass burial pit and one was removed by the authorities in  
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June - the rest were left in situ. In other parts of the UK, the authorities prosecute 

farmers if dead livestock is not properly disposed of. 

 

Minions Results 

Minions/Caradon Hill which is located to the south east of Bodmin Moor, revealed a 

slightly different story. The ponies that were tested in our research were relatively 

young and yet they already had high levels of bioaccumulation of certain heavy/toxic 

elements – something which wasn’t a problem on East Moor.  The Minions/Caradon 

Hill moorland area is part of an area designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site 

because of its mining history. This is an area of intense historic mining activity and 

has been designated SSSI status because of the heavy metal content present on site. 

The impact of the heavy metals on livestock does not appear to have been taken into 

account. 

Included in the results of the ponies tested were toxic levels of arsenic, iron, 

manganese, lithium, and aluminium. The level of arsenic recorded in the first pony 

tested was so high, our expert suspected that it was most likely linked to the cause of 

death of the pony. Levels of the toxic elements uranium and beryllium were also 

returned. 

Ponies returned deficiencies in the key minerals calcium, molybdenum, 

phosphorus, potassium, selenium, sodium, sulphur and zinc. The toxicity of certain 

elements on-site (such as arsenic, iron, and manganese) can cause deficiencies in 

uptake of particular minerals, such as zinc.  All the ponies tested were low in zinc, 

one pony to a critically low level. 

Certain aspects of the water test results were particularly concerning. Water 

sample one returned a huge level of arsenic toxicity, 182 times above the human limit 

and well above the recommended maximum livestock limits. All the samples returned 

levels of iron above the recommended livestock limit and two samples returned levels 

of manganese higher than recommended limits. Acidic pH’s, and nitrate levels above 

recommended levels were returned in samples. 

Forage results showed the site is deficient in six of the seven major minerals. 

The levels of these minerals onsite do not meet the daily minimum requirements of 

breeding or non-breeding animals. 

Whilst it is usually claimed that animals in poor condition on this site have 

been dumped or abandoned in this condition, the results suggest that the deficiencies 

and toxicities have been gained whilst inhabiting this environment. Whilst some 

abandonment of animals may take place, the environments are impacting on the 

animals. 

It is generally known that horses from this area are passed into the human 

food chain. Where horses are being passed into the human food chain, there needs to 

be awareness that any toxicity accumulated will be passed on to the consumer.  
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Those feeding horses from the Minions/Caradon area to other animals need to be 

aware of the toxicity they are passing on through the food chain - this can include 

scavenging wildlife, hunting dogs at kennels, and zoo animals. 

Those with ponies rescued, purchased, or born to mares from this area of 

moorland (toxic elements are passed onto the foetus during pregnancy), can take 

advice on feeding programmes to safely release toxicity, particularly for animals that 

are experiencing health problems. It is possible to address toxicity issues through 

specific feeding plans. Toxicity is not removed by changing pasture or removing an 

animal from the moorland area. Even if an animal regains bodily condition, toxicity 

is not released without feeding particular antagonists. Without removal, the toxicity 

continues to impact upon levels of mineral uptake and deficiencies. Toxicity can 

only be removed whilst an animal is still living – it cannot be removed once an 

animal is deceased and this is why there are concerns over what is entering the food 

chain. 

 

The Three Aims 

Both Minions/Caradon and East Moor sites have marked mineral deficiencies. From 

our research we have been calling for three simple measures to prevent the annual 

problems on Bodmin Moor: 

 

1. Compulsory winter feeding of hay by owners 

2. Provision of minerals all year around 

3. Clean water supplies with toxic water sources fenced off. 

 

 Supplementary feeding needs to be compulsory on these sites during the 

winter and there needs to be provision of minerals all year round. It is very 

important that this comes from owners and/or from the Commoners' Council and the 

authorities. 

Free hay drops were offered during the crisis of 2016 but were consistently 

rejected by the authorities. The Animal Welfare Act 2006 states that animals must 

be provided with a suitable environment, suitable diet, and be protected from pain, 

suffering, injury and disease. 

During September 2016 there was a large scale operation conducted by 

national charities on East Moor to round-up the entire equine population – over 40 

stallions were permanently removed from the Moor and owned ponies were 

microchipped, passported, and wormed. Ponies with no owners were also removed. 

Whilst the round up on East Moor in September 2016 is a very positive step, 

supplementing the equine population throughout the winter is going to be a key 

factor in ensuring the survival of animals on this area of moorland. 
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Recommendations 

East Moor has persistent annual welfare problems and the authorities should look to 

take a preventative rather than reactive approach - winter feeding of ponies needs to 

be compulsory as does the provision of minerals. If owners have no intention of 

feeding ponies on the moor then they must be removed from East Moor for the 

winter, which already happens with the cows and sheep. 

The progress made through drifting the entire population of East Moor and 

removing stallions, worming and identifying animals needs to be maintained and 

built on. A management system needs to be established with annual roundups, 

removal of colts, identification of animals (through passporting and micro-chipping), 

and a worming strategy.  A system needs to be established with a knowledgeable and 

skilled set of individuals who can promptly and safely drift animals from the moor, 

and ensure a removed animal receives veterinary assessment and treatment. There 

needs to be enforcement of quotas of livestock to prevent overstocking. 

 

What the Public can do 

The animals are owned and should NOT be fed by the public. This can cause fighting 

between animals and cause the ponies to approach cars, making them susceptible to 

road traffic accidents.  Horses are susceptible to colic from eating the wrong foods. 

If the public would like to help we would urge them to seek assurances from 

the Bodmin Commoners' Council, Defra, and their MP that the ponies are fed this 

winter; and that clean water supplies are provided for livestock and at Minions/

Caradon the dangerous water sources are sectioned off. If hay is sourced from areas 

away from Bodmin the better mineral content would benefit the ponies. If feeding 

cannot take place on the Commons, then ponies should be removed from the moor 

for the winter. 

More research needs to be conducted on other Bodmin Commons with 

welfare problems. The implications of heavy metal toxicity have been under-

estimated and there is a general lack of knowledge within scientific and veterinary 

communities in the UK. ֍ 

 

Further information 

The full report is published in PDF form on P4P’s 

main website under the title ‘Bodmin Research’ – 

http://www.people4ponies.co.uk/

bodminresearch.html.  
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ANIMALS’ ANGELS  – WE ARE THERE WITH THE ANIMALS 

 

Rev. Christa Blanke is the founder of Animals’ Angels, an organisation which 

monitors and reports on conditions in animal transport across Europe and beyond 

and which fights tirelessly to improve conditions for animals in long distant 

transport, as well as being with them in spirit and prayer. 

 

BY REV. CHRISTA BLANKE 

 

A nimals' Angels is recognised as the animal 

protection organisation that specialises in farm-

animal transport. We work in Europe, Australia, 

India, Morocco, Tanzania and Qatar.  We call for the 

enforcement of existing animal protection laws, especially 

regarding transport of animals and their treatment in sale-

yards and markets.  We assert the right of animals to life, 

liberty and happiness and regard the struggle for animal 

rights as on a par with the struggle for human rights  

 The bedrock of Animals’ Angels’ work is our solidarity with suffering 

animals. At the centre of our beliefs stands our motto: We are there with the 

animals.  That is the source of our dedication and our strength.  

 Animals’ Angels is internationally regarded as a well-qualified specialist 

organisation with a high ethical profile, known to official bodies, political groups 

and the haulage industry, as well as to other animal protection organisations. By 

specialising in one area of animal protection, we avoid spreading our energies too 

thinly.  After 20 years of activity we have gained extensive knowledge of the field 

and expertise. Our teams conduct on-the-spot investigations at slaughterhouses, 

ports, holding areas, border control points, sale-yards and animal markets, and we 

are constantly on the road, following the transport lorries. We report only what we 

ourselves have witnessed.  

 The documented results of our missions – reports, photographs and video 

footage - are handed over to relevant authorities and used to lodge judicial 

complaints, make reports to the police or instigate further legal measures. Our 

information is accepted as reliable and serious.  

 Animals’ Angels is in constant touch with veterinary authorities, the police 

and influential political decision-makers in Europe and beyond. As a result, we can 

negotiate in the name of animals at the highest level.  

 The work of Animals’ Angels is international. The ‘livestock’ industry 

exports high-output breeds and industrial rearing systems all over the world. We 

export our animal protection principles and the fruits of our experience and  
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expertise. We are there with the animals when they are in a bad situation, even if it 

means travelling to the other end of the world. In order to achieve the best possible 

results for the animals we work together with several partners, chosen according to 

strict ethical criteria, in other countries.  

