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CHAIR’S WELCOME 
  

I joined Catholic Concern for Animals (CCA) over 30 

years ago as I felt that the Catholic Church, that we all 

love, missed out on the important and unique place of 

animals in God’s creation.  Virtues such as love, respect, 

standing up for what is right, gentleness and care are 

basic Christian values, not just for people, but for all 

God’s creation - and as occasions of grace, make people 

what they are. 

 The objective of CCA is, in simple terms, by 

education - to make people aware of the true place of animals within our created 

world in the context of the Catholic Church. We do not campaign or protest – if we 

want to do that there are plenty of other organisations which we can join.  No, CCA 

is to be a creditable and informed source of information within the Catholic Church.  

 My background is in social care and organisational management and very 

obviously, I am not a priest, nor a scientist or a theologian.  Therefore, we are 

entering into a new collaborative way of working.  I welcome this significant move.  

Dr Deborah Jones will be our Theological Advisor, Dr Richard Ryder our Scientific 

Advisor and we are currently seeking a priest to whom we can go – if necessary.  We 

will continue to work closely with the Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals 

(ASWA) and other faith groups. It is essential to have all these links so that we can 

be a well-informed organisation.   

 Last year was a transitional year.  We are building on the impressive and 

inspiring work that Dr Deborah Jones has done in the last 20 years.  She did her job 

so well we needed two people to take it on when she retired.  

 For next year we aim to give information on and highlight the cruelty of 

blood sports, in this country and in Catholic countries (bull fighting, Pamplona bulls 

etc). We will only do this, as I have said, by education. These acts of cruelty  are 

often linked to the liturgical calendar.  For a worldwide example - we are now 

coming up to Christmas – which has become one of the biggest blood baths of 

animals to celebrate the birth of Jesus the Son of God.  As I write, there are 

thousands of ducks being put down due to disease – the question I would ask is why 

are they not kept in conditions according to their nature instead of conditions where 

they have never seen a pond? What is the moral justification for these rearing 

methods? We need to speak for the animals. 

 Finally, I would ask you to pray for Mgr Jeffrey Scott, a former Chairman, 

and Dr Angela Curran, a former Trustee, both of whom died during this year.  They 

worked tirelessly for CCA – may they rest in peace.   

 I would like to thank all the Trustee Board and our General Secretary, Chris 

Fegan, together with Barbara Gardner as our new Editor of The Ark for their  
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commitment, willingness to find solutions rather than to dwell on problems and 

hard work over the time that I have been Acting Chair.  We go forward to 2015 

with a team of good and talented people all sharing the one belief that animals, our 

fellow creatures, must be on the agenda of the Catholic Church. 

Judy Gibbons 
 

EDITORIAL 
 

Happy New Year! 

The number of new and innovative ways that some humans come up 

with for plundering the Creation over which they have been given 

stewardship, and for subjecting some of its members to abject misery, 

never ceases to amaze.  There is now speculation about the possibility 

of travelling to Mars, with the intention of subduing another planet for 

our use, after we have exploited our home planet - the only one with an 

environment that we have evolved to live in. 

Let us gives thanks, therefore, for those wonderful and inspiring individuals 

who stand up for the earth and for all its creatures!  Some of these people are 

featured in this edition of The Ark and I hope that their inspirational work will give 

you hope and comfort amongst the doom and gloom. For example, we present the 

speech given by Bishop Marcelo Sánchez Sorondo at CAFOD’s One Climate, One 

World Summit, and an exclusive report on climate change by Father Augusto 

Zampini Davies, CAFOD’s theological adviser. We interview Joyce D’Silva, 

former Chief Executive of, and now Ambassador for, Compassion In World 

Farming, whose work has helped to improve the lives of billions of farm animals 

across the globe.  We also present an exclusive report from Mark Glover, Director 

of Respect for Animals, whose campaigning virtually ended fur farming in the UK, 

about the huge and largely unknown environmental damage caused by the global 

fur industry. Mark McCormick of the League Against Cruel Sports provides an 

update on Malta’s birds, which he reported on in the last edition of The Ark.   

We were very privileged to welcome Pen Farthing from Nowzad Dogs to 

our AGM in November 2014 to talk to us about his incredible work in Afghanistan, 

reuniting dogs with the soldiers they had befriended and setting up a rescue centre 

for dogs and other animals in the region. We report on his amazing work. 

Let us pray that the seeds sown by these inspiring individuals, and so many 

others, flourish in 2015 and beyond and that we leave a better world for future 

generations of all species.        

 Barbara Gardner 

The Editor invites members to send material for possible inclusion in The Ark (preferably by 

email), but she reserves the right to select.  Next Deadline: 1st March (for May issue). 

Publication in The Ark does not imply that the material necessarily reflects the policies and 

views of the committee and membership of Catholic Concern for Animals. 
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NEWS FROM THE GENERAL SECRETARY 

 

BY CHRIS FEGAN 

 

AGM Report 

The 2014 AGM of CCA was held on November 3rd at 

Brompton Oratory and was very well attended by members 

from around the UK. The AGM was my first as General 

Secretary and we had a very full Agenda for members to 

discuss the previous activities of the last 12 months and also to 

plan for the future. 

 We were very lucky to have Pen Farthing from 

NOWZAD as a guest speaker and an article on the work of 

NOWZAD appears on pages 47 and 48 of this edition of The 

ARK.  Pen’s presentation was very inspiring and all members were delighted with 

the opportunity to hear directly from Pen on the work he has been doing in 

Afghanistan and the chance to ask him questions afterward. 

 The AGM itself was a very important affair, as we took many important 

decisions which included electing new patrons and trustees, including a new Chair 

and Deputy Chair of the Committee of Trustees. I am delighted that we now have 

Patrons which include serving Catholic MP’s from all the three main Political 

Parties, which will help, in our key role of education and also that Bruce Kent has  

joined the Patrons too.  I am also delighted that Judy Gibbons has been elected 

Chair of CCA and I think she is the first woman to hold that post in our history and 

is a historic moment for the Charity 

 We also made changes to the CCA Constitution to make the running of the 

Charity more efficient and also crucially changed the costs of membership to bring 

us more into line with similar organisations. Our membership fees had not been 

increased for many years and were in need of review to ensure the healthy financial 

position of the Charity going forward and we will be having a major new 

membership and recruitment drive, as part of our activities on 2015. It was 

important that our membership fees were reviewed ahead of this major campaign. 

The Charity’s finances are in a healthy position, as the accounts submitted to the 

AGM clearly showed, but we must keep them that way and membership income 

will always be an important issue for CCA. 

 

IPCC Update 

I launched a debate in the last edition of The Ark with regard to the continuing 

work by the IPCC on Climate Change and promised that we would continue this 

debate within and without the Church, up to and including the big International 

Summit on the subject which is due to be held in Paris in December 2015. 
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I am delighted that we have contributions form CAFOD in this Ark and would 

once again encourage CCA members and supporters to write to The Ark with their 

views for publication in a special letters section. 
 

Towards Advent 

CCA had a stall at the annual Towards Advent celebration which was held at 

Westminster Cathedral Hall on Saturday 22nd November and our stall was a great 

success.  We met many people who were very interested in the work of CCA and 

we signed up at least one new member, there and then, and other people took away 

copies of The Ark and said that they were very interested in joining in the near 

future. Our new Christmas Cards were very, very popular and sold like ‘hot cakes’ 

and I was delighted at how many people said how lovely they were. 
 

Animal Cruelty and Alleged Church Involvement 

The Catholic Church is often accused, sometimes fairly and sometimes unfairly, of 

supporting, either proactively or passively, acts of organized animal cruelty and we 

have a couple of example elsewhere in this Ark. One of the most frequently cited 

examples is the long tradition of Church support and the active involvement of 

local clergy in bullfighting, mostly in Spain. We will be tackling these issues head 

on in 2015 and shall be taking our case against such practices directly to the 

representatives of the Church where these incidents occur. 
 

Social Media and Website Renewal 

We have been looking at our social media and web presence and, by the time you 

are reading this, I am hoping that we will have an enhanced global reach with a 

new website which was due to be launched on 1st January 2015.  This will be 

supported by improved Twitter and Facebook accounts.  I am optimistic that with 

the continued excellence of The Ark and also an improved web offer, we will be 

able to attract more members and supporters in the months and years ahead. 
  

Stop Press: Possible Vatican Visit 

We have received fantastic news that it may be possible to have a meeting at the 

Vatican to discuss the work of CCA in details with senior members of the Pope’s 

advisory team who are helping him with his forthcoming Encyclical on the 

Environment.  The meeting will be to discuss the inclusion of animal welfare 

matters in the encyclical and to generally talk about the work and role of CCA with 

senior members of the Church in Rome and has been agreed in principle. I am still 

awaiting the confirmation of a firm date for the meeting but will hopefully be in 

apposition to update readers in the next edition of The Ark. I will also take the 

opportunity to discuss some of the matters raised in regard to the Church’s 

involvement in some of the issues raised in my earlier notes above, especially on 

the issue of bullfighting and organised animal cruelty generally. 
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PAUL VI’S PROPHECY:  

FOR A ‘CIVILISATION OF LOVE’  

OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL INCLUSION 
 

 

As part of The Catholic Agency for Overseas Development’s (CAFOD) One 

Climate, One World campaign, a Summit was held on 7th November 2014, where 

Argentinian Bishop, Marcello Sánchez Sorondo, Chancellor of the Pontifical 

Academy of Sciences, delivered the following speech. 
 

 

BY BISHOP MARCELO SÁNCHEZ SORONDO 
 

I 
N HIS LAST MESSAGE TO THE ACADEMY, which we consider his spiritual 

testament for scientists, Blessed Pope Paul VI expressed some really 

important concepts on the scientist’s vocation. Papa Montini, of course, is the 

Pope of the Encyclical Populorum progressio, where he states that, ‘development 

is the new name for peace’ (26 III 1967).  Almost as a 

further interpretation of the meaning of development, 

Paul VI told the Pontifical Academy on 19th April 

1975 that ‘two attitudes … it seems to us, should 

characterise the scientist, and especially the scientist 

who is a Christian. On the one hand, he must honestly 

consider the question of the earthly future of mankind 

and, as a responsible person, help to prepare it, 

preserve it, and eliminate risks; we think that this 

solidarity with future generations is a form of charity 

to which a great many men are sensitive today, in the 

framework of ecology. But at the same time, the 

scientist must be animated by the confidence that 

nature has in store secret possibilities which it is up 

to intelligence to discover and make use of, in order to reach the development 

which is in the Creator’s plan. This hope in the Author of nature and of the human 

spirit, rightly understood, is capable of giving new and serene energy to the 

researcher who is a believer’. 

These enlightening words contain a programme for scientists, political 

and economic leaders and all people of good will who believe in the truths of 

science. In essence, he said that respecting nature means preserving it, but 

preserving it also means developing it according to its real potentialities that the 

scientist must discover. Therefore the scientist, and especially the Christian 

scientist, must examine the future of humanity and of earth and, as a free and 

responsible being, must contribute to preparing and preserving it and to eliminate 

the risks both of the natural and of the human environment.  However, at the same  

——————————-

Humanity urgently 

needs to revise its 

relationship with nature, 

adopting the 

Development Goals in 

order to promote a 

sustainable model of 

economic development 

and social inclusion.  

——————————— 
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time, the scientist must be moved by the trust that nature hides, in its evolutionary 

mechanisms, potentialities that intelligence and freedom must discover and 

implement to achieve the development that is part of the Creator’s design. In this 

sense, although limited, man’s action participates in God’s power and is capable of 

building a world suited to his double bodily and spiritual life: a human world, not 

one for a group of a class of privileged people. This hope and trust in God, Author 

of nature, and in the capability of the human spirit, are capable of giving the 

researcher new energy and profound serenity. Of course original sin is always 

lurking and current sins and human errors can cause man to disobey the invitation 

to collaborate as vicars of God on earth and harm the natural and human 

environment. 

Today solid scientific evidence exists that the global climate is changing 

and that human activity, based on the use of fossil materials, contributes decisively 

to this trend. Coupled with an economy based on profit and on the games finance 

plays in order to profit from money itself, without a clear orientation to the 

production of goods, this leads to social exclusion and the new forms of slavery 

such as forced labour, prostitution, organ trafficking, and the use of drugs as a 

method of corruption. Therefore, a programme in the light of the Populorum 

progressio and Pope Montini’s further interpretations must include climate 

stabilization, the sustainable development of the natural environment and social 

inclusion focused on the centrality of the human being and the common good. 
 

The Global Situation: The Anthropocene Era 

Humanity has crossed the threshold of a new era.  Our technological skills have 

led man to a crossroads. We are the heirs of two centuries of considerable 

technological advancements: steam power, railroads, telegraphy, electrification, 

automotive transport, aviation, industrial chemistry, computing and now the digital 

revolution, biotechnologies, nanotechnologies and robotics. These advances have 

reshaped the world economy into one that is increasingly urban and globally 

connected, but also more and more unequal. 

However, just as humanity confronted ‘revolutionary change’ (Rerum 

Novarum) in the 19th century at the time of industrialization, today we have 

changed the natural environment so much that scientists, using a word coined by 

our Academy, tend to define our era as the Anthropocene, that is to say, a period 

of time in which human action is having a decisive impact on the planet due to the 

use of fossil fuels. If current trends continue, this century will witness 

unprecedented climate change and the destruction of the ecosystem, with tragic 

consequences for us all. 

Human action that doesn’t respect nature has a boomerang effect on 

human beings, creating inequality and increasing what Pope Francis has defined 

as ‘globalisation of indifference’ and ‘economics of exclusion’ (Evangelii  
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Gaudium), which endanger solidarity and present and future generations.  Let us 

limit ourselves to some obvious and grave signs by quoting Paul VI’s words: 

‘organised crime, premeditated for the extortion of often fabulous amounts of 

money, by threatening the death of innocent people: isn’t this an epidemic of evil, 

avid and cruel, that betrays a dearth of noble and moral principles, that has caused 

the conscience of many children of our time to fearsomely collapse?  And what can 

we say about the propaganda in favour of the liberalisation or legalisation of 

procured abortion, with no maternal hearts rising in defence of their nascent 

creatures and of their vocation at the service of life? And should we not have at 

least feelings of pity and hope for entire populations, who are still languishing in 

hunger and misery? And should we not feel at least a shudder of outrage and fear 

for armaments, which extend their lucrative markets 

throughout the nations, and for the tremendous 

episodes of civil wars, which are possibly the fatal 

precursors of other conflagrations of which the radio 

stations and the newspapers of the world speak. 