 

Animals’ Angels’ Achievements 

In the last 20 years Animals’ Angels has achieved much for animals being 

transported: 

 

 transport conditions have improved greatly since the 1990s, although transport 

times are still far too long and conditions unacceptable; 

 

 the police in some EU member states are much better trained to check animal 

transport lorries and many officials are highly motivated to demand strict adherence 

to the law; 

 

 many veterinary officials are now aware of the suffering animals may endure 

when being transported and more veterinarians than ever before are actively 

intervening to stop suffering; 
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 Animals’ Angels’ archive, filled to bursting point with material collected in 20 

years of missions on the ground, is used in enquiries by scientists, politicians and the 

media. 

 

Thanks to the ‘8 hours’ campaign, more than one million EU citizens, as well as the 

European Parliament, have expressed a loud and clear NO to long-distance animal 

transport.  

 

Animal Memorial 

Since we started our work in 1996 Animals’ Angels inspectors have met literally 

hundreds of thousands of animals all over the world, deported from their homes, 

separated from the companions they love, frightened to death, transported for days on 

end and finally murdered. Some time ago we created a new website 

www.animalmemorial.org. The portraits of nearly 1,000 animals are now online.  

This website shows that they are not forgotten. We gave them names and trust that 

their real names are known in heaven. We publish their photographs to show the 

world that they were persons in their own right. We keep their images in our hearts 

and continue the fight for the animals' freedom from deportation and death. This 

website is updated regularly – in memory of the fallen. 

http://www.animalmemorial.org
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 Following this line we started a small public awareness campaign in 

Germany using affordable advertisements in underground railway stations and bus 

stations with images of ‘our’ animals from Animal Memorial and we published a 

video about them.  They are all dead by now, killed by human cruelty and greed, but 

they are not forgotten. 

 Animals' Angels is not a Christian organisation, but I am a Lutheran 

Minister. So the much loved Christian hymn from Scotland's Iona speaks for me and 

what I experienced again and again in 20 years of travel behind the trucks, praying 

for the animals on board:   

 

 

Will you come and follow me 

if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know 

and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 

will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown 

in you and you in me? 

 

Will you leave yourself behind 

if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind 

and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare 

should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer 

in you and you in me? 

  

Will you let the blinded see 

if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free 

and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean 

and do such as this unseen, 

and admit to what I mean 

in you and you in me? 
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 Church of Scotland Minister John Bell presumably did not have the 

animals in mind when he created this hymn, but I have. I have met them all, the 

blind horse, the imprisoned mother pig, the hens with the ugly skin diseases, and I 

have tried so hard to show them the love of God, even if I could not heal them.  I 

have met the cruel and the kind humans, I was a victim of hostile stares and scared 

to death, but always secure in my guardian angel’s protection and the answers to 

my prayers. Now I am near retirement and must leave long distance travelling to 

others. But as we all know: God's human resources are unlimited and prayer is 

always an option… 

 

Support Animals’ Angels 

If you want to find out more about Animals’ Angels or support them: 

Website:  www.animals-angels-de 

Animal Memorial Website:  

www.animalmemorial.org  

Address: Animals'  Angels 

Rossertstraße 8 

D-60323 Frankfurt am Main 

Tel: +49 (0)69 - 707 981 70 

 

 

ANIMAL MEMORIAL 

Janosz 

 Transported in Poland 3 Sept 2016 

Chimo 

 Transported in Spain 30 Nov 2010 

http://www.animalmemorial.org
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Jenny  

 Transported in Italy 19 Mar 2016 

Liebchen  

 Transported in Turkey 15 Sept 2016 

Ghaliya 

 Transported in Qatar Dec  2015 

Jovita 

 Transported in Italy 15 Feb 2016 

Peterle 

 Transported in Romania 17 July 2016 

Gabriel 

 Transported in Italy 11 Feb  2016 
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INDIA FOR ANIMALS - A CONFERENCE 

 

BY ANIMAL EYS 

   

H undreds of foxes to be culled in London after Christmas celebrations - 

screamed the headline on the Evening Standard of 27th December 2016. 

With horror, I read how a so-called ‘pest controller’ explains that, during the 

holidays, there is a spike in complaints from people wanting to get rid of these furry 

animals.  The reason - excess waste created by humans during the Christmas 

holidays. Bin-liners full of discarded food leftovers may tempt the approximately 

10,000 London foxes out of their hiding place a little earlier and they may linger a 

bit longer which leads to more encounters with humans. The answer, so it was 

suggested, is to kill rather than to organise better waste disposal. 

The story played on my mind for days and made me remember another 

story from the other side of the world where, despite similarities, the outcome is 

different. 

Mumbai, India’s most populous city and the ninth most populous 

agglomeration in the world, has also the highest concentration of leopards anywhere 

on the planet. Despite the fact that over the past twenty-five years, some 180 people 

have been attacked by these animals with whom they share space, the people are, by 

and large, still very tolerant of living together with them. In fact, many residents 

realise that it is humans that are to blame for encroaching into the wilderness.  

Rather than resorting to killing the spotted beauties, leopard awareness workshops 

have been set up in which Mumbaikars learn how to take precautions so they can 

continue to live side by side.  

 

India’s Guiding Principle of Compassion 

This exemplary relationship between man and animal - the acceptance, tolerance and 

compassion to share this earth, even in cities, with non-human animals - is 

something that also shone through during the conference India for Animals 

organized by the Federation of Indian Animal Protection Organisations (FIAPO) 

from 21st to 23rd October. This bi-annual conference functions as a platform to 

discuss the main animal welfare issues in India. Top of the list are, of course, the 

estimated 25-30 million stray dogs but, equally important, is the struggle on human-

animal conflict, especially wildlife, and the hidden suffering of farm animals. In 

India, all are approached with the guiding principle of compassion. 

 As pointed out in a conference presentation by animal rights lawyer N.G. 

Jayasimha, of the Humane Society International, compassion is seen to be so 

fundamental that it is enshrined in the Indian constitution which places a duty on  
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every citizen to ‘protect and improve the natural environment including forests, 

lakes, rivers and wild life, and to have compassion for all living creatures’. 

And it does not stop there. According to the Wildlife Protection Act of 

1972, the act of hunting constitutes ‘capturing, killing, poisoning, snaring, or 

trapping any wild animal’.  Furthermore, ‘injuring, damaging or stealing body parts 

of any animal, as well as disturbing or damaging the eggs or nests of wild birds and 

reptiles’, is tantamount to hunting. All hunting in India is illegal and first time 

offenders can face at least three years of rigorous imprisonment. For a repeat 

offence, the term of imprisonment may extend to seven years.  

 So, while foxes, and other wildlife, in India are pretty well protected, those in 

the UK, several other European countries and in the United States, can be killed. In 

fact, the Government of the United Kingdom even has a special website pointing out 

what you can hunt or shoot, when you can do it and what equipment you can use 

(see: https://www.gov.uk/hunting/overview). For the poor foxes, they state that 

hunting is against the law but that you can use dogs for drag hunting and trail 

hunting. In fact, on Boxing Day of this year, supposedly a day of peace, fox hunts 

took place across the country.  Such a shameful contrast with India. 

https://www.gov.uk/hunting/overview
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India’s Stray Dog Population Problem 

Obviously, despite good legislation, human animal conflict is not absent in India as 

was elaborated on in a presentation by one of the key-people in Indian animal 

welfare, Dr Chinny Krishna. In a country where over 26 million babies are born 

annually to its 1.3 billion population and where some 25 million dogs roam the 

streets, conflict is bound to happen. Dog bites occur daily and every year, a large 

number of people die from rabies (the figures range from 7,000 to 20,000 deaths). 

Nonetheless, while incidents of cruelty against dogs do occur nationwide, Indians 

generally co-habit with the canines. The one main exception has been the southern 

India province of Kerala where, in abject ignorance of the law, stray dogs are 

routinely killed through poisoning and shooting in an attempt to control the 

population. 

That this is totally ineffective was highlighted in various sessions during the 

conference because, wherever wild animals are killed, their brothers and sisters from 

neighbouring areas will move in to occupy the newly vacant territory. Instead, 

speakers proposed alternative approaches including anti-rabies vaccinations, mass 

sterilisation and effective bite avoidance and management protocols. 

 An example is Mission Rabies, a programme funded largely by The Dog 

Trust of the UK, which aims to vaccinate 70 per cent of the stray population which, 

according to several studies, has been shown to halt the spread of rabies. During the 

conference, they showed how their multi-pronged approach of vaccination, 

sterilisation and awareness programmes is already bearing fruits.  