Should we not have at least an expert appeal to 

prevent today, at their roots the wars that tomorrow, 

with incalculable fury, could once again bloody the 

face of the earth?’ (Paul VI, General Audience, 31 

December 1975). 

 Advances in measured productivity in all 

sectors – agriculture, industry and services – enable us 

to imagine an end to poverty, shared prosperity, and a 

further increase in life expectancy. However, unjust 

social structures (Evangelii Gaudium) have become an obstacle to the appropriate 

and sustainable organisation of production and to the equitable distribution of its 

fruits, which are both necessary to achieve those objectives. The relationship 

between humankind and nature is filled with the unintended consequences of the 

actions of each of us at the expense of present and future generations. Socio-

environmental processes are not self-correcting. Market forces alone, with no 

ethics and collective action, cannot solve the interrelated crises of poverty, 

exclusion and the environment. However, the failure of the market has gone hand 

in hand with that of the institutions, which have not always aimed at the common 

good. 

Problems have been exacerbated by the fact that, at present, economic 

activity is measured only in terms of gross domestic product (GDP) and does not 

take into account the degradation of the Earth that goes with it, nor of the unjust 

inequalities between countries and within each country. GDP growth has gone 

hand in hand with unacceptable gaps between rich and poor. The latter, in fact, do 

not have access to most of the advances that have occurred in our time. For   

——————————– 

Today we need to 

establish a mutually 

beneficial relationship: 

the economy needs to be 

imbued with true values, 

and respect for God's 

creation should promote 

human dignity and well 

being. 

——————————- 
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example, 50 per cent of the available energy is used by less than a billion people, 

whereas its negative impacts on the environment affect three billion people who do 

not have access to it. These three billion people, in fact, have so little access to 

modern energy that they are forced to cook, heat and light their homes using 

methods harmful to their health. 

The heavy use of fossil fuels on which the global energy system is based 

profoundly disrupts the Earth's climate and causes 

acidification of the world’s oceans. Global warming 

and the extreme weather conditions it entails will reach 

unprecedented levels during our children’s lifetime and 

40 per cent of the world's poor, whose role in pollution 

worldwide is minimal, are likely to suffer the most. 

Industrial-scale farming practices are transforming the 

land all over the world, destroying ecosystems and 

threatening the diversity and survival of the species on 

a global scale. Yet, despite the scope and intensity of 

this unprecedented land use, food insecurity is still a 

global threat. One billion people suffer from chronic 

hunger and another billion suffer from so-called hidden 

hunger caused by micronutrient deficiency. This is 

even more tragic when you consider that one-third of the food produced 

worldwide is wasted, which, as Pope Francis said, is like ‘stealing from the table 

of the poor and hungry’. 
 

Report of the Intergovernmental Panel of Experts on Climate Change (IPCC) 

After what the Academy said, but in parallel, the IPCC intergovernmental panel of 

experts on climate of the United Nations (UN) concluded with 95 per cent 

certainty that the human influence on the climate system is clear and obvious, 

according to the increasing concentrations of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, 

the positive radiative forcing and global warming measured, and thanks also to the 

better understanding of the climate system that we now have. Every five years, the 

UN panel of experts prepares a comprehensive report that analyses all publications 

on climate on the basis of the most current scientific debate. 

Although neither the report submitted by this group nor the Academy’s 

are perfect, the assessments of these publications on climate change confirm that 

essentially all documents published now accept as a scientific truth that climate 

change is due to human activity. 

Our working group, studying the melting and retreat of the so-called 

eternal glaciers in the Alps, the Andes and the Himalayas, concluded that this is 

due to human activity too. Faced with the objection that there is evidence of 

climate change but not of the fact that climate change is due to human activity,  

——————————

Industrial-scale 

farming practices are 

transforming the land 

all over the world, 

destroying ecosystems 

and threatening the 

diversity and survival 

of the species on a 

global scale.  

—————————— 
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our group responded that natural and biological causes, such as the sun, produce 

changes over a period of thousands of years (an ice age lasts 10,000 years), 

whereas the peculiarity of the influence of human activity is to be short and to also 

coincide with the period in which the effects of the Industrial Revolution started 

appearing. 

A joint statement signed by eleven of the leading scientific academies of 

the world, representing Germany, Brazil, Canada, China, USA, Russia, France, 

Italy, India, Japan and the UK, follows the statements that were made for the first 

time by our Academy and confirms the scientific consensus that climate change is 

due to human activity. 

Today, although we can say that no one argues that emissions of 

greenhouse gases are produced by humans, scientists continue to conduct research 

on how climate will respond to increasing levels of greenhouse gases in the 

atmosphere over time and in the different regions of the world. 
 

The Importance of Acting Now  

2015 could be a decisive year in history. The UN as a whole has a unique 

opportunity to establish a new and sustainable course for the global economy at 

two summits: the one to draft the Sustainable Development Goals in September 

and the other on Climate in Paris in December. 

We still have time to act. The challenge of climate change has become not 

only economic, political or social. It is also an issue of morals, religion, values 

such as justice and social inclusion, the obligation of solidarity with future 

generations and the moral obligation to care for the 

earth, namely creation, which is our habitat. 

 In view of persistent poverty, increasing 

economic and social inequalities, and the ongoing 

destruction of the environment, governments around 

the world have called for the adoption, by 2015, of 

new universal goals, called Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs), which should serve to guide actions 

on a global scale after 2015. Achieving these goals 

will require global cooperation, technological 

innovations (most of which already exist) and 

economic and social support policies at the national 

and regional level, such as taxation and regulation of environmental violations, 

restricting the enormous power of transnational corporations and an equitable 

redistribution of wealth. It is now abundantly clear that the relationship of 

Humanity with Nature must be managed through collective cooperation at all 

levels – local, regional and global. 

 The technological and operating means to achieve a truly sustainable  

———————————

It is now abundantly 

clear that the 

relationship of Humanity 

with Nature must be 

managed through 

collective cooperation at 

all levels – local, 

regional and global. 

——————————— 
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development are already available or within reach. We can put an end to extreme 

poverty with targeted investments to promote access to sustainable energy, 

education, health, housing, social infrastructure and 

livelihood for the poor. Social inequalities can be 

addressed with measures to protect human rights, the 

rule of law, participatory democracy, universal access to 

public services, the recognition of personal dignity, the 

significant improvement of the effectiveness of fiscal 

and social policies, ethical financial reform, policies 

creating decent work on a large scale, the integration of 

popular and informal sectors of the economy, and 

national and international cooperation to eradicate the 

new forms of slavery such as forced labour and sexual 

exploitation. Energy systems can be made more efficient 

and less dependent on coal, oil and natural gas in order 

to prevent climate change, protect the oceans, and clean 

the air from pollutants generated by coal. Food 

production can be made much more profitable and less costly in terms of water 

consumption and soil, more respectful of farmers and indigenous people and less 

polluting. Food waste can be drastically reduced, with both social and 

environmental benefits. 
 

Ethical Values, Personal Dignity and Human Rights 

The biggest challenge may lie in the sphere of human values. The main barriers to 

achieving sustainability and inclusion are human inequality, injustice, corruption 

and human trafficking. Our economies, democracies, societies and cultures are 

paying a high price for the widening gap between rich and poor within each nation 

and between them. And perhaps the most damaging effect of the broadening gap 

between income and wealth in so many countries is the progressive reduction in 

equal opportunities. Indeed, what is more important is that inequality, global 

injustice and corruption are undermining our ethical values, personal dignity and 

human rights. There is a strong need, first of all, to change beliefs and attitudes, 

and to fight the globalisation of indifference with its culture of waste and idolatry 

of money. We must insist on the preferential option for the poor; strengthen the 

family and the community; and honour and protect God's creation as humanity’s 

fundamental responsibility towards future generations.  

 Humanity urgently needs to revise its relationship with nature, adopting the 

above mentioned Development Goals in order to promote a sustainable model of 

economic development and social inclusion. Healthy human ecology in terms of 

ethical virtues contributes to the achievement of a sustainable and balanced 

environment. Today we need to establish a mutually beneficial relationship: the  

——————————
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economy needs to be imbued with true values, and respect for God's creation 

should promote human dignity and well being. 

On these issues, all religions and all people of good will can agree. 

Today's young people will embrace them to create a better world. The message of 

the Pontifical Academies is an urgent warning because the dangers of the 

Anthropocene are real and the injustice of the globalisation of indifference is a 

serious issue. Yet, our message is also one of hope and joy. This is exactly what 

the Blessed Pope Paul VI wanted to achieve with his project of the civilization of 

love: a healthier, safer, fairer, more prosperous and more sustainable world is 

within our reach. The believers among us ask the Lord to give us our daily bread as 

food for the body and soul. 
 

An Encyclical and an Interreligious Meeting? 

Following the lead of the great recent Popes, especially Paul VI, Pope Francis has 

a unique role as a religious leader and moral guidance to protect, preserve, 

sustainably develop the natural environment and achieve that social inclusion that 

can no longer be postponed. The problem of climate change has become a major 

social and moral problem, and mentalities can only be changed on moral and 

religious grounds. 

Therefore, our Academics supported the Pope’s initiative to publish an 

Encyclical or another such important document on climate and social inclusion to 

influence next year’s crucial decisions. In fact, the idea is to convene a meeting 

with the religious leaders of the main religions to make all people aware of the 

state of our climate and the tragedy of social exclusion starting from the biblical 

message that man is the steward of nature and of its environmental and human 

development according to its potential and not against it, as Paul IV intended. 

Thus, the prophetic message of Paul VI continues to be valid even in this new era 

that humanity is beginning. It is connected to the programmatic expression that he 

used at the end of the 1975 Jubilee Year, when he urged everyone to promote ‘the 

civilization of love’ as its successful culmination.  In terms of public and social 

life, and relationship with nature, this civilization of love is the coronation of the 

period of grace and good will of the Second Vatican Council, or rather the 

beginning of a new era of grace and good will, which history unfolds before us. 

POPE FRANCIS   
GENERAL AUDIENCE IN THE VATICAN - 26 NOV 2014 

 
‘The holy scripture teaches us that the fulfilment of this wonderful design also 
affects everything around us... What lies ahead … is therefore a new creation...  It 
is not an annihilation of the universe and all that surrounds us. Rather it brings 
everything to its fullness of being, truth and beauty.’ 
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ONE CLIMATE, ONE WORLD 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE THREAT TO CREATION 

 

Father Augusto Zampini Davies, theological adviser to the Catholic Agency for 

Overseas Development (CAFOD), reflects upon how Catholics might respond to 

climate change and the threat to creation and, in particular, to the way we should 

treat animals. 
 

BY FATHER AUGUSTO ZAMPINI DAVIES 

 

F 
OR CATHOLICS, HAVING A COMPASSIONATE AND LOVING ATTITUDE towards 

those in need is crucial for our truly human development and faith (cf. Lk 

10:26-27; Dt 6:5; Lev 19:18). At least in theory, no Catholic would argue 

that ignoring human suffering or mistreating human beings is ethically acceptable, 

not even if they are enemies (cf. Mt 5:43-38).  But what about mistreating or 

ignoring the suffering of the rest of creation, in particular the threat from climate 

change? 

 Catholics believe that human beings have a special call from God to protect 

the vulnerable and safeguard Creation, as Pope Francis has recently explained in 

the General Audience on 21 May.  Mistreating Creation, or ignoring the fact that it 

is being seriously damaged, is a sin, because ‘we destroy the sign of God’s love for 

us’.  By doing so, Pope Francis argues, we are saying to God: ‘I don’t like it! This 

is not good!’ - ‘So what do you like?’ ‘I like myself! – Here, this is sin! Do you 

see?’ Conversely, protecting and healing creatures and Creation is like saying to 

God: ‘Thank you, I am the guardian of Creation so as to make it progress, never to 

destroy your gift’.  Still, although many Catholics perceive creation as the cosmos, 

biosphere and the natural elements, many forget to include animals in this equation. 
 

Guardians of Creation 

Loving God’s creation means, for many, loving nature – particularly the natural 

elements - and those creatures created in the image and likeness of God, i.e. 

humans.  However, it is worth remembering that, according to the story of creation 

(Gn 1), after God created the waters under the vault (v.7), God enlivened them with 

a ‘swarm of living creatures… all the creatures that glide and teem in the waters in 

their own species’ (vv.20-21).  Moreover, after creating the skies above (vv.6-8), 

God enriched them with birds that can ‘wing their way above the earth across the 

vault of heaven’ (v.20).  Furthermore, after creating the ‘dry land’ called 

‘earth’ (v.10), with all its vegetation (vv.11-12), God also allowed the earth to 

‘produce every kind of living creature [animals] in its own species’ (v.24).  These 

birds, fish and earth-animals are not only an important part of God’s creation, 

whose goodness needs to be respected, but also they have been especially entrusted 

to humans, who are asked to ‘be masters’ of them (v.28).  
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Treating Animals with Compassion 

Being ‘masters’ of animals in the name of God the Creator means to treat them with 

the same kind of love, care and respect as God would do.  Mistreating animals or 

ignoring their suffering is not part of human stewardship on earth.  While there is a 

great debate on the need to feed humanity with animals, what is not debated is the 

harm caused to animals beyond the feeding purpose. Neither should we ignore the 

responsibility to preserve species and the diversity of God’s creation, or to heal 

those beings [animals] we see lying wounded or half-dead at the side of our life-

journey-road (cf. Lk 10:30-35).  Even if we admit the need to ‘produce’ and ‘eat’ 

animals, serious theological debates have arisen regarding the ‘method’ and the 

consideration to mitigate their suffering. And there are further questions such as 

whether the production and consumption of meat is an 

appropriate response to food security, points extensively 

discussed by Professor Celia Deane-Drummond, a Catholic 

theologian from The University of Notre Dame, USA and a 

theological advisor to CAFOD. 