However, Arpan Sharma, chief executive of FIAPO, highlighted that it is 

essential that these initiatives are combined with better garbage management 

because, as with the urban foxes in the UK, stray dogs in India live largely off the 

availability of human waste.  In doing so, they fulfil a very important function in that 

they keep the rats, that also live off human waste, under control.  Reducing the stray 

dog population while doing nothing about the country’s vast mounds of garbage 

could be very dangerous, as rats would thrive in the place of dogs. Similarly, who 

knows what London's rodent problem would be like without 10,000 urban foxes 

patrolling the streets. 

 

The Effects of Globalisation on India’s Animal Welfare Standards 

Sadly, not even in India do all animals receive consideration.  As everybody knows, 

cows in India are revered and worshipped. What fewer people know is that not all 

cows are considered holy. The Holstein Friesians and Jersey cows, originally from 

the Netherlands and the Channel Island of Jersey but now extensively used in the 

Indian dairy industry, are not sacred. They are living just as abominable a life as 

western cows in mega farms and their male off-spring suffers the same fate as their  
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western brethren as highlighted by Paul Littlefair of the RSPCA and Carol McKenna 

of Compassion in World Farming.  

Similarly, although India has temples dedicated to rats, either as the vehicle 

of the god Ganesha or as the reincarnation of Karni Mata, and monkeys representing 

the god Hanuman, there is hardly any compassion for the same animals when used in 

laboratories. Shiranee Pereira, representing People for Animals, passionately pointed 

out that approximately 100 million animals are used and killed in Indian laboratories 

every year, often after suffering enormously.  

In fact, the plight of Indian animals in general has worsened over the past 

decade, as was explained in a keynote on ‘What Globalization means for animals in 

India’ by Dr. Vandana Shiva, one of India’s leading environmental activists.  

It is a sad conclusion but, with the continually growing population and the 

increasing western influences, cracks have started to appear in the remarkable, 

century-long tolerance that the people of India have displayed to animals. There are 

real worries and many indications that the suffering of farm and laboratory animals is 

spreading to other animals too, which is why conferences such as these are so 

important. It will require hard work to ensure that the good may prevail so the 

animals of India will never be under the cruel threats the English foxes face. ֍ 
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CURRENT ANIMAL ISSUES IN BRITISH POLITICS 

 

CCA Patron, Sir David Amess MP, is the Conservative MP for Southend West.  He 

has been a tireless worker for animals and in 2011 he won the ‘Animal Welfare and 

Environment Champion Award’ at the Dods Charity Champion Awards for his 

leading parliamentary role in promoting animal welfare. 

 

BY SIR DAVID AMESS MP 

 

B ritish politics has of course been dominated by what, 

for some people, was the unexpected result of the 

referendum on 23rd June.  Obviously the vote will have 

all sorts of repercussions in terms of our relationships with other 

countries in all manner of ways.  I believe that the way British 

people look after animals is an example to many other countries. 

I think you should judge any so-called civilised nation on how 

they treat animals, so I hope that the good influence we have 

had on our European Union partners will continue.  

 Now we have an opportunity to engage with the rest of the world in a much 

more productive way on animal welfare.  I immediately took the opportunity to do so 

on a trip to the Philippines.  It is well known that there has been some criticism of the 

Philippines on their treatment of dogs - we were able to raise it with some politicians. 

Whenever I travel abroad I raise animal welfare issues.  

 Turning to the UK and our Parliament, these are the following issues we have 

discussed recently. 

 

Badgers 

Badgers, for many people, are much loved creatures. They are even regarded as 

cuddly! So it was in the 1980s that I made a speech on the 3rd reading of the Bill 

which protected badgers. I did that in all innocence, not thinking for a moment that 

many years later, I would be trying to tackle for constituents what can be the 

nightmare scenario of badgers arriving in someone’s garden. I should add that the 

constituency I represent is not rural.  

 Since October 2013, badger culling in England has been trialled in certain 

areas, mainly with the aim of controlling the spread of bovine tuberculosis (bTB). 

Despite these trials, there is no nation-wide policy of badger culling. The culling 

which is permitted is done strictly to prevent the spread of bTB.  Yet badgers can be 

a threat or a disruption to humans.  Since 1981, the Wildlife and Countryside Act has 

consolidated all national legislation on the conservation of wildlife. Further 

legislation such as the Protection of Badgers Act 1992 made clear that it was an  
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St Francis 

offence to harm or interfere with badgers and their setts. The law recognises though 

that it is sometimes necessary to take action which is deemed prohibited. Licenses 

can be granted by Natural England in cases where previous methods of deterring 

badgers were not effective, such as damage to property despite fences/gates being 

installed to prevent it. 

A constituent of mine has had an on-going issue with badgers at their 

property since October 2015.  The constituent is a landlord and rents the property 

out, however he is facing the prospect of losing his tenant and will more likely than 

not find it difficult to find a new one due to the problem.  Despite the constituent’s 

pleas to the local council, he has been refused any help, leaving him with the costly 

option of having to pay £7,500 in less than a year to install preventative measures. 

When these defences proved ineffective, the council still refused to offer any help 

and would not reimburse my constituent for their loss. If he decides to apply for a 

license to remove the badgers, he will have to foot the bill to have even more work 

done. My constituent’s problem highlights one of many individual cases which 

require more attention from the authorities and agencies involved. It would be wise 

to have greater co-operation between the Government, Natural England and Local 

Authorities in order for there to be flexibility in the planning application system for 

protected species when dealing with quandaries such as the one my constituent 

faces. By having a clear and coherent policy across all authorities and agencies 

involved, we will be in a better position to assess whether an individual, under the 

right circumstances, can remove badgers from his/her property without needing a 

licence.  On a broader level, a joint approach would be welcome when facing issues 

concerning animal welfare. 
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Illegal Puppy Farming 

The growth of illegal puppy farms has presented serious challenges to how we 

ensure all puppies we buy pass the necessary checks to their welfare. It is estimated 

that the national demand for puppies is anything from 700,000 to 1.9 million animals 

each year. 70,000 puppies, approximately 10 per cent of the market, are born to 

licensed British breeders. The black market for much of the trade in puppies though 

remains prevalent. A large proportion of the trade either comes from unlicensed 

breeders or importers who exploit loopholes in the current licensing arrangements 

and animal welfare legislation to their own advantage which has a devastating 

impact on the health and wellbeing of the puppies involved in the trade. 

 The problem of unlicensed breeders in the puppy trade is growing. According 

to the RSPCA, of the sources for puppies coming onto the market place in the UK 

every year, 400,000 come from unlicensed breeders which accounts for over half the 

sources for the UK market. Moreover, many of the sellers will not have a pet shop 

license which can lead to the inadequate treatment of puppies and illegal activity in 

regards to the operation of selling the puppies.  

 The illegal practice of the puppy farm trade affects the whole of the UK. In 

my own county of Essex, an investigation was launched by the RSPCA in June 2015 

into a puppy farm as there were serious concerns about the owner selling 

underweight and ill dogs and not providing the right paperwork to buyers. Although  
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the owner has insisted that no puppies are bred on the premises and the Council has 

confirmed that the owner was covered under a pet shop licence, the grey areas 

surrounding the licensing laws make it very difficult to know whether these 

operations are legal and to check whether the welfare of the puppies is of a 

responsible standard. 

 The importing of puppies from Europe to the UK has soared in recent years 

due to an EU Law permitting the free movement of pets. This law was supposed to 

guarantee the free movement of people’s pet dogs for 

holidays or dog shows and ensure diseases such as 

rabies are contained. It now appears to have been 

subverted by traders, many of which are suspected 

criminal gangs operating from Lithuania and Hungary. 

Now we are in the process of leaving the EU, we will 

be able to address this issue head on by making our 

own laws to tighten controls on the movement of 

puppies from the continent to the UK and begin a full 

review of our licensing laws to root out unlicensed 

breeders. Moreover, by targeting this illegal practice, 

the likelihood of behavioural problems of puppies that have been sold by breeders 

will be much reduced. 

 

Dangerous Dogs 

There has been much debate in Parliament over how best equipped the current 

legislation is on the Dangerous Dogs Act to deal with the recent spate of dog attacks 

on children.  My heart goes out to the Essex family of the 4 month old baby who lost 

his life and his 22 month old brother who was in a severely critical state in hospital 

as a result of the dog attack. It was confirmed that the owner serves with Essex 

Police.  While this is tragic and we don’t know the full details yet, it is very 

important that any changes to the law are not made in haste and all the evidence that 

is gathered is reviewed carefully. I am a dog owner and dog lover myself.  Only too 

often, incidents happen as a result of the irresponsibility of owners. We need to 

consult with police forces on what the best course of action would be to deal with 

dangerous dogs. 

 As we look ahead, we have the opportunity more than ever to ensure that our 

animal welfare laws safeguard animals from cruelty and that they are treated with 

dignity.  On the other hand, we must always be open to amending our animal welfare 

legislation to balance the interests of securing the wellbeing of animals with the need 

to be practical when animals become a threat or negatively impact people’s lives. ֍ 

——————————— 

I think you should judge 

any so-called civilised 

nation on how they treat 

animals, so I hope that the 

good influence we have 

had on our European 

Union partners will 

continue.  