 Christians in the ancient world were aware of the 

effects of severe food shortages on the human body.  The 

emphasis on voluntary fasting in the first Christian 

communities was due, in part, to a wish to live in bodily and 

spiritual solidarity with those who were malnourished and 

famished through no choice of their own.  It has also always 

been a way of questioning systems of food production, 

distribution and consumption.  For the first Christian monastic communities, meat 

was not for the strong but for the weak, being available in Benedictine houses to 

children, the elderly and the ill but not to healthy adult males.  Now, however, most 

of the meat produced and consumed worldwide is for the developed world, as the 

Christian environmentalist theologian from the University of Chester, David 

Clough, argues.  And 40 per cent of the world’s grain harvest is used to feed 

livestock rather than people, as CAFOD’s Fair Food Guide indicates.   
 

Good Samaritans for our Neighbours, the Animals 

Despite the debate about ‘food’, which cannot be side-lined when discussing the 

relationship between humans and animals, Christ’s disciples are expected to behave 

in a compassionate and ‘neighbourly’ way towards God’s creation.  According to 

the parable of The Good Samaritan (Lk 10:30-35), loving God, our neighbours and 

ourselves comprises a compassionate way of seeing, a sight that can deeply move us 

to express our compassion through appropriate external actions.  This way of 

compassionate seeing, non-discriminatory judging and healing behaviour, reflects 

our image and likeness to God, which Jesus renews. But such behaviour is not 

limited to our intimate, familial, religious or national relationships. Behaving     

———————— 
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in a neighbourly way comprises all our relationships, including our bonds with 

God and his creation, redeemed by Christ. The question that matters in order to 

‘live life to the full’ (John 10:10), is not just ‘who is my neighbour?’, but ‘who 

behaves in a neighbourly way?’  (cf. Lk 10:36). Given that the Good Samaritan 

invites us to widen our notion of behaving in a neighbourly way, it seems feasible 

to explore whether other creatures, especially animals, are also like neighbours 

who need our love.   

 In the end, behaving neighbourly is the attitude of Christ, who epitomises 

The Good Samaritan. He sees with compassion all creatures in need, judges with 

solidarity how to respond to injustices, and deploys actions of healing and 

restoration to redress unjust situations.  To avoid the sin of selfishness - hurting 

and damaging God’s creation - Christ’s followers are called to ‘do likewise’ (Lk 

10:37). This means that we are invited to revisit our attitude towards animals and, 

if needed, to start a process of conversion from which we can reflect our true 

image and likeness to God, i.e. through our compassionate and caring love for all 

creatures. 
 

One Climate, One World 

Inspired by experiences of poor communities overseas, and by biblical stories such 

as the one of Creation (Gn 1-11) and New Testament parables, CAFOD has 

launched a major campaign, One Climate, One World.  The idea is to encourage 

the Catholic community in England and Wales to examine their own lives and 

make practical changes to better love our neighbours and care for God’s entire 

creation.  Concrete actions go from cutting down our use of energy, to rethinking 

the food we eat or the way we travel. However, aware that individual actions are 

important, but not enough to heal the damage humans are causing to God’s 

creation, CAFOD also asks the Catholic community to put pressure on political 

leaders to respond to the challenge of climate change. It is our leaders who can 

(and should) back an ambitious global deal on cutting carbon emissions, and 

support a transition from polluting fossil fuels - the major cause of climate change 

- to reliable, sustainable energy sources.  Doing so would entail healing those 

wounded due to climate change: many species, poor communities in the 

developing world, and the Earth itself, which is not only our common 

neighbourhood, but also our neighbour. 

 

References: 

See Deane-Drummond, C. and Clough, D., 2009, Theology: On God, Humans and Other 

Animals, London: SCM Press. 

See Clough, D., 2012, On Animals: I. Systematic Theology, London: T & T Clark/

Continuum.  





Joyce D’Silva   
Former campaigner against battery cages, now campaigning to  

End The Cage Age 

END THE CAGE AGE 
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ARK INTERVIEW WITH JOYCE D’SILVA 

AMBASSADOR FOR COMPASSION IN WORLD FARMING 

 

Joyce D’Silva has worked for Compassion In World Farming (CIWF) since 1985 

and was its Chief Executive from 1991 to 2005, after which she became its 

Ambassador.  CIWF was founded in 1967 by British farmer, Peter Roberts and his 

wife, who were deeply concerned about the cruelty involved in factory farming.  
 

Joyce wrote the vegan cookery book Healthy Eating for the New Age and co-

edited The Meat Crisis: Developing Sustainable Production and Consumption.  

She has recently overseen CIWF’s publication of Farmageddon by current Chief 

Executive, Philip Lymbery with Isabel Oakshott.  Here Joyce talks to The Ark 

editor about her life and faith and what motivates her to work so hard at being  a 

major voice for farm animals.   

  

Barbara: After reading Gandhi’s autobiography in 1971, you had a personal 

awakening which led to a vegan lifestyle and was the beginning of a new life 

for you as a major voice for farm animals.  Please could you explain what 

happened at that time and what motivated you to work so hard for farm 

animals? 

 

Joyce: Gandhi’s autobiography was incredibly honest and included quite a lot of 

thinking about food and diet. Something there just made a big impression on me 

and I decided I could no longer eat meat.  As I had grown up on a farm in Ireland 

and had always eaten meat, this was quite a shock to my family, 

especially to my dad.  My husband, Amancio, was supportive 

and gradually I started cooking more and more veggie meals for 

him and our three children.  Eventually they all made their own 

decisions, in their own time, to give up meat too. 

 Four years on I had learned more and more about how 

animals were being reared in conveyor-belt factory farms.  To 

my horror I learned about the separation of the dairy cow from 

her calf at just one day old.  I began to think about going vegan.  

The crunch came with a BBC2 World About Us film on the life of the dairy cow 

in Feb 1975.  Seeing the cow and calf so distressed and calling out for each other, 

I decided it was ‘Soya milk tomorrow’ and I’ve been vegan ever since. 

 At the time there was only one vegan cookbook published in the UK, so I 

wrote the second one, Healthy Eating for the New Age, which was published in 

1980 and ran to four editions.  Some day I might update it – when I have a 

moment! Now there are lots of great veggie and vegan books and online resources. 

—————— 

There is so 

much power 

in our 

shopping 

baskets! 

—————— 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/AUTOBIOGRAPHY-The-Story-experiments-truth/dp/817229008X
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Barbara: Prior to working at Compassion In World Farming you taught 

Religious Education (RE) at a secondary school in Essex, so your Christian 

faith was a very central part of your life.  Do you feel your faith supports 

your belief that humans should show kindness to animals and, if so, how? 

 

Joyce: I had taught in schools in India and then I got the RE job at a 

comprehensive in Essex.  There was a lot of racism about so I made a point of 

teaching a multi-faith syllabus and took the pupils 

to the lovely mosque in Regents Park and to the 

Hare Krishna place in Letchmore Heath, to expand 

their horizons and understanding.  I also took them 

to see the film Gandhi.  

 I also always included a term of work with 

the 14 year-olds on animal issues as part of their 

ethical education. They always seemed to take to 

this topic – it could touch even the most hardened 

and poorly-behaved students.  

 By this time my own Catholic faith had 

faded away to be honest.  I found it hard to 

reconcile a loving God with so much suffering in 

the world.  But I remain deeply interested in all faiths and find spiritual questions 

the most interesting and worth pursuing.  Who knows where I’ll end up?!  I love 

some of the Hindu Upanishads and the Buddhist Dhammapada, the Muslim call 

to prayer can send shivers up my spine, and the New Testament teaching on love 

and charity is beautiful.  

 Personally, I believe that all animals have as much right to exist as I do.  

They have intrinsic value.  They can suffer, so we should not harm them.  Of 

course, I don’t live up to my beliefs, as I have killed the fleas who were hurting 

my cat. I drive a car, so who knows how many small creatures I may have 

squashed. 

 I think it’s the question of suffering that gets to me most strongly.  That’s 

why I am happy and honoured to have been working for Compassion in World 

Farming since 1985.  Compassion’s vision is to end the suffering of animals in 

factory farming systems and to campaign for more humane and fair food and 

farming systems in order to feed the growing global population.  At Compassion 

we don’t dictate to people what they should eat – we just say please eat less meat 

overall and, if you do eat meat, eggs or dairy, then please buy the higher welfare 

product. There is so much power in our shopping baskets!  

——————————— 
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Barbara: Many people feel completely overwhelmed by the enormity of 

farm animal suffering in the world and feel that, as individuals, they cannot 

make a difference.  You have proved that you can make a substantial 

difference in the world.  Where do you find the strength and inner resources 

to face the daunting task of ending global farm animal suffering? 

 

Joyce: Yes, with over  60 billion farm animals killed for  our  food every year  

– and that figure set to double by 2050 - it can all feel overwhelming. We also 

see investigative film here which shows the truly ghastly conditions in which so 

many of these animals live, are transported and are 

slaughtered.  Well, you can either cry and give up, or set 

your teeth and work harder – and that’s what I try to do.  

So much of what we see is so awful we cannot even put it 

on our website or on YouTube. 

 I’ve just seen our film on rabbit farming.  It’s the 

secret face of factory farming and a terrible face it is too.  

We’ve just launched a campaign to End the Cage Age in 

farming.  

 I cope personally by making sure I take a mental 

break as often as possible.  I am part of an informal, non-

denominational meditation group, attend Tai Chi and Qigong classes (and teach 

a class at work), sing in the local choir, go for walks, see family and friends. I 

often read books to do with philosophy and spirituality.  Thomas Merton is next 

on my list. 

 

Barbara: One of your current projects is to create a faith outreach 

programme at CIWF.  Could you explain a little about how this works and 

how you hope this will improve people’s attitudes towards farm animals? 

 

Joyce: I think there is huge potential for  the faiths to help in raising 

awareness about animal suffering.  Each of the faiths has something to offer, 

from the idea of ahimsa (non-violence), to concern for God’s creatures, to the 

Islamic concept of food being tayyib (good, wholesome).  If only the faith 

leaders would develop actual policies and teaching on animals.  Instead it’s left 

to individuals like the Rev. Andrew Linzey, who has worked so hard within and 

beyond the Christian community. I have great hopes of Pope Francis – he chose 

the right name for a start! 

 I think Compassion needs to develop links and dialogue with faith 

communities and leaders to assist this process.  

————————— 
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https://ciwf.e-activist.com/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=119&ea.campaign.id=32141
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Barbara: What can Ark readers do to help to support your work and to 

improve people’s attitudes towards farm animals, in order to make the world 

a better place for farm animals? 
 

Joyce: Well I think we all need to see ourselves as missionar ies for  farm 

animals!  We can’t tell people off or criticise, but we can drop a remark here, a 

leaflet there, send a web link to some friends, Facebook or otherwise.  I would 

also ask your readers to support Compassion with energy, time - and money if 

they have any to spare!  We really need a joint effort to end factory farming, so 

let’s work together.  Thank you! 

************** 

 

READER’S LETTER - DUCK CULL 
 

Dear Sir, 

 Did you see on the TV news today the duck factory farm at Nafferton in 

East Yorkshire where 6,000 ducks are being 'culled', that is killed, because of an 

avian influenza infection? If so you will have seen how they were being kept, 

crammed into large sheds. It is natural for ducks to have access to ponds of water.  

 You will have enjoyed seeing wild ducks and even thrown crumbs for 

them or encouraged your children to. No such luck for these ducks reared en 

masse in unnaturally cruel conditions. This article from Viva! shows how 

commercially farmed ducks are kept http://factoryfarming.org.uk/ducks.html  

 This farm is of course small compared with some. At the 'farm' (factory) in 

Holland, where this latest epidemic apparently started 150,000 hens have been 

killed. One can understand the concern about human health but who says anything 

on behalf of the animals and how they are being kept - and killed? If you feel you 

have to eat ducks (or chickens or turkeys or eggs for that matter) then at least 

insist on free range. Please.  

Neville & Hazel Fowler - 18th November 2014 
 

 

 

ANIMAL COMPASSION 

By Sheila Brennan (CCA life member) 

 

In a world where again and again 

We see cruelty, misery and wrong, 

The Animal Kingdom subjected to pain, 

Weak in the hands of the strong. 

Indifference is the response, 

Many who cannot be swayed. 

We must protect creatures in pain, 

Desperate, needing our aid. 

For we shall win in the end, 

And the world will be turned. 

Frightened, tortured animals will find 

The peace they have surely earned. 

http://factoryfarming.org.uk/ducks.html
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I LAY DOWN MY LIFE FOR THE SHEEP 

 

In Mark Bredin’s essay, ‘Was Jesus a Vegetarian?’, appearing in the Summer 

2013 edition of The Ark, the author concluded that, ’Jesus was not a vegetarian, 

but we Christians who are vegetarians should not feel disappointed.  He is clearly 

an inspiration to care and nurture all creation’.  CCA member, Albert Kaplan, 

from Nevada, USA, responds as follows: 

 

BY ALBERT KAPLAN 

 

A 
S THE PRINCIPAL FLESH FOOD OF JUDEA was that of sheep, Mr Bredin 

would, I suppose, postulate that Jesus ate the flesh of sheep and lambs.  

His carnivorous Rabbi would have been exposed to the voluminous 

practical commentaries surrounding ritual slaughter and, as part of his education, 

would likely have personally slit the throats of animals, sheep and lambs 

especially.  In his mind’s eye does Mr Bredin visualise Jesus slitting the throat of a 

baby lamb?  Is this the author’s Jesus whom he finds to be ‘clearly an inspiration 

to care and nurture all creation?’  I am reminded of Albert Schweitzer’s 

penetrating comment, ‘There is no historical task which so reveals a man’s true 

self as the writing of the Life of Jesus.  It has no vital impact unless a man 

breathes into it all the love or hate of which he is capable’. 

 

A Misconception of Ancient Israel 

There is such widespread misconception about that time and place, let us (merely 

as an illustration of this nearly universally erroneous thinking) consider the 

influence of popular motion pictures upon our perceptions 

of ancient Israel.  For instance, these film invariably 

depict the majority of people wearing sackcloth, with 

background scenes that remind the viewer of a dusty 

Bedouin encampment.  And, scenes of Jerusalem provide 

not even a clue of the centrality of the Temple, and its 

onerous function, that of the abattoir.  While there is 

much we do not and cannot know of ancient Judaea, let us 

be open to the suggestion that much of what we have been exposed to about that 

distant time and place is fiction. 