——————————— 
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ANIMAL WELFARE BY THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CONVENT 

 

James Hogan is a marathon runner who has served as vice chairman and chairman 

of the Mayhew Animal Home and a London branch of the RSPCA.  He has been 

working on a project to improve conditions for animals in Afghanistan and is a 

founding member of the management board of an American animal charity that was 

set up in 2004 to rescue street animals in Kabul. James’ particular interest is to 

provide support for the animal-loving nuns at the Russian Orthodox Convent in the 

Kaluga region of Russia and here he reports on their wonderful and inspiring work. 

 

BY JAMES HOGAN 

 

‘To say that we love God and at the same time exercise 

cruelty toward the least creature is a contradiction in 

itself.’ 

 Life for homeless animals everywhere is grim and 

hazardous with most leading short, miserable 

lives.  Russia's homeless animals suffer more than most as 

they struggle to survive violence, disease and starvation in 

a country with one of harshest climates on earth. There is 

no effective animal protection legislation in Russia so 

animals must rely on compassionate, caring people to 

come to their aid in their hour of need and defend them 

against cruelty and neglect. 

 I've had a long-standing interest in all things Russian and have been working 

to assist individual animal welfare groups there since the collapse of the communist 

system in the 1990's. Because it has become such a powerful influence in Russia 

today, I have in recent years also endeavoured to establish links with the Russian 

Orthodox Church in order to try and encourage them to take an active interest in 

animal welfare issues.  My modest ambition initially was to persuade the Orthodox 

Church's hierarchy to support the idea of an animal blessing service at a church in 

Moscow. After numerous rejections I had almost given up on the idea when, out of 

the blue, I was introduced to an Orthodox convent in the Kaluga region, located over 

200km from Moscow. 

 Set deep in the Russian countryside, the Convent of the Nativity of the 

Blessed Virgin has been rescuing and caring for animals since it was established by 

a small group of nuns in 1995.  It is everything you would expect a convent to be 

but, alongside the daily religious rituals, the nuns operate a sanctuary for homeless 

animals, mainly cats, many of them rescued from a life on the streets, or given up by  
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people unable to look after 

them, while others have been 

abandoned at the convent's 

gates. I visit the convent 

from time to time and, 

during a recent visit, 

someone abandoned a bag of 

cats at the convent's entrance 

during the night.  Inside a 

large hessian bag were five 

adult cats, fortunately known 

to each other so no fighting 

had taken place during their 

close confinement  

 All the animals 

receive a high standard of 

care and are neutered, 

vaccinated and treated for 

any health conditions they 

may have.  Sister Sergia, the 

nun with overall 

responsibility for looking 

after the cats, was a nurse in 

the Russian health service 

before she joined the 

convent, so she has been able to use her medical training to good effect in caring for 

any sick or injured animals who arrive at the convent. A vet from a nearby town is 

called in to treat any seriously ill animals and to carry out neutering operations.   

 Sister Sergia works hard to find new homes for the cats but there are always 

more cats than available homes.  At present the convent is playing host to 75 cats so 

there is a sizeable monthly bill for veterinary care and medicines as well as a large 

food bill to be met.  I help to organise an annual animal blessing service at my local 

Anglican church in Kensal Green, London and each year a retiring collection is held 

after the service to assist the nuns with looking after their charges.  When I first told 

them about this they were amazed and overwhelmed with joy to hear that there were 

people in far away London who cared about their animal welfare work.  

 In a world where so many people, whatever their beliefs, show little regard for 

the animals who share this planet with us, they are an inspiring group of women, 

setting an example for all to follow. 

 

Painting by Sister Sergia 
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Sister Sergia’s Report                                

Sister Sergia has written a short piece, translated 

from the Russian, describing her work at the 

convent. 

 ‘I would love all cats, dogs and other 

animals to be well fed and loved by 

everybody.  It gives me much pain to see hungry, 

freezing animals with injuries, waiting for mercy 

from us. 

 ‘There is a habit of abandoning cats and 

dogs by leaving them to die in the street or the 

forest, or leaving them at the doors of our 

convent. People think that nuns must be kind and 

wouldn't let these poor creatures die.  Sometimes, 

coming out of our cell building in the morning we 

will find ‘a gift’, a box of kittens.  Or we will find 

another stray thrown over the convent's wall. 

 ‘It happens that 75 cats have found refuge 

at our convent at present. Their past is common: foundlings, victims of people's 

irresponsibility and cruelty. We have set up facilities for them and I have organised a 

'cats kitchen', have adapted our old boiler room to treat them and have become 

acquainted with local veterinarians.  We have even invented a new post, the cat 

manageress or koshkalary, and that is me. 

 ‘Every morning, during the short period between the morning service and 

breakfast, I rush to clean bowls and put out food. I inspect and treat sick cats, clean 

their surroundings, assisted by Sister Fatiniya, who is my 'Second-in-

Command'.  Cats have their own community and it's difficult for strangers to fit into 

this, so a great deal of organisation is required in order to maintain harmony among 

our cat family. 

 ‘The vets from Kaluga sterilise our cats free of charge but we have to pay for 

the medications. We vaccinate all the cats and treat them for parasites. The treatment 

of one cat can cost more than 1,200 rubles (£15) but if we rescue them then we must 

care properly for them. As Antoine de Saint-Exupery wrote in The Little Prince, 

"You are responsible forever for what you have tamed."  The most difficult 

challenge we face is finding new homes, even for the most attractive of our cats.  

 ‘As is well-known, cats are fastidious and self-willed animals, so some of 

them won't live indoors and we have made special wooden houses for them.  The 

rest live in the nuns' cells. You cannot imagine our convent without cats; they are 

under every bush, around every corner, almost in every cell.’  ֍ 

 

Sister Sergia 
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Donations to help Sister Sergia and the nuns care for the animals at the convent can 

be made to the following bank account: 

 

Russian Society for the Protection of Animals            

Account number: 60456071 

Sort code:  20 - 96 - 55   

IBAN: GB64 BARC 2096 5560 71           

SWIFTBIC: BARCGB22     
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GAMBICATS - CARING FOR CATS AND DOGS IN THE GAMBIA 

 

Frances Miller is the founder and a trustee of Gambicats, a charity which provides 

veterinary treatment to cats and dogs in the Gambia.  CCA’s Phyllis Mary Trust has 

just made them a grant to support their work. Here she explains the charity’s 

formation and current work and the problems facing cats and dogs in the Gambia. 

 

BY FRANCES MILLER 

 

G ambicats was formed in 1998 following several holidays in the Gambia, 

West Africa.  My husband and I had an interest in cat rescue and animal 

welfare and were concerned about the condition of some of the hotel cats and beach 

dogs. The manager of our hotel, and his wife, were great cat lovers, and thought a 

neutering project might work in the tourist area. Anything would be an improvement 

on the removal of the cats during the off season and their dumping in far-off 

locations or worse. 

 The manager of the neighbouring hotel was also willing to be involved so we 

returned home and started to look for funding from various animal welfare groups. 

The hotels offered free accommodation and rooms for a clinic. Eventually we found 

enough support to fund a two-week cat neutering clinic including three staff, 

medicines, instruments, traps and cages etc. There are very few vets in the Gambia 

so it was necessary to bring our own, especially as the local ones would not have 

been able to abandon their own practices for two weeks. 

 The Gambia Vet Council and the Department of Livestock Services gave the 

necessary permissions and we were very fortunate to meet Dodou Bojang who had 

worked with the Department of Livestock 

Services and also in the hotel trade. We 

immediately enrolled his services. 

 In May 1998 we shipped out a large 

number of boxes of traps, cages, veterinary 

supplies, pressure cooker for sterilising 

instruments etc. Monarch Airlines gave us free 

luggage allowance and the first clinic was 

launched. Some 23 cats were trapped, neutered 

and returned to site over four days.  Each cat had 

the left ear tipped to identify it as a neutered cat, 

and was given flea and worm treatment. Contacts 

were made with local vets and government 

officials and the equipment was left with Dodou 

in anticipation of more clinics. 

  

Dodou 
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 Gambicats' first 

clinic was so successful 

that we were given a 

three-year grant from 

SPANA and employed 

Dodou as a full-time 

member of staff. 

Gambicats was 

registered as a charity in 

the UK and the Gambia. 

We struggled for 

support from other 

charities and received 

funds later from WSPA 

for a car.  Our main 

financial support comes from tourists who return to the country often.  

 Dodou took on two assistants and works full-time trapping, taking cats to the 

vet and returning to site.  Local vet Dr Ousman Ceesay became Gambicats' 

Consultant Vet for the cats and dogs brought in by Dodou and the team. He has 

given much-valued support and guidance over the years. 

 

The hard work continues 

Gambicats soon became well-known among hotels, veterinary workers, the 

Government departments and tourists. A newsletter was circulated to supporters and 

later a website was developed. After the first clinic, a workshop was held to 

exchange information with local vets and assistants about veterinary procedures. 

 Hotels were advised to contact us about their cats and dogs; they were also 

told that euthanasia, if necessary, should be carried out by veterinarians and 

poisoning was not allowed. We gradually started to neuter dogs given the great need 

to look after street and beach dogs. 

 Since 1998 Gambicats has organised 19 two-week neutering clinics thanks to 

the generosity of vets and vet nurses who have volunteered their services.  Locations 

have varied from hotel rooms, Banjul port, government clinics at Abuko and 

Brikama, a beach bar, and local compounds.  We concentrate on dogs at these clinics 

and usually neuter around 90 at each clinic, together with around 10 to 20 cats. 

 The dogs are also given anti-rabies vaccinations, flea and worm treatment, 

and are microchipped. Microchip readers are left with appropriate local contacts to 

monitor the dogs together with one for Dodou and one for Dr Ceesay. 
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Up country clinics 

In 2015 we held our first clinic up country at Farafenni with two vets and one nurse. 

This was the first time we had worked away from the coastal tourist areas. It was 

very successful thanks to a lot of preparation from Dodou, finding somewhere  

suitable to hold the clinic and accommodation. Electricity can be a problem in the 

Gambia as we need some supplies to be kept cool while the instruments need 

sterilising.  Sometimes we have to hire a generator.   All our supplies had to be taken 

up in a lorry and we all had to cross the River Gambia by ferry. 

 The next clinic was also held away from the tourist areas at Gunjur, a large 

village in the south of the country. This was also successful with local radio giving 

us good opportunities to publicise the clinic. 

 After each clinic we donate some of our veterinary supplies to local vets and 

keep supplies ready for the next one. Apart from the medicines, we keep cages and 

traps, veterinary instruments, consumables such as gloves and drapes, microchips, 

sterilizer etc. An inventory is updated after each clinic. Dodou also keeps contact 

with local veterinary advisors to monitor the health of the dogs and cats as far as 

possible. 

 During the year Dodou, together with Alajie and Modu, respond to calls from 

hotels, tourists, restaurants etc. concerning unneutered or sick cats and dogs. These 

are caught, taken to the vet and returned to site, sometimes after a night in Dodou's 

compound. 

 Dodou also liaises with  Government departments such as Livestock 

Services, and the Gambia Tourism Association.  He tries to encourage more hotels 

to build cat cafes where tourists can feed the cats and where unneutered or sick ones  
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are spotted and trapped. He 

works hard to try and persuade 

hotels that the best policy is to 

keep a healthy neutered colony 

of cats around the hotels and 

that we do not remove animals. 

 During the low/rainy 

season Gambicats feed some of 

the colonies at many of the 

closed hotels, craft markets, 

restaurants etc. This was not 

part of our plan at the 

beginning but healthy neutered 

cats can't be left to starve. Since the Ebola outbreak tourist numbers are down, 

despite no cases ever being recorded there.  This means even less food for the cats. 

 

Thanks and Appeal 

We owe an enormous debt of gratitude to many supporters especially Rob and  

Yvonne Schell who have run several of the clinics, and Julie at Luigi's Apartments 

who has given free accommodation and support for many years; the luxury of being 

able to relax at Luigi's after a long day at the clinic has kept our spirits high! 

 Gambicats relies on public donations to carry on its work. We can also use 

second-hand mobile phones and dog leads & collars. If vets are interested in helping 

please contact us regarding flea and worm treatments, wound cream, eye ointment, 

spare neutering instruments, drapes, sutures etc.  

 

Charity  no: 1074870             

Website: www.gambicats.org.uk 
 

Contacts:  

In the UK:  

Mrs Frances Miller,  

Parc Llwyd,  

Aberporth,  

Cardigan  

SA43 2DU.   

Tel: 01239 810595.  

Email: gambicats@aol.com  
 

In The Gambia:   

Dodou Bojang  Tel: 00 220 9900756 

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/Barbara/Barbara/Catholic%20Concern%20for%20Animals/Ark/2017/Spring%202017%20-%20235/Unused%20Contributions/www.gambicats.org.uk
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PEGASUS DONKEY RESCUE 

 

Diana Bornstein lives on the Sea of Galilee, fulfilling her passion for animals by 

using her writing skills on their behalf.  She volunteers for Pegasus, an organisation 

which rescues donkeys in Israel.    

 

BY DIANA BORNSTEIN 

 

A round seven to eight years ago, some Israeli soldiers serving on the Israeli/

Jordanian border, spotted an injured donkey in a mine field which was 

located on a stretch of land between Jordan and Israel, and which belongs to neither 

country.  Israeli military officials were contacted and a team of officials arrived at the 

location and set up a ‘war room’ where a safe rescue strategy could be arranged for 

the donkey, while avoiding any mine explosions. Zvika was called to participate, 

since he was a professional rescuer. While the military officials had their mine field 

maps spread out on a table and were figuring out strategies for the operation, Zvika 

strolled over to the fence with a piece of bread in his hand. Peering through the fence, 

Zvika began talking softly to the donkey (who was later named Jordan) and, low and 

behold, Jordan began walking 

towards Zvika right up to the 

border fence. One has to chuckle 

in retrospect as, in the end, only 

wire cutters and a piece of bread 

were needed for Jordan's rescue. 

Jordan now resides at Pegasus. 

His injured leg (possibly due to 

a mine explosion), had to be 

amputated, and Jordan shows 

other three legged donkeys at 

Pegasus that life can be great, 

even with physical challenges. 

 

Eldad 

Eldad is a donkey who was rescued in the desert.  His legs had been tied together 

with wire, and the wire had cut his legs to the bone.  A veterinarian had to remove 

the embedded section of wire after he arrived to the sanctuary. On the day of his 

rescue, only the middle section of the wire was cut to enable him to walk, but in his 

mind, his legs were still wired together. It was so sweet to see him finally use his legs 

in separate strokes when he was led to safety. See his touching rescue story 

at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pRh4MAZu10 
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Tanya 

In the early rescue days, Zvika's mother had begun showing signs of dementia. 

Zvika brought her to live with him on the farm. Her conditioned worsened and she 

was diagnosed with Alzheimers. It became very difficult for him to care for her, so 

he sought the help of a professional caregiver. Meanwhile, Tanya had come to Israel 

from Moldova, for the purpose of working as a caregiver. Tanya had a tender heart 

and a deep love for animals and nature. Her hopes were to find work in a location 

that was more of a nature environment. You can imagine her delight upon arriving to 

the interview, and being greeted by all kinds of animals. Her wish came true and she 

became a faithful caregiver to Zvika's mother. Zvika took note of how patient and 

kind Tanya was. She cared for his mother until her death. Afterwards, Tanya began 

caring for the animals. She had learned a lot by observing the visiting veterinarians.  

 Not only had Tanya's wish come true when she received that work 

assignment, but she and Zvika fell in love, fulfilling both their wishes.  Their story is 

a modern fairy tale romance, always filled with new adventures and lots of love. 

They live together with their darling children, and lots and lots of animals. ֍ 

 

 

To support the work of Pegasus: 

 

Donate by Paypal at:    

http://www.eng.pegasus-israel.org/

Donations.html 

 

Or donate by UK cheques made out 

to Pegasus Donkey Rescue  

and mailed to:  

1 Tyne Walk,  

Bembridge,  

Isle of Wight,   

PO35 5XY. UK. 

 

Tel: 01983 874715 

 

https://www.facebook.com/

Pegasusfoundation/?fref=ts 

Eldad 
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HELP THE STREET ANIMALS OF MOROCCO (HSAM) 

 

Claire Sedgwick is a Registered Veterinary Nurse and has worked with rescued 

animals for over 20 years. In 2007 she founded Help the Street Animals of Morocco 

(HSAM) with her partner Rob.  HSAM travels to Essaouira, Morocco twice a year to 

sterilise and give vital treatment to the street animals that live there.  HSAM 

celebrates 10 years of continuing success in 2017. 

 

BY CLAIRE SEDGWICK RVN 

 

N ow entering its tenth year of helping the street animals 

of Essaouira, Morocco, HSAM continues to improve 

and develop.  In late 2006, my par tner  Rob White and I 

holidayed in Essaouira. Whilst there, we found ourselves treating 

and helping a group of young kittens. As some of the kittens 

needed further attention, we sought the help of local veterinary 

surgeon Adnan El Aji.  Dr Adnan shared our concerns about the 

health and wellbeing of street animals in the area and the lack of 

care available to them. From that moment on, HSAM was born. We returned in 

September 2007 with a team of volunteers to carry out the first sterilisation and 

treatment programme of its kind in the area.   