 Judea was the crossroad of trade between Europe, Asia, and Africa.  

Jerusalem, its nerve centre, was, after Rome, the wealthiest city of the first century 

western world, and probably the entire world.  It was opulent, international, and 

sophisticated. Palaces, public and private, abounded, including some of 

transcendent magnificence.   

———————–— 

‘I will have mercy, 

not sacrifice’   

Matthew 9:13 

————————— 
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The Central Role of The Temple 

The wealth of Judea was staggering. In his masterful analysis The Treasures Of 

The House Of The Lord of the value of the gold and silver used in the construction 

of the first Temple, the highly esteemed geophysicist and bible scholar, Lambert 

T. Dolphin, concluded: ‘In round numbers, the wealth of the first temple was 

about $56 billion’.  As Dr Lambert wrote his analysis when gold was $500 per oz., 

the current value would be in the region of over $100 billion.  Solomon’s Temple 

was, by far, the costliest building the world has ever known.  While the amount of 

the gold used in the construction of Herod’s Temple might not have been as great 

as that of Solomon’s Temple, its gold value, in today’s prices, would almost 

certainly be measured in the tens (if not more) of billions of dollars.  King Herod's 

personal wealth, by the way, as measured in today's currencies, would surely place 

him in the category of John D. Rockefeller or Bill Gates. I think the reader may 

agree that the society in which Jesus lived was likely as materially rich as it was 

morally poor. 

 

The Temple was The Slaughterhouse 

Animal exploitation was its oldest industry from which a wide range of finished 

and unfinished exports were derived: animal skins and fur (especially of sheep).  

Other exports were fertilizer, bitumen, opobalsam, dates, olive oil, glass, pottery, 

jewellery, perfume and cosmetics.  The source of animal related raw materials was 

the Temple complex which, like its two preceding 

versions, Solomon’s Temple and the post-Babylonian 

Temple, were slaughterhouses.  And, what an abattoir it 

was, this gold plated charnel house, likely the most 

productive in world history, greater than  that of the 

two largest early 20th century Chicago slaughterhouses 

combined, Armour and Swift Brothers. 

 Historians have estimated that the population of 

Jerusalem, at the time of the Crucifixion was, including 

the tens of thousands of Passover pilgrims, close to 

900,000.  Standard preparation for the Passover feast 

days would thus require the slaughter, within those few 

days, of around a quarter of a million sheep, in addition to many thousands of 

other animals, large and small.  This was well within the capability of the many 

priests who, as on an assembly line, slaughtered the animals and processed their 

corpses.  This cult of blood, the perversion of the most sacred of God’s gift, life 

itself, was deeply entrenched, the cornerstone of Judaea’s economic prosperity.

  

 Surrounding the Temple were the stockyards. While smaller than Chicago’s    

Union Stockyard’s hundreds of acres, it was sufficiently large to have, at times,  

 

—————————— 
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emitted a pestilent stench 

over at least part of the city.  

And surely, at Passovers, the 

roads leading to Jerusalem 

would have been choked 

with animals being driven to 

their fate.  There was no way 

a visitor to first, second, or 

third Temple Jerusalem 

could miss the centrality of 

the exploitation of animals, 

and the Temple slaughterhouses, especially at a Passover.  
 

Jesus’ Attack on the Temple  

Jesus was tried and found guilty of a crime of such magnitude, the penalty was 

death by Crucifixion.  What was his ‘crime’? The Bible tells us.  He made a 

physical attack on the Temple, an offense without precedence.  He attacked the 

slaughterhouse, the sacrificial system, the blood cult - the very foundation of the 

nation’s prosperity, religion and, incidentally, the principal income source of the 

priesthood!  The Romans were also invested in the sacrificial system, and, of 

course, the exploitation of animals.  Thus, Jesus’ attack on the Temple was also a 

direct attack on Roman religious beliefs. 

 The view that Jesus was a carnivore is absurd.  Quite the contrary; at this 

dawn of the 21st century he would rightly be called an ‘animal rights activist’, his 

very raison d’etre. 
 

‘I will have Mercy, not Sacrifice’ 

Read the words attributed to Jesus in Matthew 9:13, ‘But go and learn what that 

means, “I will have mercy, not sacrifice”.’  And especially John 10:15 ‘I lay down 

my life for the sheep.’ 

 Consider what the great Cardinal Newman declared: ‘Now what is it moves 

our very heart and sickens us so much at cruelty shown to poor brutes?  I suppose 

this: first, that they have done us no harm; next, that they have no power whatever 

to resistance; it is the cowardice and tyranny of which they are the victims which 

make their sufferings so especially touching;...there is something so very dreadful, 

so Satanic in tormenting those who have never harmed us, and who cannot defend 

themselves, who are utterly in our power’. * 

 Bonaventura quotes that St Francis ‘considered all created beings as 

coming from the paternal heart of God.  This community of origin made him feel a 

near fraternity with them all.  He said, “They have the same source as we had.  

Like us, they derive the life of thought, will and love from the Creator... Not to hurt 
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 our humble brethren, was our first duty to them; but to stop there, a complete 

misapprehension of the intentions of Providence.  We have a higher mission.  God 

wishes that we should succor them whenever they require it”.’ * 

 Perhaps Jesus was familiar with the writings of Pythagoras who lived 500 

years earlier: ‘Alas, what wickedness to swallow flesh into our own flesh, to fatten 

our greedy bodies by cramming in other bodies, to have one living creature fed by 

the death of another!  For as long as man massacres animals, they will kill each 

other.’ * 
 

I Lay Down My Life for The Sheep 

It has long been my view that Christianity is one thing, Jesus another, and that 

morally there is no relationship between the two.  In physically attacking the 

slaughterhouse, Jesus defended the sheep with his life.  That was his ministry, his 

reason for existence, his religion.  The whole of his ministry is contained in His 

prophetic words. ‘I lay my life down for the sheep’. 

 

Notes: 

* Selections From Three Essays by Richard Wagner With Comment On A Subject of Such 

Importance To The Moral Progress of Humanity That It Constitutes An Issue In Ethics and 

Religion, published by The Millenium Guild, Inc, 1933. 

 

 

Editor: We would be delighted to hear any ideas readers may have on this 

thought-provoking subject.  Please email them to BarbaraAtTheArk@gmail.com 

 

 

 

BIBLICAL QUOTES 

‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice, acknowledgement of God, not burnt offerings’ 

Hosea 6:6 

‘If you had known what those words meant, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice” you 

would not have condemned the innocent’                                                   

Matthew 12:7 

‘I have come to abolish sacrifice and if you do not cease from sacrificing, the 

wrath of God will not cease from you!’                                                           

Epiphin, Haeres, xxx,16. (Ebionites) 
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THE FUR TRADE AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

 

We are often reminded of the damage inflicted on the environment by the meat 

industry, but how much do we know about the environmental damage caused by 

the fur trade? Mark Glover, Director of Respect for Animals and recipient of the 

RSPCA’s Lord Erskine Award, has been at the forefront of campaigns to get fur 

farming and the retail fur trade banned in the UK.  He explains the impact that fur 

farming is having on the environment. 
 

BY MARK GLOVER  

 

A 
 SAD TALE’S BEST FOR WINTER  - so says Mamillius in Shakespeare’s The 

Winter’s Tale and it is appropriate during the winter months to spare a 

thought for the sad and dreadful fates awaiting tens of millions of animals 

– factory farmed and trapped in the wild –  which will be killed this winter to 

provide the international fur trade with its raw materials 

– animal pelts. 

The animal welfare arguments against the wearing of fur 

are straightforward – it is a cruel and unnecessary 

industry but, as one of its Orwellian attempts to promote 

and defend itself, the fur industry also likes to claim that 

it is environmentally responsible, even ‘green'. This 

claim could not be further from the truth. The fur 

industry’s track record and current practices provide 

ample evidence of the environmental crimes routinely 

committed by this morally bankrupt trade. It is a 

business that stands charged with the spread of non-

native species, the extinction of species, environmental pollution and the waste of 

resources.  
 

The Trapping of Wildlife 

The fur trade began with the trapping of wild animals for their pelts. This quickly 

became the stuff of commerce, legend and the pursuit of territory and power. 

Historically, the fur trade plundered wild mammal populations and, as early as the 

16th century, much of Western Europe became so devoid of target species it 

became uneconomical to trap. As animals were systematically trapped out and 

became commercially extinct, the search for healthy populations of animals went 

further afield. The discovery and occupation of North America proved a bonanza 

for the fur trade. 

Competition for fur amongst early settlers was intense and the race to catch 

more and more animals for their fur led to predictable results. The beaver became 

severely depleted in North America as a result of this slaughter, and sea otters and  

————–—————
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fur seals were virtually wiped out.  The sea mink was lost forever, exterminated by 

fur trappers, as was the Falkland Island wolf – a species studied by Charles 

Darwin, who predicted its demise when he saw how the early islanders treated 

them. Unafraid of these new people the wolves fell easy prey to the early 

inhabitants but, according to New Scientist, ‘When the fur trappers arrived from 

America, it (extinction) was only a matter of time’ (New Scientist, 11 May 2013).  

And so it was with the last wolf being mercilessly slain in 1876.  
 

Endangered Species 

The fur trade makes great play of not using the fur from endangered species. Of 

course it doesn't because that would be illegal. The more important, unsaid, issue 

is why many species are endangered in the first place. Overexploitation by the fur 

trade has played a big part in many species being pushed to the edge of extinction 

and why they now need legal protection. 

The fashion trend for wearing spotted cat fur in the 1960s was seen by the  

International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) as 

a threat to the continued existence of spotted cat species, particularly leopard and 

jaguar.  Concern over the impact the fur trade was having on wild cat species was 

a primary reason for the development of the Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species (CITES) which, at last, gave protection to the most 

endangered species. 

 But as the most profitable big cat species 

gained protection, the trappers simply targeted other 

species. Trade in the skins of species such as ocelot 

rocketed in the late 1970s and early 1980s leading to them, 

too, being included on the list of protected species. And so 

on, until now, when the target species include bobcat, lynx 

and leopard cat. 

The trapping of non-target species by fur trappers is 

another threat to wildlife. The traps most commonly used to catch wild animals for 

fur are non-selective and cause severe injuries to animals unlucky enough to be 

caught in them. These routinely include endangered species as well as people’s 

pets. 
 

Pollution from Factory Farming 

Fur factory farming was introduced in response to the dwindling wildlife 

populations that resulted from many years of over-trapping.  This intensive factory 

farming of mink and fox - currently more than 50 million each year - is now 

causing environmental problems of a different kind.   

The faeces and urine produced in fur factory farms (2.7 million tonnes a 

year) contain high concentrations of nitrogen and phosphorus.  One study shows  

————————
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that ‘the U.S. mink industry adds almost 

1,000 tons of phosphorus to the environment 

each year’.  Excess levels of nitrogen and 

phosphorus are considered the most common 

form of water pollution in the United States. 

Air pollution comes from gases released from 

the animals' manure and can have an adverse 

impact on the quality of life of local 

residents.  It can also cause damage to 

surrounding ecosystems - ammonia from fur 

farms has, for example, been shown to cause 

damage to forests. 

 Fur factory farms also consume vast 

resources, including feed ingredients such as 

marine mammals, fish and cereals. In 

addition, 2.4 billion litres of water is 

estimated to be consumed by farmed mink 

and fox alone, equal to the annual needs of more than 3 million humans.  The 

transportation of an estimated 4 million tonnes of feed to mink and fox farms each 

year produces significant vehicle emissions adding to greenhouse gases. 

There are also significant environmental issues raised by the disposal of the 

50 million mink and fox carcasses each year, be it by incineration (airborne 

toxins), burial (toxic breakdown products) or rendering (high energy consumption 

and effluent production). Due to the design of fur factory farms, not only do they 

inflict odour nuisance, fly infestations, and problems with escaped mink on 

neighbours, they also provide a constant threat of transmission of viral and 

bacterial diseases, fungal infections, and parasites to wildlife.  
 

Alien Invasive Species 

Animals often escape – or are released from fur factory farms - and have serious 

impacts on ecosystems and biodiversity.  In some cases the fur trade has 

deliberately released non-native animals with a view to trapping their offspring in 

the future.  The IUCN has recognised that alien species are one of the major 

threats to native biological diversity.  It says ‘The impacts of alien invasive species 

are immense, insidious, and usually irreversible. They may be as damaging to 

native species and ecosystems on a global scale as the loss and degradation of 

habitats’. The consequences of alien introductions rank second only to habitat loss 

as the major threat to biodiversity.  

 Examples of fur trade related alien species introductions include the North 

American mink, the brushtail possum, the coypu, the muskrat, the raccoon and the 

raccoon dog, all of which are ‘generalists', able to exploit a wide range of  
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resources. The consequences of these species introductions are serious, both 

economically and ecologically. Two of them, the possum and coypu, are listed on 

the IUCN's ‘100 of the World's Worst Invaders'.   

The North American mink has been widely introduced into the wild by the 

fur trade where they threaten a range of native species including many water birds. 

In the United Kingdom the water vole has suffered, since the American mink's 

introduction and competition from the unwanted newcomer has also played a 

major role in the catastrophic decline of the European mink which is now at risk of 

extinction in its mainland European home. 

Non-native Brushtail possums were widely and deliberately released into 

the wild in New Zealand to establish a future source of fur for the fur industry, 

leading to widespread damage to the ecosystem. The 

possums also compete with native species for space or 

resources resulting in the decline of species including the 

kiwi. The current use of poisons and traps to control 

possum populations kill many native species. 

Where South American coypus have been 

introduced they have caused significant damage to 

wetlands.  In coastal Louisiana, USA, coypu activity is 

currently adversely affecting 100,000 acres of 

internationally important marshland - a vital habitat for 

migratory birds. The muskrat (native to North America) 

has also been widely introduced by the fur trade and, like the coypu, this semi-

aquatic species can cause damage to wetlands as well as, for example, canals and 

dykes in the Netherlands. 