 

A Modern Approach 

Since those early beginnings, HSAM now carries out twice yearly trips to the area 

with the focus of managing the street animal population.  We never wanted to create 

a situation where animals would spend long spells in cages/kennels with no 

guarantee of a forever home.  Instead, we adopted a modern approach which sees 

healthy animals returned back to the community once sterilised and treated.    

     

Volunteers 

HSAM volunteers take on many roles.  The early morning sees us collecting cats for 

surgery. Veterinary professionals set up surgery for first arrivals of the day and 

treatment teams seek out animals in need, treat them for parasites and other ailments 

and log their description and location to return for further treatment. Animals are 

then released back throughout the day to the streets where they were collected.  In 

addition to this, the volunteers hold educational events to promote Rabies awareness, 

animal health and the value of HSAM’s work.   

 

Educational Work 

The role of education as part of HSAM’s work cannot be understated.  It has always 

been our protocol to work closely with the local community.  It is hugely important  
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that we foster a good relationship with the people that the animals live amongst.  

Education and understanding can create a sustainable population that benefits all.  

Over these 10 years there has been a marked change in the health of the animals - 

many local people have remarked on this and now support us in our work.   

 To this day, HSAM remains a charity that is run purely by people that 

generously offer their expertise at their own time and expense.  It is the dedication of 

these wonderful individuals that make HSAM the resounding success that it is today.    

HSAM has helped hundreds of animals over the past decade.   

 

Laika – A Success Story! 

Laika is one of the dogs that we sterilised, treated and Rabies vaccinated in 2014.   

When we first found her, she was very underweight and was bald as a result of 

Mange (a skin mite that causes irritation and loss of fur).  Wary of the volunteers, 

Claire spent hours trying to tempt her with treats but with no success!  Thankfully, 

help was at hand; one of the local car park attendants who looked out for her and 

knew her well managed to slip a lead around her neck, so that we could give her the 

treatment she so deserved. Laika is now fully recovered and loved by many local 

people!  ֍ 

 

If you would like to support HSAM, please contact them at: 

10 St Lukes Terrace, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 9ZE, England. 

Phone: ++ 44(0)1273 241802  

www.hsam.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number 1162627 
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Above: Clare and Sarah Dunning   

Below: Earthling Ed 
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THE BIG ANIMAL RIGHTS MARCH  

 

Sarah is a new CCA trustee, having been its ASWA observer for many years.  She is 

an active campaigner for animals. 
 

BY SARAH DUNNING 

 

O n 29th October 2016 we assembled at the Achilles statue near Hyde Park 

Corner for the Big Animal Rights March, organised by London vegan 

activist group, Surge. It was good to see the crowd growing and growing, with many 

campaigners dressed colourfully and creatively for the occasion, and an explosion of 

creative and inspiring banners. 

 The march headed off towards Parliament Square, walking noisily along 

Piccadilly, weaving through the centre of London to Whitehall and finally arriving at 

our destination. Here we assembled for rallying speeches. Among the speakers was 

veteran animal rights activist, John Curtin, and relative newcomer and founder of the 

Surge group, Earthling Ed. Ed gave an impassioned and eloquent speech, calling on 

all vegans to unite and become activists to promote peacefully the all-important 

message of non-violence, kindness and compassion to all animals, and to campaign 

actively against all animal exploitation and abuse. This young man is a Godsend to the 

Animal Movement, which I had felt was flagging of late with the same (ageing) 

campaigners turning up at demos etc, and a distinctive lack of new young blood. 

 How different it was at this march! There were so many young people of all 

ethnicities sincerely and enthusiastically involved. And, unlike a few decades before, 

these young people were all promoting veganism - no longer by the vegetarian 

‘stepping stone’. 

 The march itself was friendly and orderly (no ‘lunatic fringe’, no balaclavas). 

People had travelled from all over the UK to take part - and some from further afield: I 

spotted a group from Portugal. The Big March was huge - I heard in excess of 2,000 

people, though I didn’t find official figures. Traffic and pedestrians were halted to 

allow us to pass by; we certainly couldn’t be missed with our bright colours and noise! 

Many leaflets were handed out and we had encouraging words, sounds and gestures 

from onlookers. Some police attended the march, but really they, too, were onlookers 

because of everyone’s well-focused and positive demeanour. 

 We marchers found the event an empowering experience: so many like-minded 

people were out to raise the awareness of others to some really major issues. 

 On the down side, when I returned home and scanned the media I found no 

mention at all anywhere of the march - as if it hadn’t happened! It is a sad fact that 

animal activists only get into mainstream media if there is disorder and unsociable 

behaviour - that sells papers. Sadly, promoting the concept of kindness to all creatures 

does not.  But now there is social media…..   ֍ 
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CATHOLIC CONCERN FOR ANIMALS WARMLY WELCOMES: 
 
 

New Life Members:  

Mrs M Prentice of Swaffham, Norfolk 

Martin Clynes of Clontarf, Dublin 
 

 

New Annual Members: 

Thomas Bonneville of London  

Rosemarie Richardson of Stonehouse, Gloucestershire 

Emma Green of Sheffield, South Yorkshire 

CCA AGM 2016 

C CA held its 2016 AGM on Saturday 12th November at St Joseph’s Hall, 

The Oratory, Brompton Road, London with guest speaker  Carmody 

Grey.   Carmody’s message was that the Christian mission was about the salvation 

of the world, rather than the salvation of souls. 

 The officers were re-elected as follows:  Chair - Ms Judy Gibbons, Vice 

Chair - Dr Deborah Jones, Treasurer - Mr Patrick Chalk, Membership Secretary - 

Mrs Frances Chalk, Retreats Secretary - Mrs Irene Casey.  The returning trustees 

were Ms Wanda Oberman, Dr Clara Manchini and Mrs Ann Moody.  Ms Sheila 

Thomas was warmly welcomed to the board  as a new trustee. 

 It was with great sorrow that the chair announced the death of trustee Mrs 

Margaret Harrington during the year.  Margaret had committed many years of her 

life to animal welfare and CCA and she will be deeply missed.  Please see her 

obituary on page  73. 

Left to right: Chr is Fegan, 

Carmody Grey,  Judy Gibbons,  

Patrick Chalk. 
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ARK CROSSWORD - NUMBER 41 

 

Solution to Last Crossword No. 40 

Across: 1 Accord, 4 Shaken up, 10 Immoral, 11 Annuals, 12 Thaw, 13 Bad weather , 15 Scales, 
16 Unction, 20 Inwards, 21 Tulips, 24 Outfielder, 26 Into, 28 Compass, 29 Chicken, 30 Suspends,  
31 Beanos.  
 

Down: 1 Acid test, 2 Come again, 3 Rare, 5 Headwind, 6 King Arthur , 7 Neath, 8 Pastry,  
9 Elgar, 14 Desalinate, 17 Onionskin, 18 Idolised, 19 Astounds, 22 Voices, 23 Peach, 25 Times,  
27 Mine. 

 

Across 

 8 Many thousands of different days? No 
just about 30! (1,5,2,7) 

 9 Status Quo perform at Isis (2,2,2) 

10 Call her for prayer (4,4) 

11 Carry out a hammer for instance (9) 

13 High Priests in Tamil Eelam, Asia (5) 

15 Quietly dissects insect to have a good 
look (7) 

17 Forbid test passed by a barrister (3,4) 

19 Detection system that works both ways 
(5) 

20 Where singles like to be! (3,6) 

23 Cute Toad performed in Regent's Park 
(5,3) 

24 Earlier than brew of beer (6) 

25 Sadly it got earthbound in Scottish 
event (9,6) 

 

Down 

1 It has lots of slots! (9,6) 

2 Last in gets set up for use. (6) 

3 Hence most of the States (4) 

4 Remove glove casually (7) 

5 Greek character rose and hid around close (5) 

6 A sad male served up water (5,3) 

7 Without any plan, early bird ran riot all over the 
place, losing one eye by the sound of it. 
(2,5,3,5) 

12 Came round for symbol of authority (4) 

14 Intent on being here (4) 

16 Unsettle me at the start (5,3) 

18 Old French wine - great blend? Nearly (7) 

21 Prove to be wrong and reformulates, without 
morals (6) 

22 Latest European Union government only 
partially returned. (5) 

24 Eat into snack (4) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17

18

19 20 21

22

23 24

25
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ANIMAL BLESSING SERVICE - ST MARTIN’S, KENSAL GREEN 

 

BY JAMES HOGAN 

 

T he annual animal blessing and thanksgiving service at St Martin's has 

grown in popularity over the years, attracting increasing number s of 

animal lovers from across London and beyond.  This year saw the largest attendance 

in the event's history, with a variety of animals and their human escorts making their 

way to Kensal Green on a sunny autumn Saturday afternoon. 

 The event's appeal is due, in no small part, to the interest and commitment of 

the vicar of St Martin's, the Rev. Graham Noyce, whose energetic support makes the 

service the success it has become. As always, the animals were well behaved, 

demonstrating exemplary peace and goodwill towards each other. The dogs made up 

the main animal numbers but a laid-back hamster proved to be a big hit with younger 

members of the congregation. An added attraction this year was the appearance of 

Daryl Booth of SARX who gave an interesting talk about the organisation's aims and 

objectives. There was also a photo display about the animal rescue work of an 

Orthodox convent in Russia that is linked with St Martin's where the nuns have 

set up a sanctuary for abandoned and unwanted animals, especially cats, and a 

retiring collection was held at the end of the service to support the convent's animal 

rescue work (see page 48). ֍ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Graham Noyce blesses the 

animals 
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ANIMAL BLESSING SERVICE - ST JOHN VIANNEY CHURCH 

 

BY WANDA OBERMAN 

 

A  rescued hen, a tortoise, a rabbit 

and Tracy the donkey from Island 

Farm Donkey Sanctuary (Brightwell 

cum Sotwell) joined a variety of cats and 

dogs with their owners at the annual 

Animal Blessing Service at St John 

Vianney Church in Wantage on Sunday 9th 

October 2016. 

 Led by the Parish Priest, Canon 

Peter Turbitt, prayers were offered for the 

suffering people and their animals in war 

torn Syria and also for all those suffering 

loss and hardship as a consequence of the 

devastating hurricane in Haiti. 

 Canon Peter said, ‘I am very pleased 

to welcome you all here today and to thank 

the Mayor of Wantage, Councillor Steve 

Trinder and his family for joining us.  We 

are particularly fortunate in having Rev. 

Hedley Feast as our guest 

speaker to remember the 

debt and responsibility we 

have for all the living 

creatures who share our 

world’.   

 The retiring 

collection was made in 

support of the Chilton 

group of the British Hen 

Welfare Trust - who have 

successfully rehomed 7,000 

battery hens at the end of 

their commercial laying 

life.  ֍ 
Parish Priest, Canon Peter Turbitt 

blesses the animals 
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HAVE YOUR SAY - PURPLE POPPIES 

 

Dear Editor, 

  

I hope you will find the following of interest.  My aim is to try and spread the 

word to every Christian Church in the UK before November 2017. 

 The Benefice of St. Andrews Church, Melton, Suffolk and St. Marys Church, 

Ufford, Suffolk included animal victims of human wars and conflicts in their 

morning Remembrance Day Services on Sunday 13 November 2016.  With the 

unanimous support of The Royal British Legion’s (RBL) Woodbridge Branch, a 

purple wreath was laid at the foot of each War Memorial, together with the red 

wreaths.  Purple poppies represent animal war victims.  The RBL regretted it could 

not supply purple poppies or wreaths as they only had red ones but asked we provide 

them ourselves. 

 I had a few purple poppies left over from the days that Animal Aid used them, 

now no longer available, and each of our clergy wore a purple and a red poppy 

pinned to their white surplices. 

 The inclusion of animals in the Services was very sensitively done and in no 

way detracted from the horrors and sadness of human victims.  The Order of Service 

showed a field of red poppies in a green field on the front cover.  The back cover 

showed a large purple poppy with the following words above it: 

 

The purple poppy and wreath honours the innocent sacrifice of nine million horses, 

donkeys and mules in WW1.  Only 60,000 made it back to England where many were 

slaughtered for food.  The Royal British Legion fully support this special recognition. 

  

 Inside The Order of Service under Act of Remembrance it listed the names of 

the fallen followed by ‘Wreaths are laid by members of the community’.  At the 

bottom of the list it simply said ‘A purple wreath’.  I was honoured to be the one who 

laid it.  The following prayer was said during intercessions:   

 

This year we pray especially for those animals, horses, donkeys, mules and dogs 

whose sacrifice, especially in WW1, meant that serving personnel could depend on 

them providing life, movement, fellowship and a light to those in darkness and peril. 

Please help us to treat with compassion the animals entrusted in our protection and 

care, and in caring for them may we find a deeper understanding of your love for all 

creatures. 
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 We traditionally serve refreshments after each Service.  I did a little survey 

amongst The St. Andrews congregation and am delighted to say they were 100 per 

cent in favour with many asking for this to become a regular part of future 

Remembrance Day Services.   The Lay Preacher who led the St. Mary’s Service in 

Ufford told me their response was the same.  Not one of us received a negative 

comment. 

 Please could all those who attend animal friendly churches speak with 

their church clergy to see if they would be willing to follow our example in their 

2017 Remembrance Day Service? I wish 

all Christian Churches would do the 

same.  Unfortunately, unless one is able to 

attend the 3.00 pm Animal Service in 

London the same day, animal war victims 

are not remembered unless they are included 

in The Morning Service. I plan to contact 

many of our local churches in the next few 

months to see if they would follow suit. 

 My father was in The Royal 

Regiment which was cavalry. 

Frances Brown 

Bromeswell, Suffolk. 
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PURPLE POPPY KNITTING PATTERN 

 

As purple poppies are hard to get hold of now, here is a knitting pattern to knit your 

own purple poppy. 

 

For the best finish knit with a double knit (DK) purple or lilac yarn.  The size of the 

needle you choose will determine how big the poppy will be, but we recommend 

3.5mm or 3.75mm (UK9). 

 

Poppy Body 

Cast on 120 stitches 
 

Rows 1-4: knit 
 

Row 5: knit 3 stitches 

together across the row (40 

stitches) 
 

Rows 6-9: knit 
 

Row 10: knit 2 stitches 

together across the row (20 

stitches) 
 

Rows 11-14: knit 
 

Row 15: knit 2 stitches 

together across the row (10 

stitches) 
 

Cut yarn laving a tail of about 

20cm. 

 

Thread tail through yarn needle and slip all the remaining live stitches onto the yarn 

tail and pull tight. Pull around into a circle and then mattress stitch (or use whatever 

stitching you normally use) to seam for an invisible seam.  Sew in ends. 

 

Centre of Poppy 

Using black wool, cast on 16 stitches. Cast off.  Coil into a tight spiral and sew base 

to the centre. Alternatively, use a black or green button with 4 holes and sew on to 

the centre of the poppy. 

 

Add pin 

Wreath created by Joan Leighton 
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 ASWA ANIMALS IN WAR MEMORIAL SERVICE 

M any gathered to remember the animals who lost their lives in war at the 

ASWA memorial service for animals at the Park Lane Animals in War 

Memorial at 3.00pm on Sunday 13th November.  

 The service was led by Rev. Dr Helen Hall and included readings from 

Revelations, War Horse and Glowworms; intercessions by Rev. Professor Martin 

Henig and an address by Pen Farthing of Nowzad Dogs.  After the two minutes 

silence, wreaths were laid for the millions of animals who have lost their lives in 

war.  ֍ 

They had no choice. 
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OBITUARIES 

 

Richard Adams (1920 - 2016) 

 

R ichard Adams, the author of Watership Down 

(1972), Shardik (1974) and Plague Dogs (1977) 

has died aged ninety-six. Some of his 

obituaries, of course, mention little or nothing of his 

forty years’ work for animal rights nor of his seventy 

years’ work for a better environment.  Dying in the 

same week as the New Year’s Honours list was 

published also drew attention to the fact that he had 

received no recognition at all from the state, despite 

representations. So, his final good work was to 

publicise in his death the bias and corruption of the 

present Honours system. While awards go to foxhunting donors to the Conservative 

Party, a great humanitarian author and unpaid charity worker, Richard Adams, 

received nothing. 

 Despite his peppery demeanour and his tweedy pre-war gentleman’s 

wardrobe, Richard was a liberal and a radical ─ a spicy mixture of left and right. His 

concern was with all underdogs, whether human or nonhuman. After all, we are all 

animals. In his books he writes about sensitive creatures who fall victim to the 

arrogance of human farmers and vivisectors from whom they try to escape. These 

books were not allegories, as so many literary critics insisted, but gripping stories of 

nonhumans struggling to survive the cruelties of men. Of course they are 

anthropomorphic, and Richard acknowledged this, but he also insisted that he was 

genuinely concerned about the thoughts and feelings of real animals. He researched 

the science of zoology and concluded, in a very down-to-earth way, that animals have 

a lot more going on inside their heads than many humans, for reasons of self-interest, 

like to admit. 