While the fur trade continues to reap the benefits from introducing these 

ecologically damaging species, natural ecosystems are becoming impoverished 

and species are declining as a result. 
 

Health and Safety Issues 

The environmental damage continues as the pelts are removed from the animal. As 

soon as this happens, decay sets in.  Chemicals such as formaldehyde are needed 

to prevent the animal skins from rotting and attack by the natural agents of decay 

including insects, bacteria and fungus. 

A cocktail of toxic substances are used to process and protect raw fur skins. 

These include solvents, acids, tannins, biocides, fungicides, dyes and 

bleaches.  Workers in the industry are at risk of skin complaints and eye irritation, 

cancer and even death.  While some fur processing still takes place in Europe, 

much of the industry has moved to developing countries such as China, due to 

their lower environmental standards and cheap labour.  

 In 1991, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) fined six fur  
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processing plants $2.2 million for the pollution they caused, citing them for 

hazardous waste violations and stating that ‘the solvents used in these operations 

may cause respiratory problems, and are listed as possible carcinogens’. 

 Chromium is used in the ‘chrome tanning’ process - a common method for 

dressing fur skins. It is widely considered to be toxic, and even carcinogenic.  In 

2003, children's toys and other retail items made with dog and cat fur and sold in 

Australia and Europe were found to contain toxic levels of chromium.   

Toluene, naphthalene, ethylene glycol, zinc and lead can all be used in the 

processing of furs and are, variously, known to be ‘reasonably anticipated to be a 

human carcinogen’, ‘probably carcinogenic to humans’ and ‘toxic’. The 

Encyclopaedia of Occupational Health and Safety states that ‘various chemicals 

used in the fur industry are potential skin irritants’.   

Little wonder then that the World Bank rates the fur dressing & dyeing 

industry one of the five worst industries for toxic metal pollution to the land.   
 

High Energy Consumption 

In addition, raw fur skins are transported from the factory farm or traplines to the 

fur processors and manufacturers via auction houses and finally to the fur retailer, 

clocking up thousands of ‘fur miles’ of energy costs along the way.  The total 

energy consumption of a fur coat is estimated to be at least 15 times that of a 

synthetic fur.  

To calculate the energy required to operate tanneries, the European 

Commission states ‘it is necessary to record the energy consumption for electricity, 

heat (steam and heating) and compressed air, particularly for the units with highest 

consumption, such as waste water treatment and drying procedures’. 

Energy is also consumed in running intensive animal farming operations. 

The Pew Charitable Trust and Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

note in a 2008 report that such systems are ‘almost entirely dependent on fossil 

fuels’. Petrol is also used by trappers to check their miles of traplines, to remove 

dead and dying animals and to reset the traps.  
 

Conclusion 

Mark Oaten, the ex-Member of Parliament, who now heads the International Fur 

Federation (IFF) – an organisation with a £20 million annual budget – says ‘We 

(the IFF) exist to communicate a factual image of the fur trade’. It is a pity that this 

factual quest ignores the damage to the environment caused by this callous 

industry. 

 When the fur trade in the Netherlands advertised, claiming fur was 

‘ecological' (they also said that the welfare of animals on fur factory farms was 

‘excellent'), the independent Dutch Advertising Standards Association said that the 

use of the word ‘ecological’ was both ‘misleading' and ‘improper'. The  judgement  
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concluded that the Dutch Fur Institute's attempt to take advantage of the public's 

increasing concern for the environment was ‘intolerable'. 

The fur trade has its own lexicon to describe its activities. For example, 

instead of slaughtering the tens of millions of animals a year to provide its raw 

materials, it ‘harvests’ a ‘crop’. This callous indifference to the animals that suffer 

as a result of the fur industry extends to the way it impacts on our environment. We 

should not be duped and need to face up to and stop the damage being done. 

Buying fur is not only cruel – it is harmful to the planet. 

 

For more information about any aspect of the fur trade or to help Respect for 

Animals with its campaign please visit www.respectforanimals.org or call 0115 

9525440. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wales  
1,424 badgers vaccinated 

Cost = £943,000 

 

 

£662 per badger 

 

England  
1,879 badgers killed 

 Culling cost = £6.3 million 

Policing cost = £3.5 million 

    Total cost = £9.8 million 

£5,215 per badger 

BADGER CULL RESULTS 2013 
From TB Free England - www.tbfreeengland.co.uk 

http://www.respectforanimals.org/
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IF YOU CARE ABOUT CLAUDE THE CAT - OR ANY ANIMAL -  

YOU SHOULD SUPPORT THE RSPCA 
 

In an article first published in the Independent and the I, on Monday 11 August 

2014, journalist Grace Dent wrote about why she thinks the RSPCA deserves to be 

given more power, not less.  Highlights of the article are reproduced here.   
 

W 
E APPEAR SET FOR another bout of anti-RSPCA braying this week in 

response to the story of the 16-year-old cat Claude, who was removed 

from the Byrnes family by an inspector and euthanised because of 

alleged ill-treatment....The image problem that the RSPCA suffers from, to my 

mind, stems from the fact that it is determined to use its 

brilliantly collected charity funds to turn the power of the 

law against men and women who hurt animals. This isn’t 

remotely a story about a scraggy cat called Claude. It’s 

just another opportunity to give the RSPCA a public 

drubbing. We seemingly had no problem with the charity 

in, say, the 1980s when it was the patron saint of pigeons 

and puppies left on rubbish dumps. Neither did we mind 

how it spent its funds as it brought prosecutions against 

the sort of scumbags who illegally fight dogs to the death 

in disused car-parks, or the youths who kill cats as a result of their suburban 

boredom.  
 

Criticism is all about Hunting 

Where the RSPCA overstepped the mark was, perhaps, in deciding that the law 

against fox-hunting was more than a political figment. It took it seriously. It requires 

a certain amount of brass balls to take on the Heythrop Hunt in Oxfordshire, 

favoured by the Chipping Norton residents, for their habit of breaking the law and 

continuing to kill foxes with packs of hounds. It seems like the Heythrop set 

considers the rule of law to apply only to the little disgusting urban person – and 

believe that the established country order should do what it pleases. 

 Because of its anti-fox-hunting activities, I hear frequently that the RSPCA is 

increasingly ‘political’, that it prosecutes fatuously and gets involved in things it has 

no business in, while frittering away the coins you stick in charity boxes by taking 

David Cameron’s former hunting associates to court out of pure pettiness. 

Obviously, at this point, one could suggest that if you want to stop the RSPCA 

yanking your chain about illegally harming animals, then you should stop harming 

the animals, but the problem with the fox-hunting aficionados, much like those who 

dog-fight or wallop a horse with a whip to make it win a race, is that they see their 

form of law-breaking as lucrative, rightful and fun.  

 

——————————

If you want to stop the 

RSPCA yanking your 

chain about illegally 

harming animals, then 

you should stop 

harming the animals. 

——————————

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2721385/RSPCA-cat-having-long-hair-Family-threatened-prison-didn-t-sign-consent-form-inspector-accused-animal-cruelty.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2721385/RSPCA-cat-having-long-hair-Family-threatened-prison-didn-t-sign-consent-form-inspector-accused-animal-cruelty.html
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Moving back to the tale of poor, very much loved, Claude, who was 

snatched by the RSPCA for having an insignificant fur tat near his right ear, the 

problem with our response to it is that a good number of people start to entertain 

the notion that the RSPCA has ‘too much power’. 
 

The RSPCA should have More Power, not Less 

As an animal-lover sickened on a daily basis by news of animal mistreatment, this 

feels like utter rot. I’m a firm believer the RSPCA should have more power. More 

strength to punish the thousands of idiots who purchase puppies each year before 

mistreating and abandoning them. (Approximately 4,000 Staffies are left at 

Battersea per year alone.) More power to enter properties and remove ‘beloved’ 

starving animals. More power to seize animals kept solely for breeding purposes. 

More brute force to prosecute people who hoard animals or leave horses outdoors 

in all weathers, or import tropical creatures to live miserably and die, or steal 

people’s pets to use as fighting ‘bait’, or simply get bored with their pet so move 

house and leave it to starve to death. 

The RSPCA, in very much the same manner as our police, has become an 

emergency service that it is fashionable to claim to mistrust and lack faith in, until 

the very moment one needs it – when suddenly they’re the first people to call. 

Anyone who thinks this charity has too much power cares very little for those with 

four paws. 
 

For the full article go to http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/comment/if-you-care

-about-claude-the-cat--or-any-animal--you-should-support-the-rspca-

9662167.html 
 

 

HAVE MERCY 

Sheila Brennan (CCA life member) 

 

I am sentient, just like you 

Feel pain, terror, loneliness too. 

Yet you keep me caged and penned 

To suffer misery till my life ends. 

What pleasure can man derive, 

Experimenting, while still alive. 

Crowds clap, show joy when blood spills, 

To the hunt, matador yell, kill, kill. 

Why is humanity so obscene? 

Perversion is surely man’s scheme. 

Yet out of this darkness and despair 

There are people who really care, 

Who legislate to protect us from harm, 

Make us safe from man’s brutal arm. 

Without us mankind cannot live. 

Spare us mercy and please give 

To animals wherever we may be, 

Your concern, then we will be free. 



RSPCA - Working for Animals since 1824 

Pages 31-32 





Animal Matters 
Above: Pig Rassling, at St Patrick’s Parish Church, Stephensville, Wisconsin 

Below: Hare Coursing, at Glin Coursimg Club, County Limerick, Ireland 

Page 33 
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 ANIMAL MATTERS 

Two serious animal cruelty matters have come to light in the last few months for 

which the Catholic Church has been criticised for condoning.  Catholic Concern for 

Animals supports the pressure groups who are campaigning against them.  

PIG RASSLING 

 The Global Conservation Group, Peta and others are campaigning against the 

cruel Pig Rassling practised by St Patrick’s Parish Church in Stephensville, 

Winsconsin, which is both illegal and cruel. On Sunday 10th August, 37 pigs were 

wrestled, punched in the face, kicked and body-slammed before being slaughtered - 

all for entertainment. Eye witnesses reported that the pigs were so exhausted and 

stressed afterwards that they struggled to make it back to their pens, where they had 

no water or shelter from the scorching sun.  

 Members of CCA-USA wrote to the organisers to ask them to reconsider the 

event, but were ignored (see page 52).  75,000 people signed the online petition, but 

the organisers of this event intend to hold the event again next year, throwing 

kindness and compassion to the wind.  The Global Conservation Group is now 

taking legal action to stop this. 
 

HARE COURSING 

 The Irish Council Against Blood Sports (ICABS) has lodged a complaint with 

the Catholic Bishop of Limerick, Brendan Leahy, about the recent BLESSING by a 

Catholic priest of a hare coursing field at Glin Coursing club in County Limerick.  

ICABS points out that this is a gross misuse of a blessing and that is in direct 

contravention of the official Catechism of the Catholic Church which states that ‘it is 

contrary to human dignity to cause animals to suffer and die needlessly’.  

 They also point to the part of the Catechism which says that ‘animals are 

God's creatures. He surrounds them with his providential care. By their mere 

existence they bless him and give him glory. Thus men owe them kindness’.  The 

event is even more inappropriate, because it took place on World Animal Day which 

is also the feast day of St Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of animals.  

 The hares used were trapped from the wild in nets, kept captive and used as 

bait to run before two greyhounds. Hares that are struck by the dogs can be mauled 

and severely injured, resulting in death. Every year, hares die at coursing meetings 

from such maulings, and every hare is subjected to stress and terror. A petition can 

be signed at: www.change.org/p/petition-to-ban-horrific-hare-coursing-cruelty-in-

ireland 

 
‘It is not only the cause of animals, their welfare and protection, which is here advocated.  It is 

the cause also of the good name of the Catholic Church, often attacked and seldom defended 

in this matter of the proper treatment of animals.’ Dom Ambrose Agius OSB (The Ark, Feb 1937) 
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MALTA’S BIRDS UPDATE  

In the last edition of The Ark Mark McCormick wrote about the League Against 

Cruel Sports’ campaign to end the shooting of migratory birds in Malta. In April last 

year he joined a team from the League, made up of campaigners and investigators, 

as they made their way to Malta, along with wildlife expert and League Vice 

President, Bill Oddie, to witness and learn about spring hunting. In September this 

year he returned to Malta with another team from the League to make a film about 

autumn hunting. 

BY MARK McCORMICK 

T 
EN THOUSAND HUNTERS on the islands can legally shoot unlimited numbers of 

birds, including turtle dove, quail, skylark and song thrush for a five month 

period between September and January. Illegal hunting also takes place 

during this period with many rare species being blasted from the sky in a hail of lead 

shot.  

 As this year’s hunting season got underway a number of disgraceful 

shootings of protected and rare birds led to an unprecedented move by the Maltese 

Prime Minister to close the autumn hunting season from 20th September until 

10th October.  These dates were specifically chosen as this is when peak migration 

of many of the protected species occurs on the islands. The response to the closing of 

the hunting season during this period resulted in an explosive and violent reaction 

from the hunting community. Hundreds of hunters took part in an illegal protest in 

the capital, Valletta, hurling abuse and bottles at government supporters and also 

assaulting journalists attempting to cover the protest. Not long after this illegal 

protest, a group of around thirty hunters attacked a group of birdwatchers who were 

enjoying the beautiful sight of migratory birds making their way inland to roost. 

Despite the pleas of the birdwatchers, pointing out that there were women and a 

child amongst them, the hunters hurled rocks the size of a fist which resulted in 

injuries. The birdwatchers were then chased and surrounded but a number of Maltese 

people gathered around the birdwatchers to protect them until the riot police arrived.   
  

Referendum to Ban Spring Hunting 

This tactic is not gelling well with the Maltese people. Everyone we spoke to were 

absolutely furious at the actions of the hunters. With a referendum to ban spring 

hunting coming up in 2015, I am certain that the actions of the hunters will act as the 

catalyst for people to come out and vote - and relegate this massacre of migratory 

birds to the history books once and for all.  