 I first met Richard in 1977 after he had cited my book Victims of Science 

(1975) as one of the sources for his Plague Dogs. He eagerly agreed to help to 

modernise the then very stuffy RSPCA and, on my proposal, became its President in 

1980. Immediately he fell out with those in the Society who were there either to 

protect foxhunting or to enhance their own social standing. He supported a small 

group of radicals who wanted to see the RSPCA attacking factory farming, cruel 

sports and animal experimentation. Two of the greatest influences on Richard were 

his wartime experiences as a soldier and his time at Oxford University. Subsequently,  
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he criticised cruelties with militaristic 

ferocity and extraordinary erudition. For 

almost every occasion he could find literary 

quotations in support of the moment. For 

much of his life he was intensely irritated by 

the apathy and ignorance of those around 

him and, using quotations as pistol shots, he 

would snap back at those who supported 

injustice or oppression. His was a formidable 

intellect. He was frank about sex, honest 

about his own remarkable talents, and 

unobtrusively kind to those in need. He was 

a great family man and he deeply loved his 

gentle wife and beautiful daughters. 

 Supported by his RSPCA Vice 

Presidents, Douglas (Lord) Houghton and 

Muriel (Lady) Dowding, he sided with the 

modernisers when matters came to a head in 

1982. I was trying to have certain 

irregularities formally investigated and 

Richard took control of the AGM, allowing 

the members to vote against the Society’s financial report. This led to the eventual 

dismissal of several senior figures and to a more dynamic Society in the future. 

 As a civil servant Richard Adams had played an important part in the 

promulgation and enforcement of the Clean Air Act of 1956 as well as the Thames 

barrage. In the 1980s he helped in the successful campaigns against the trapping of 

fur animals and the killing of seal pups. I was responsible for sending Richard to 

Canada to carry out a lecture tour against seal killing on the RSPCA’s behalf. He 

spoke forcefully and eloquently, and was accompanied by the RSPCA’s Publicity 

Director, Mike Seymour-Rouse, who had a military and intelligence background. On 

the flight home they touched down in America and Seymour-Rouse noticed on their 

carousel an unclaimed suitcase with a wire protruding from it. He alerted the airport 

authorities who discovered that it was indeed a bomb which had just failed to explode 

on their aircraft. Unfortunately this incident was hushed up but it illustrates the sort 

of lethal opposition that Richard bravely fought during his many years as a 

campaigner against speciesism.  
By Dr Richard Ryder -  

CCA’s Science Adviser, campaigner and writer, and a past RSPCA Chairman  
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OBITUARIES 

 

Joan Coat (1919 - 2016) 

 

I  offer the following, including some personal 

memories, as a few snapshots of Joan’s life. 

 Joan inspired many demonstrations and protests 

over the years, several of which Khalid and I attended. 

Particularly memorable, as they benefited from 

interfaith involvement, was the march Meditate to 

Liberate in 2004 in Cambridge, co-organised with the 

Buddhist Amida Trust and led by the Dharmavidya, Dr. 

David Brazier, against the plan to open another 

vivisection laboratory, which never came to fruition; in 

Oxford, where a new vivisection lab was later 

established, the touching silent vigil A Witness to 

Suffering took place in 2006, again in concert with the 

Amida Trust; at our meeting afterwards in the Quaker Meeting, refreshments were 

kindly offered by Sikh friends; Joan’s Fast for Felix, also in Oxford, honoured the 

monkey who represented the thousands of his kind sacrificed in laboratories. Once 

again, members of the Amida Trust gave active support. 

 Khalid’s photo shows her leading a protest in Cambridge, with her Christian 

friend the late James Thompson, the Animal Padre. 

 Joan was for many years an active committee member of Quaker Concern for 

Animals, latterly a life member, and QCA supported the Phone Line Joan had set up 

in Cambridge, a means by which members of the public who had urgent problems 

with a suffering animal, or simply a request for information, could get her direct 

attention and help. She was always generous with her time and energy. 

 Deeply concerned about how war devastates all species, Joan invited Bruce 

Kent to speak at our 2003 AGM, after which QCA became an affiliate of his 

Movement for the Abolition of War. 

 Joan was made a crew member of the Sea Shepherd Marine Conservation 

Society, in 2005 joining their expedition to Brazil on a monitoring exercise. 

 In 2008, the RSPCA’s Lord Erskine Award honoured her work for the 

animals. This award, which is presented ‘to an individual or organisation not 

necessarily directly associated with the RSPCA’ commemorates animal welfare  

 

(Continued on page 73)  
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OBITUARIES 

 

Margaret Harrington 

 

M argaret was a trustee with CCA for over 20 years. 

She travelled to our meetings from her home in 

Hampshire which she shared with her husband Roy 

[RIP] and various dogs and other animals. Margaret was a 

valued member of the board particularly for her considered 

views and, at times, her challenging comments. We will miss 

her as a contributor to our trustee meetings and, when she 

was able to join us, at our retreats. 

 Margaret was a gentle person with a strong resolve for 

the rights and care of animals and, like all our members, did what she could for 

animals in her own way. At her Titchfield home in Hampshire she had a smallholding 

and would often come to meetings and the AGM with apples and vegetables to share 

out amongst members. She was greatly inspired by her deep spirituality, nurtured in 

her later years by the meditation group which she joined at Park Place, enjoying the 

company of the Franciscan sisters from India. Please pray for Margaret who did all 

she could to give many animals a better life. 

By Judy Gibbons, CCA Chair 

 

 

(Continued from page 72) 

 

pioneer Lord Erskine of Restormel, who, in 1809, successfully introduced a Bill to 

Parliament ‘to prevent malicious and wanton cruelty to animals’. 

 Joan said: ‘I was surprised to get this award from the “Establishment”, but 

happy to have the opportunity to make a short speech in which I focused on the need 

for the RSPCA and Animal Rights movements to learn about each other’s activities; 

at present both are astonishingly unaware of the great work done by both and we need 

each other.’ 

 Joan had a long and productive life and she will be remembered with 

admiration and affection as a significant figure in the animal rights movement, 

innovative, indomitable and tenacious. 

By Marian Hussenbux 
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OBITUARIES 

 

Fr Michael Campbell  

 

Fr Michael Campbell of Middleton, County Cork, Ireland was a member  of 

CCA who wrote to The Ark in 2015 and submitted this prayer which we published 

then and re-publish now in memory of him. 

 

Prayer for Animals 
 

Then God said to Noah, ‘Behold! I establish my 

covenant with you and your descendants after you, 

with every living creature that is with you and with 

the birds, the cattle and every beast of the earth with 

you, as many as came out of the Ark’ – Genesis 9. 

 Eternal father, at the very dawn of human 

history you have given, through Noah, your 

protecting covenant to all animals, as well as to us. 

We intercede, therefore for our friends the animals 

and their welfare.  

 Inspired by the gospel message of mercy, 

given to us by your divine son, may all of us use our 

unique gifts of reason to protect these less privileged 

creatures which share this planet with us. 

 We ask this through Christ out lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

CCA Members 

 

Mrs Doreen Grisbrooke of Swindon, Wiltshire. 

 

Mr Terry Baily-Pullen of Grange-Over-Sands, Cumbria. 

 

Mrs P.A. White of Cannington, Somer set. 



   THE ARK                                                                                                           SPRING 2017 

75 

 

DIARY DATES 

 

 

Regular Events 

Every Wednesday: Prayer link-up at 9.30pm. Wherever  you are. Irene Casey has a prayer 

suggestion sheet: Tel. 01925 657890. 
 

Every first Saturday of the month: Prayers for Animals at 12.15pm. Gloucester Cathedral, 

Check with Rev. Helen Hall on 07919 538077. 

 

 

March 2017 

Sarx’s Creature Conference - Saturday 18th March at the Oasis auditorium, Waterloo.  See 

www.sarx.org.uk for full details. 

 

The Community of Creation: Expanding the Circle of Compassion - Friday 24th – Sunday 

26th March at the Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre, Birmingham.  Further details at 

www.woodbrook.org.uk/courses 

 

 

September 2017 

CCA’s Ecumenical Animal Welfare Retreat at Holland House. Monday 4th - Wednesday 6th 

September.  See Page 76 for details. 

 
 

 

Events are kept up to date on our website at www.catholic-animals.com/events 

 

 

Donate Online  
to Catholic Concern for Animals with 

 

CHARITY CHOICE 

  

If you would like to pay for membership or make an online donation to Catholic 

Concern for Animals by debit or credit card, with the option of adding gift aid, please 

go to: 

www.charitychoice.co.uk/catholic-concern-for-animals-1068 

Or go to the link on CCA’s website at www.catholic-animals.com 

Thank you for your kind support! 
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