 However, regardless of what laws, rules or curfews are in place, some hunters 

are absolutely determined to break the law and stick to their motto – ‘if it flies, it 

dies’. Our darkest day was on the 30th September. A short-toed eagle was sighted as 

it landed in Malta during its migration to roost before continuing on its  journey.   
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These birds are a rare visitor to Malta, and whilst we were very excited to see such a 

beautiful creature, the species is highly sought after for illegal taxidermy collections. 

We were concerned for the safety of the bird and our friends at BirdLife Malta had 

organised a watch to safeguard it during the night. But tragically, despite our best 

efforts, at 6.24am, two shots were fired from the area where the eagle was resting. A 

member of the League’s team was there at this moment and footage was captured of 

the distressing moments following the gun shots. The police were immediately 

informed, and arrived at the scene to investigate shortly after. The short-toed eagle 

was never seen again.  

 In reaction to the targeting of the short-toed eagle the League announced that  

it was offering a €2,000 reward for evidence that leads to the conviction of anyone 

supplying illegally shot birds for taxidermy. The reasons for this are twofold. One is 

that we are obviously outraged at this incident and the other is that the main driver 

for illegal killing of rare birds, such as the short-toed eagle, is taxidermy, with such 

rarities featuring high on the wish-list of many hunters or collectors.  
 

Keep Supporting Malta 

I am completely opposed to any notion of boycotting Malta. It is a small minority of 

people that are shooting the birds and so why should we hold the entire nation to 

ransom because of the actions of a few? And let’s take a look at what the Maltese 

people ARE doing in response to the issue. They are forcing a referendum to ban 

spring hunting; the main newspapers in Malta joined forces to declare their support 

for banning spring hunting and, because of the cases of illegal activity at the start of 

this hunting season, the government introduced a blanket ban on all shooting until 

peak migration ended. We should be applauding the Maltese people for the actions 

they have taken against the persecution of raptors and migratory birds. If you want to 

really help end the persecution of migratory birds in Malta then you need to support 

the Maltese people in their efforts to address this problem. Support our friends at 

Birdlife Malta and the Committee Against Bird Slaughter and please support the 

work of the League Against Cruel Sports.  

 If I can end this article on one further note… Just prior to our visit the 

Auxiliary Bishop of Malta, Charles Scicluna, joined birdwatchers at Buskett at the 

same site where some of them were attacked by hunters just 24 hours after the 

incident. Speaking to the media in solidarity with the birdwatchers he said, ‘I 

encourage people to appreciate nature as God's gift, take care of it and enjoy it so 

that the heritage of nature will continue in time. Remember the words of Jesus, 

“Look at the birds in the sky”. It fills me with a sense of responsibility; that we need 

to take care of these creatures. The Lord gave us the role of stewardship, not to 

destroy, but to take care of them.’ 
 

During the League’s visit to Malta they recorded a number of video dairies 

which can be viewed on their website at  www.league.org.uk/malta 

http://www.league.org.uk/malta
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ARE HUMANS BETTER THAN ANIMALS? 

ARE WE DIFFERENT, OR JUST ANOTHER SPECIES? 
 

We particularly want to encourage young people to contribute articles to The Ark, 

so we are delighted to present this excellent essay by Thomas Valley, aged 14, 

which he wrote for his RS studies at Manchester Grammar School.  In it he 

considers whether humans really are different from other animals. 
 

BY THOMAS VALLEY 

 

H 
UMAN ATTITUDES TO ANIMALS have been governed traditionally by social, 

religious and philosophical ideas rather than scientific ones. As science 

has advanced, these attitudes have been modified. This essay considers 

whether or not humans should now simply be viewed as another kind of animal or 

whether they have some quality which elevates them over other species in a 

particular way.  
 

The Traditional View 

Mankind, in its earliest days, had two kinds of relationship to animals. The first 

humans were hunters who saw animals as prey and also as dangerous predators 

against which defences needed to be made. Later in history humans domesticated 

animals, and began to farm them for meat and milk, use them as work animals, and 

have them as pets or companions.  In both these cases humans viewed animals as 

objects or instruments for their use. These attitudes became encoded in religious 

and philosophical texts.  

The Hebrew Bible, which was written in the period of the Bronze Age 

and Iron Age, sees man in Genesis as put in charge of animals and all the Earth: 

Genesis 1:26-28 - King James Version (KJV) 
 

26 And God said; Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the 

cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 

earth. 
27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male 

and female created he them. 
28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, ‘Be fruitful, and multiply, and 

replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 

over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth’. 
 

 This view was not restricted to the Jews. Other cultures had much the same 

view. In Ancient Greece, Aristotle gave a philosophical basis for this by arguing 

that humans were superior to other animals due to their exclusive ability to reason. 

Mainstream Christianity adopted the same view.  As Professor Andrew Linzey,  
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Director of the Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics, said: ‘The dominant tradition 

denied that animals have immortal souls, mind, reason, moral status or rights. It is 

even worse than the tradition's view of women and gays!’  

Later philosophers and scientists came up with other ways in which they 

thought humans were superior to other animals.  These included physical and 

mental characteristics or behaviours that were thought to have been exclusive to 

humans. Physically, humans were supposed to 

consistently walk on two legs, have exclusive 

specialisation of the thumb and fingers, and have a 

differently-sized cortex to other animals, suggesting a 

more complex brain.  On the mental side, humans were 

thought to be more intelligent than any other animal, and 

have the ability to think rationally.  Traditionally, man 

was also defined as ‘The Tool-maker’, who didn’t just use 

what was around him, but altered and added objects to 

make them more useful.  This tied in with an apparently 

‘unique’ ability to adapt to new surroundings, which 

together built up an image of man as an exceptional and superior being.  

All of this backed up the idea of man being given ‘dominion’ over all 

other animals in Genesis. This idea was accepted for a very long time, until science 

began performing experiments in the 20th century that found that the truth was very 

different. 
 

Modern Scientific Developments that Question this View 

Over the years, scientists exploded, one by one, some of the widely-accepted 

assumptions about animals. Dr Arthur Saniotis, Visiting Research Fellow at the 

University of Adelaide’s School of Medical Sciences, said: ‘For millennia, all 

kinds of authorities from religion to scholars have been repeating the same idea ad 

nauseam, that humans are exceptional by virtue that they are the smartest in the 

animal kingdom.  However, science tells us that animals can have cognitive 

faculties that are superior to human beings’. 

 Firstly, it was thought that humans had the heaviest and most complex 

brains out of all the other animals, which was supposed to show their superior 

intelligence. However, it has been discovered that humans do not have the heaviest 

brains and that their nerve centre is only slightly more complex than that of other 

animals. Another thing that people said was that there were certain behaviours, 

emotions and abilities that man had that animals didn’t and could never have.  But 

in the late 20th century, tests on animals in captivity and in the wild showed that 

man was less unique than previously thought. 
 

————————— 

‘We must now 

redefine 'man', 

redefine 'tool', or 

accept chimpanzees 

as humans.’ 

Louis Leakey 

————————— 
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Tool Making and Intelligence 

For many years people thought that what made 

man different from animals was that man used 

and made tools. However, Jane Goodall, a 

world-renowned primatologist, did extensive 

research into chimpanzees and studied them 

for a long time, starting in Africa in the 1960s. 

She found that numerous things thought to be 

exclusively done by humans could also be 

done by other animals, for example that 

chimpanzees, orang-utans and gorillas could all learn sign language. 

But the most important discovery of Goodall, who was dubbed ‘the 

woman who redefined man’, was that apes can use tools, which was displayed 

before her by one adult male she had named David Greybeard: ‘I saw that he was 

picking little pieces of grass and using them to fish termites from their underground 

nest.  And not only that - he would sometimes pick a leafy twig and strip the leaves - 

modifying an object to make it suitable for a specific purpose - the beginning of tool

-making. The reason this was so exciting and such a breakthrough is, at that time, it 

was thought that humans, and only humans, used and made tools. When I was at 

school, we were defined as man, the toolmaker. So that when Louis Leakey, my 

mentor, heard this news, he said, "Ah, we must now redefine 'man', redefine 'tool', 

or accept chimpanzees as humans’. 

Another example of animals that use tools and intelligent thinking are the 

members of the crow family. These corvids are smarter than most mammals, and 

can perform tasks three and four-year old children have difficulty with. Scientists 

say that, while having very different brain structures, both crows and primates use a 

combination of mental tools, including imagination and the anticipation of possible 

future events, to solve similar problems. Tests have found that Caledonian crows 

can use up to three tools sequentially to get food.  The University of Oxford’s 

Behavioural Ecology Research Group said that these are the first animals to do so 

after humans.  Rooks can also use stones to raise the level of water in a vessel to 

bring a floating worm into reach.  This intelligence and tool-using has also been 

observed in everyday life.  Carrion crows in urban areas have learnt to use road 

traffic for cracking nuts. They drop nuts on roads by crossings. Then they wait at 

the crossings, watching the traffic, so that when the flow of traffic stops they can 

retrieve the nuts they had dropped there earlier that have been crushed by the cars. 

 Another interesting thing found by Goodall is that chimps can learn 

to use a computer, and can become better than humans at solving complex puzzles. 

One chimpanzee named Ai who lives in captivity in Japan, is hooked on her 
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laptop, and even asks for another try when she plays badly, just for the sake of 

improving her score: ‘She does very complex tasks, and… the amazing thing about 

this female is she doesn't like making mistakes. If she has a bad run, and her score 

isn't good, she'll come and reach up and tap on the glass -- because she can't see 

the experimenter - asking to have another go.  She's already concentrated hard for 

20 minutes or so, and now she wants to do it all over again, just for the 

satisfaction of having done it better.  She does get a tiny reward, like one raisin for 

a correct response - but she will do it for nothing. So here we are, a chimpanzee 

using a computer.’  

 This shows that not only humans use tools, and that many animals are as 

intelligent (and some if not more) when it comes to problem solving, all of which 

begins to chip away at the age-old idea of man being a unique and superior being. 

 

Socialiability 

Humans are thought to be uniquely social animals, but so, it has been found, are 

many others.  Monkeys live in groups and exhibit pro-social behaviour. Red 

Colobus monkeys socialize with members of other species, grooming others as a 

sign of friendliness and respect.  Baboons are also highly social, sometimes 

playing with neighbouring groups of chimpanzees.  Many animals also know the 

value of elders in their group. For example, in African elephant tribes matriarchs 

remain the leaders of the group until they die, which is often in their 60s or 70s.  It 

has also been shown that the elephant groups with older matriarchs are more 

effective at fighting off predatory lions, possibly because of the bonus of having 

someone with a lot of experience or someone who has the respect of others and 

who they trust to make the right decisions. 

 

Emotion 

There are many emotions that were thought to be only felt by humans. However, 

research into the lives of apes can lead them to display emotions similar to those 

that humans experience.  Apes share many of the characteristics that were once 

thought to be too complex for animals to feel, such as deep sadness, loneliness and 

grief when they have suffered the death of a parent or their young, and some even 

reconcile after fights.  Conservationist Damian Aspinall said ‘apes feel joy, love, 

and sadness. When you get to know them, you start to understand that they have 

their own personalities. You realise how much apes and humans share. They love 

each other as we do.  They feel complex emotions such as loyalty and jealousy’.   

 Aspinall believes apes should be given human rights. Many animals also 

mate for life, for example most bird species will only choose another partner after 

their mate has died.  
 



40 

THE ARK              SPRING 2015 

Communication 

For a long time humans have prided themselves on having superior language skills 

to other animals, however this has been found to be far from exclusive to humans.  

Gibbons, for example, can produce 20 varied sounds which each have a clearly 

different meaning that allows them to communicate with each other.  Dolphins 

have a very intricate and sophisticated language that can be used to avoid violence 

or  confrontation. The common bottlenose dolphin has 14 sonically-distinct social 

signals, and can ‘burst-pulse’ as a way to avoid possible aggression in situations. 

Dolphins emit these strident sounds, for example, when in the presence of other 

individuals moving towards the same prey, forcing the least dominant mammal to 

quickly move away in order to avoid confrontation, according to scientist Bruno 

Díaz of the Bottlenose Dolphin Research Institute (BDRI) on the island of 

Sardinia. 

 Maciej Henneberg, a professor of anthropological and comparative 

anatomy from the University of Adelaide’s School of Medical Sciences, believes 

animals often possess different abilities that are misunderstood by humans. She 

said:    The fact that they [animals] may not understand us, while we do not 

understand them, does not mean our ‘intelligences’ are at different levels, they are 

just of different kinds. When a foreigner tries to communicate with us using an 

imperfect, broken, version of our language, our impression is that they are not 

very intelligent. But the reality is quite different.’ 

It seems that humans have always defined language as the way we use it. 

However, animals can communicate, sometimes with very sophisticated systems.  

But because they don’t use language in the exact way humans do, we ignore it or 

say it is less complex or developed than our own.  In reality all language is equally 

useful, but some just work differently to what we are used to. 

 

Co-operation 

Elephants are very smart animals, and can be better than humans when they have 

to work together.  A Cambridge study found that elephants can learn to coordinate 

in a task that required the pair to simultaneously pull two ends of the same rope in 

order to obtain a reward.  Not only did they act effectively together, but if their 

partner was delayed, they waited for up to 45 seconds. 

There is also old footage from 1937 from the Y erkes Primate Centre 

where chimpanzees are trained to cooperate. In a test with two chimps, where 

there is a box with food on which is too heavy to be pulled by one chimp alone, 

the two each grab a rope and synchronise their efforts, pulling at the same time 

until the box reaches them and they get the food.  In a similar test, two chimps 

must pull a heavy box together to bring in some food to them.  However, this time,  
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one of them has already been fed, and so doesn’t need to work for more food. The 

footage shows the fed chimp being distracted while at the task, and the other 

hungry chimp pulling him back to the rope and making him pull the box. There are 

two interesting parts of that test.  Firstly, the hungry chimp understands the need 

for a partner in order to bring the box over, and that they cannot do it alone.  

Secondly, the chimp that has been fed still pulls the box over, even though he 

doesn’t want the food.  This is because of reciprocity.  There is a lot of evidence 

that primates and other animals return favours and so the fed chimp knows that, if 

he pulls this box over for the hungry chimp, then, in the future, he will get 

something in return.  This shows that animals do not, as people thought long ago, 

only think about the present and about themselves.  They can also think of others 

and plan ahead when they do things. Many different species of animals are capable 

of co-operating to perform a task, and they know how to communicate with their 

partner to make the task easier for both parties. 

 

Empathy and Compassion 

Anyone who's had a long-time pet knows that animals can be unbelievably attuned 

to humans' states of emotional and physical well-being.  Studies have shown that 

dogs yawn more in response to their owners’ yawns than other humans’ yawns – 

which suggests that dogs are empathetic towards their owners.  In one study, 

Carolyn Zahn-Waxler from the US National Institute of Mental Health had 

intended to examine young children's emotional responses to family members' 

emotions.  What she found was that when an adult feigned distress, their pets often 

demonstrated more signs of concern than the adult’s children did.  In 1964, Jules 

Masserman found, in a now-famous study, that Rhesus monkeys refused to pull a 

chain that would deliver them food if doing so would hurt another monkey.  One 

monkey avoided pulling the chain for 12 days to avoid hurting a companion.  

  

Morality and Ethics 

Fundamentally, in addition to the tool-making, co-ordination and language, 

humans were thought to be different from animals because of their morality and 

ethics.  Frans de Waal, a Dutch primatologist, says the two pillars of morality are 

Reciprocity and Empathy, which have both been displayed by pets, as well as the 

monkeys from the Yerkes footage and the Capuchin monkeys in the unequal pay 

test.  That means that some animals do have a sense of something like morality 

which was thought to be one of the defining characteristics which made humans 

special.  Test by test, we seem to be seeing the steady erosion of the idea that 

people are special and superior beings. 
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Conclusion 

Many of the old definitions on what makes humans special have been proved not 

to be valid.  Experiments have shown that animals use and make tools.  They 

interact with their environment to alter it to their 

advantage, as with the crows using cars to crack nuts.  

They have been shown to use their own systems of 

language which, in the case of dolphins, can be 

sophisticated.  Chimps, gorillas and orangutans can learn 

human sign language. Chimps can play computer games 

on laptops, sometimes faster than humans.  Apes share 

many of the emotions we think of as human and exhibit 

the sense of reciprocity (fairness) and empathy 

(compassion) which philosophers see as the basis for 

morality.  Some animals appear to have an extra sense of 

empathy over humans; a cat named Oscar at a Rhode Island nursing home 

predicted the deaths of close to 50 elderly individuals by planting himself on their 

beds just hours before they died. 

At present, however, there remain a number of qualities which appear 

still to be special to humans. These include superior and infinitely more varied 

language, the ability to write, and the capacity to think abstractly. Humans have 

superior organizational skills. Along with these behaviours there are many more 

complex emotions and states that we can understand the concept of.  For 

example, we can understand time and our relation to everything in time, we 

understand humour and can make jokes, we are self-conscious, and care what 

others think of us, and we strive to be different from everyone else, and try to 

define who we are as individuals.  We keep a record of history, and we are 

interested in what came before us and how who we are today was affected by 

who our ancestors were many years ago.  We are aware of death, and understand 

and fear what will ultimately happen to us.  We wonder where we come from, 

what was before us, and what might be after our time.  We create religion and 

culture, and we look for meaning to our lives. 

In the future it is possible that more sophisticated experiments will show 

that animals also share some of these characteristics.  But it is also possible that 

some of these are beyond the capacity of animals.  Only time will tell.  But what 

is clear is that some of our old cultural attitudes to animals need to be revised. 

Science has shown that that all mammals at least experience, not just physical 

pain, but also mental suffering, including fear, foreboding, shock, trauma, stress, 

distress, anticipation, and terror – all states previously regarded as exclusive to 

human beings. 

 

————————- 

What is clear is 

that some of our 

old cultural 

attitudes to 

animals need to be 

revised.  

————————

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/7129952/Cat-predicts-50-deaths-in-RI-nursing-home.html
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Professor Andrew Linzey has suggested that this requires a new 

theology.  The idea in Genesis that man has been given dominion over the 

animals is not the same as man being made a despot over animals. Genesis also 

contains the idea that humankind are stewards of creation with the duty to look 

after the earth and its creatures and hand them on to the next generation in a good 

or better state.  ‘Dominion is not a licence for tyranny,’ he said in a sermon at 

Westminster Abbey in 2011. 

He also suggests that theologians have misused the idea that all humans 

are made in the image of God when they suggest that it makes people superior to 

animals.  In the New Testament Jesus shows a different model of what it means to 

be God.  He is the God who is not master but servant.  This means that humans 

should not be despots over animals but serve them.  We need to stop thinking of 

animals as instruments, objects, machines, tools and commodities and see them 

instead as fellow creatures.  He says: ‘To think that animals can be defined by 

what they do for us, or how they meet our needs, is profoundly un-theological’. 

Our power over animals, he concludes, is a power to care, not to exploit.  

All these recent experiments with animals show that we really ought to show 

them more respect than people have in past centuries. 

 

 

COULD YOU BE AN ARK  

YOUNG WRITER? 

 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR CONTRIBUTIONS FROM YOUNG PEOPLE OF 

SCHOOL AGE TO PUBLISH IN THE ARK. 

 

Max 1,200 - 1,500 words 
 

If you qualify and have an article you wish to share with Ark readers, please 

email it to: 
 

The Editor at 

BarbaraAtTheArk@gmail.com 
 

We look forward to hearing from you! 
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MEMBERSHIP SECTION 

We gladly welcome into the ARK: 

New Life Members 

MR PHILIP CHAKKO of Hornchurch, Essex 
MR ROBERT COPLAND of Hornchurch, Essex 
MR MARSHALL HOPKINS of Poringland, Norfolk 
MR MARK AND MRS SHARON RICHARDS of Carmarthenshire 
DAVID AMESS MP, JON CRUDDAS MP, JOHN PUGH MP 

 
New Annual Members 

MRS FAITH BOWERS of Llandegfan, Anglesey 
FR MICHAEL JOHNSTON, Our Lady of the Rosary, Marylebone, London 
MISS J B MACIEJNA of London SW5 
MRS FRANCES MACIEJNA of London SW11 
MR MARTIN O’BRIEN, Old Kentish Town, London 
MS MARY REMNANT of Chelsea, London 
MRS C SNOW of Bognor Regis, West Sussex 

 

WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT CCA TO HELP ANIMALS 
 

 Gift subscription - give a fr iend, or  your  par ish pr iest, the gift of a 
year’s membership of CCA, with three issues of The Ark, for £20. 

 Distribute copies of The Ark - available from the General Secretary, 
Chris Fegan at chrisfegancca@gmail.com, 07817 730472. 

 Copies in your church - with permission, display several copies of each 
issue of The Ark at the back of your church for sale or to give away. 

 Bidding Prayers - ask for the occasional Bidding Prayer for animals, for 
an end to cruelty, and a blessing on all people who help them. 

 Insert our website address in your  par ish bulletin/newsletter : 
www.catholic-animals.org, with a brief description of our work. 
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LETTER FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

 

Dear Friends, 

 Winter has arrived overnight and the squirrels are banging on the window 

for their nuts and treats: too early for Scottish shortbread, that will come in 

January when we’ve had enough ourselves.  Even though people tell me squirrels 

are rats with bushy tails (they’re not!) I can’t resist their pleas, as if they haven’t 

eaten for days, when they can hardly balance their fat little bodies on the garden 

chair backs.  When it comes to squirrels I am not colourist, and cannot understand 

the will to eliminate greys instead of red squirrels.  How many animals are judged 

to be kept alive merely by their colour?  Given the chance and lack of food they 

will certainly gnaw at trees, but then so will deer and other animals.  I’ve heard 

people say, ‘the squirrels will chew through all the wiring in your house’,  but 

I’ve not yet met anyone who has been that unfortunate. 

 My crow family are – or should be – preparing for winter, yet they 

probably don’t know the difference as they are fed by me throughout the year.  I 

put out cheese, neatly cubed, every day, but they don’t get all of it, as the 

magpies, not nearly as cautious, whizz down and pick up a share. 

 I have been watching the crows for years: they appear to feel safe in our 

garden, and send their young down for scraps.  If their young are cautious they fly 

away and leave it to deal with the magpies.  Whenever I see birds I think of all 

those who are kept in cages and those that are shot, and of the people who think 

‘they don’t feel a thing’.  Really?  Are they made of wood, then? 

 I am an avid reader of Thomas Hardy’s novels and poems.  Although 

Hardy was baptised an Anglican, he had little time for pious Christians who were 

cruel to animals or cared little for their feelings and welfare, and it is thought this 

was the reason he became an agnostic.  

 His poems on animals are often heart-breaking, as in Bags of Meat about 

cows at an auction, and The Mongrel about a man who can’t pay his tax, so has to 

drown his dog; he throws a stick into the ‘ebbing tide’ and the dog jumps in.  

What follows should bring a tear to your eye.   

 Soon it will be that magical, wonderful time that is Christmas when I can 

put away my computer for a week (well, a day or two) and prepare to sing about 

the birth of our Saviour at church, while I’m thinking of all his fierce and gentle 

creatures and how much he loves those as well. 

 

Frances Chalk 
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CCA MEMBERSHIP FORM 2015 
Registered Charity No 231022 

 

Life membership £200; Annual membership £20 

Please send the completed page to the Membership Secretary (not your bank): 

Frances Chalk-CCA, 26 The Fairway, Upminster, Essex, RM14 1BS. 
 

CCA-USA Readers in the USA cannot be member s but their  donations are 

 welcome:  suggested: life affiliation $175, annual $25.  Send to CCA -USA, 

7222 Elizabeth Avenue, Rockaway Beach, NY 116952 or contact  718-474-1705 

www.facebook.com/cca.usa.branch Paypal: cca.usa.branch@gmail.com 
 

I wish to join / renew / become a life member / & donate (please circle) 

Please EITHER send a cheque (made out to ‘CCA’) 
            OR complete the following Bankers Order Form. 

Please tick this box for the Gift Aid scheme if you pay UK Income Tax 

or Capital Gains tax.   

 

NAME & ADDRESS (in block capitals please ) (Rev / Mr  / Mrs / Ms / ……...) 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………….Post/zip code: ………………………. 

Email address:…………………………………………………………………….. 

DATE…………………….SIGNED:…………………………………………….. 

Bankers Order Form 

To (name of your Bank/Building Society)………………………………………….. 

Bank’s Address …………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………..Post Code …………………………. 

My account number is………………………..Sort Code …………………………. 

I would like to give the sum of £………….. on the 1st day of each month / year 

Starting on ……....…/……….… (month / year) until further notice in writing, to 

Account number 00006345 of Catholic Concern for Animals, at Cafcash (40-52-40), 

Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent, ME19 4TA 
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NOWZAD DOGS 

 

Attendees of the CCA AGM were honoured to hear the inspiring and moving tale of 

NowZad Dogs, described first hand by its founder and leader, Royal Marine, Pen 

Farthing.  Here is a brief history of this impressive organisation. 

 

K 
ILO COMPANY OF 42 COMMANDO Royal Marines arrived in the war torn town 

of Now Zad in Helmand Province of Afghanistan in November 2006. Their 

mission was to provide stability for the local people during a period of ever 

decreasing security. 

The Royal Marines soon realised that it wasn’t only the local people that 

needed their help. Many of the stray dogs that roamed the town of Now Zad now had 

a guardian for the first time in their lives, in the form of Royal Marine Sergeant 

‘Pen’ Farthing. Breaking up an organised dog fight that was taking place right 

outside their remote compound, Pen never realised that one of those fighting dogs 

would then befriend him. The Royal Marine couldn’t say no to those big sad eyes 

and the now very former fighting dog became the Royal Marines’ four legged buddy 

and got a name Nowzad. 
 

NowZad Charity 

The ‘tail’ of the rescue of Nowzad and his other canine buddies from the remote 

desert outpost of Now Zad, was published as a best-selling book One Dog at a Time, 

which helped to promote and fund the running of the Nowzad Dogs charity which 

was formed in May 2007.  Nowzad Dogs is a registered charity in England and 

Wales and is also a registered non-profit in the state of Illinois, USA. 

 The aim of the charity is to improve the welfare of the animals of 

Afghanistan; which includes humanely reducing the stray dog population which, in 

turn, will reduce the incidents of canine rabies, provide animal welfare education for 

the Afghan people and develop training programmes to improve the lives of working 

animals.  Nowzad has now helped over 650 soldiers serving in Afghanistan to be 

reunited back in their home countries (USA, UK, Canada, Italy, South Africa, 

Australia, Holland and Germany) with the dogs or cats they rescued from the front 

lines of Afghanistan. Nowzad Dogs operates the only official animal shelter in 

Afghanistan, located just outside of Kabul, and supported by a small animal clinic 

headed up by ex-pat Louise and her team of Afghan nationals. 
 

Trap, Neuter & Release 

The Soviet Invasion, Taliban rule and the on-going conflict have all left their 

mark on a weary Afghanistan.  The stray dog population of the major cities in 

Afghanistan has steadily grown due to the complete lack of any investment in an 

organised or effective stray dog population control programme. This has led to an 

increase in the outbreak of canine rabies which has sadly proved fatal for the Afghan  
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nationals who have come into contact with the disease. 

The Nowzad Dogs team were determined to implement a wide reaching 

humane trap, neuter, vaccinate and release programme in Afghanistan.  Starting in 

Kabul they are demonstrating to the authorities that a stray dog, once neutered and 

vaccinated against rabies, and then returned to the area it was taken from, is an 

effective and humane method of reducing the dog population, while also 

dramatically reducing human exposure to rabies. The team is working hard to 

educate the local Afghan children on the best techniques to avoid contact with feral 

dogs whilst promoting the benefits of animal welfare. 
 

Vet Training 

The Nowzad shelter and clinic prides itself on being able to provide some of the 

best medical care currently available for animals in Afghanistan.  They employ one 

full-time vet and two part-time vets (one of whom is probably the first female vet in 

Afghanistan) who have all completed five years of training at Kabul University. To 

ensure that they are kept up to date with modern medicine and techniques, several 

times a year, guest western vets volunteer their time to come to Kabul and work 

alongside the vets in the Nowzad clinic. 

Mayhew International who have very kindly funded the trips of Dr 

Mohammad Zai to the Nowzad clinic to assist with training. The experience gained 

by the vets is invaluable and has enabled Nowzad to ensure that, unless there is a 

valid medical reason not to, all cats and dogs are neutered/spayed on arrival at the 

shelter. Nowzad will continue to work with Mayhew International in the future and 

help to bring education and experience to Afghan Vets. 
 

Horses and Donkeys 

Nowzad vets are learning how to take care of and manage two donkeys with the 

aim of writing an education programme that can be delivered on the streets of 

Kabul, to deal with minor health issues that street working donkeys and horses 

face.  Samson and Rosie are now regular fixtures walking around the fields near the 

Nowzad clinic. Samson is always walked on a lead with Rosie happy to plod 

immediately behind. 

 Nowzad’s goal is to expand the number of rescued donkeys, including 

improving the standard of stabling, ensuring the donkeys continue to be exposed to 

human contact to allow practical workshops for the Kabul veterinary university 

students.  

www.nowzad.com 



NowZad Dogs  
Top right - Founder, Pen Farthing 

Pages 47 - 48 



 

Animals In War - Memorial Service 
Above (from left to right) - Chris Fegan (CCA General Secretary), Samantha Chandler  

(ASWA Secretary), Pen Farthing (NOWZAD Dogs), Rev. Helen Hall (Chair ASWA),  
Rev. Prof. Martin Henig (Vice Chair ASWA), Frances Chalk (CCA Membership Secretary)  

and Pat Chalk (CCA Treasurer) - Page 49 
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THEY HAD NO CHOICE 

 

O 
N SUNDAY 9TH NOVEMBER at 3.00pm we attended the Service of 

Remembrance for Animals in War, held each year at the Animals in War 

Memorial in Park Lane and organised by the Anglican Society for the 

Welfare of Animals (ASWA). 

The Memorial itself is a wonderful tribute to the suffering animals endured 

during, mainly, the First World War, serving the armies in battle.  The animals 

involved included mainly horses and mules but also dogs, camel, elephants and 

pigeons.  In most cases the suffering was great, and millions of horses died of their 

wounds and many were shot when they were no longer needed.  There are lots of 

facts and figures on the internet about this subject, but at the Service of 

Remembrance there was a very real feeling of acknowledgement, gratitude and 

love for all the animals involved.  Several people were moved to tears. 

ASWA’s Rev. Helen Hall led the Service, and there were three readings, 

including one from our General Secretary, Chris Fegan, and one from ‘Warhorse’- 

and three hymns.  We had our two minute silence, then the animal charities 

present, along with some individuals, laid wreaths, and Rev. Prof. Martin Henig 

said the Blessing. 

If you have never been to the Memorial I would suggest you make a special 

‘pilgrimage’ to this amazing place on the edge of Hyde Park, in Park Lane.  It’s an 

unexpected joy in the middle of what may be the busiest and most traffic filled 

road in London.  At one point during the service there were several police sirens 

going at once and the screeching was almost deafening.  Then I thought, ‘It was the 

same for the animals; they heard the shouting and guns but could do nothing in 

their fear’.  As it is engraved on the Memorial, They had no choice. 

Frances Chalk 

 

 

CALLING ALL UK ARK READER’S 
 

ACTION BEFORE UK GENERAL ELECTION - MAY 2015 

 

Now is the time to act to get animals on the agenda of UK politics.  Please write 

to the main candidates in your constituency telling them that you care about 

animals and asking them what they will do to stop cruelty to animals.  Tell them 

that your vote may depend on how they reply.  Please also tell them if there is 

any specific action you would like them to take for animals - Thank you! 
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NATIONAL OFFENDER MANAGEMENT SERVICE (NOMS ) 

WILDLIFE AWARDS 

 

I 
 WAS DELIGHTED TO BE on the steering group this year for the above award, 

which is jointly sponsored by Catholic Concern for Animals and Anglican 

Society for the Welfare of Animals (ASWA). 

 The standard of entries was very high in all categories of the competition 

and the overall winner was chosen as HMPY OI Hollesley Bay in Suffolk. The 

awards were to be presented by the Catholic Bishop of East Anglia, Bishop Alan 

Hopes, and I was very pleased to attend the awards ceremony in the company of 

CCA General Secretary, Chris Fegan and ASWA Secretary, Samantha Chandler 

and her husband Henry. 

 The award ceremony was very well attended and excellent speeches were 

made by the Bishop Hopes, Chris Fegan and also the Prison Governor. We were 

then shown around the project and met some of the inmates who had worked on it. 

I have to say that the project, which included working with the RSPB on some 

elements, was truly inspiring and was a true example of the benefits of the awards 

with the scheme entitled ‘Recovery through Nature’ which helps prisoners with 

alcohol or drug problems to assist their recovery and rehabilitation. 

 The animals also benefited greatly with stag beetles being supported but 

also an adder pit in the project. It was great to see such normally unloved species 

as snakes being supported, encouraged and looked after.  

 Overall, the project was magnificent and it demonstrated a true partnership 

between CCA, ASWA and the Ministry of Justice in supporting their individual 

and joint objectives.  I am looking forward to the next round of applications and 

the continuation of this excellent project. 

Pat Chalk 
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LETTER FROM CCA-AUSTRALIA 

Dear Friends, 

 Since my last letter we have had one or two lively meetings to discuss basic 

questions. And we have revived our earlier custom of holding an annual blessing of 

the animals service. This was conducted on the feast day of St. Francis by Bishop 

Hilton Deakin, assisted by Monsignor Delmar Silva, parish priest of St. Brigid’s 

Church in Fitzroy North (a suburb of Melbourne), in the hall attached thereto. 

Bishop Deakin also celebrated our annual Mass in the same church the following 

day, preaching on the need for both human social justice and animal welfare in a 

context of ecology.  

With the addition of a few enthusiastic new members, we are, I think, 

beginning to improve upon our rather lethargic performance during the last few 

years. A problem, as always, of course is that most of our members are dispersed 

around this vast continent and are thus unable to attend meetings here in Melbourne. 

Some members, however, are involved in individual or group activities relating to 

animal welfare in their home areas, and membership of CCA-Aus serves to reassure 

them that they are thereby doing God’s work. 

John Francis Drennan - CCA-Australia 

(Photos inside back cover) 

 

LETTER FROM CCA-KENYA 

Dear Friends, 

 The members of CCA-Kenya have done a wonderful job during the Shujaa 

day, celebrated in Kenya every year to remember those who fought for 

independence from the colonial government. CCA-Kenya wanted to use Shujaa day 

to become the shujaas (heroes) by going door-to-door to create awareness on how to 

treat animals. 

 We realised that most people, especially in the villages, do not take care of 

animals.  Dogs, for example, are not well cared for.  Most people do not take their 

dogs and cats for vaccination, the food they are given is not clean and they don't 

even wash them. We did much on that day to teach them how they should take care 

of the dogs and cats and did it practically for them. For example, we washed the 

animals for them and also showed them how they should give them food, by not 

throwing their food on the ground.  

 We also recruited more members of CCA and we were happy because we did 

a good job and are now Shujaas on creating awareness of how to treat animals well. 
 

Coordinator: Leocadia Odhiambo 

Chairman: Robert Oketch 

CCA-Kenya 
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LETTER FROM CCA-USA 

Dear Friends, 

 Here we are again at the month of Thanksgiving -- celebrated each year at 

the end of November in the USA.  Yet for everybody it can be a month of 

appreciation, no matter where you live. It is a time to give thanks and be thankful 

for what we have; thankful for those with whom we share our life, whether they 

have two legs or four, feathers or fur, scales or skin. It is also a time to remember 

those who are in need and who need our help. 

 The summer is over and the autumn is upon us.  In the east the weather has 

been an array of different weather events – cold, then hot, then dry, and then rain. 

Through it all the animals seek food, shelter and protection.  Very soon most of the 

United States will be feeling the cold of Old Man Winter.  For those of us who care 

for God’s creatures it can be a worrisome time.  Do they have shelter to stay warm, 

food to stay healthy and protection from both the elements and those who seek to 

harm them? As stewards of God’s creation we bear responsibility for caring and 

protecting the sentient beings that have been entrusted to us.  This care and 

protection includes all animals, not just domestics. 

 Such was the case this August when the parish of St. Patrick in Wisconsin 

held their annual Pig Rassle (see page 33).  When we first heard of this horrific 

event, the CCA-USA reached out directly to the parish and asked them to 

reconsider this event.  We were ignored but we did not relent.  An email was sent 

to all our supporters asking that they do not remain silent – that each one email, 

call and write to both the parish of St. Patrick and to the Diocese of Green 

Bay.  Despite our numerous attempts to end this event it went on as scheduled and 

30 pigs were brutalized and tortured all in the name of a fund raiser.  To make 

matters worse, the next day those same horrified sentient beings were senselessly 

murdered despite several rescue groups offering to rescue these 30 creatures.  

 Why did the Deacon of St. Patrick’s Church not only allow for this to take 

place, but ignore our pleas on behalf of God’s creatures?  Why did the Diocese of 

Green Bay respond to our calls and emails with a generic response that said they 

were within their rights to hold this event and that no animals would be 

harmed?  Why?  I cannot answer that question.  We are asked to help and we did as 

much as we could. We asked our supporters to help and they did what they could,  

but our resources are very limited.  We rely on you and the generosity of those who 

support the CCA-USA, and this year our donations are minimal at best. We ask 

that you please consider donating what you can to help us to help them – to try and 

prevent these events from happening.  We are a small army fighting a war that is 

far larger that we are.  (Donation details on page 46). 

 In other news, our new website will launch very soon – new and improved – 

with branding that sets us aside from the others.  We have a new and inclusive 
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logo - one that includes all of God’s creatures.  Our newsletter has our new 

banner, as does our website.  We hope that you will visit it, share it and let us 

know how we are doing. 

 As always – we are in need of support.  Donations of monetary value and 

time are needed.  Our Francis Fund is almost totally depleted and our requests for 

assistance unending.  Please consider donating to the Francis Fund so that we can 

say ‘YES’ to those who seek our assistance in their time of need. 
 

Mariann Smith - CCA-USA 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 

 

Monday 18th - Friday 22nd May 

Ecumenical Retreat in Noddfa (For details see back cover) 
 

Every Wednesday: Prayer link-up at 9.30pm. 

Wherever you are.  Irene Casey has a prayer suggestion sheet: Tel. 01925 657890. 
  

Every first Saturday of the month: Prayers for Animals at 12.15pm. 

Gloucester Cathedral, Check with Rev. Helen Hall on 07919 538077. 

 

CHARITY CHOICE 

An exciting new way to donate online to  

Catholic Concern for Animals. 
  

If you would like to make an online donation to Catholic Concern for Animals 

by debit or credit card, with the option of adding gift aid, please go to: 

www.charitychoice.co.uk/catholic-concern-for-animals-1068 

 

 

 

Thank you for your kind support! 
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READER’S LETTER - COMMITTEE FOR ANIMALS 

Dear Editor, 

 May I urge readers to ask the Bishops' Conference to set up a Committee 

‘on matters of responsibility and justice towards our fellow creatures’.  This 

would complement the Committee which already exists ‘on matters of 

environmental responsibility and justice’.   Please write with this request to Father 

Christopher Thomas, General Secretary, The Bishops Conference of England and 

Wales, 39 Eccleston Square, London, SW1V 1BX. 

Email: Christopher.thomas@cbcew.org.uk    
 

 Yours sincerely, Virginia Bell 

 
 

MEMBERS LETTERS  

PUBLISHED IN THE NATIONAL PRESS 
 

The Independent - Friday 31 October 2014 

Dear Sir, The world population is indeed growing inexorably (Population 

Explosion Of Planet Can't Be Halted, 28 October). Would the planet be able to 

sustain a population of 9 billion by 2050? Yes it could, as the planet is sustaining 

over 65 billion animals raised for meat consumption every year. There are at any 

time three times more chickens on the planet then human beings. Any discussion 

on the growth of population should also account for the other living beings who 

also need to be fed and watered just as we do. It is this massive number of animals 

which is causing global warming, desertification of fertile land, using up a huge 

amount of the world's fresh water supplies and almost 40 per cent of the world’s 

cereals for animal consumption. Billions of tonnes of animal manure and slurry 

seeps into the Earth causing massive pollution and acid rain. It would be possible 

to feed the world if so much of the cereals produced were not fed to animals. The 

health impact on human beings is also great, as animals are fed antibiotics, 

rendering them ineffective, as the meat consumed carries antibiotics. A move 

away from a predominantly meat diet to a plant based vegetarian and vegan diet is 

imperative if we are to avoid mass starvation and catastrophic climate change. 

Nitin Mehta, Croydon 
 

The Daily Telegraph - Tuesday 21 October 2014 

Sir - As one born and educated in colonial Singapore, I know of many aspects of 

its legislation that would be welcomed by other British Citizens, including stiff 

punishment for littering, vandalism, graffiti, weapons and animal abuse.  No softer 

community service option may take the place of fines or prison sentences. 

Diana R Lord, Cockfosters, Hertfordshire 

mailto:Christopher.thomas@cbcew.org.uk
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 PRAYER, HYMN AND LITANY FOR ANIMALS 

 

At the Ecumenical Animal Welfare Retreat in Noddfa last May, many prayers, hymns 

and litanies were said and sung for animals.  Here are a few which we hope you will 

enjoy sharing. 
 

PRAYER 
 

God, who made all the earth and every living creature 

Help us, we pray, to treat the animals entrusted in our care 

with respect and kindness. 

Encourage us to value our sense of fellowship 

with our brothers and sisters the animals, 

who, like us, have been given this earth as their home. 

Teach us to act with compassion 

and encourage us in helping to preserve your world 

and all the creatures who share this planet with us. 

 
 

HYMN 
 

CREATOR ON HIGH 

Tune: Hanover,  Words by Revd Mark Bishop 

1. Creator on High 

We sing to your praise. 

You moulded all life, 

In countless wise ways. 

You made every creature 

For land, sea and air. 

To all humankind 

You entrusted their care. 

 

2. Our Saviour paid heed 

To all living things. 

The animals’ friend, 

Yet true King of Kings. 

He needed a donkey 

For humble display 

And showed his concern 

For the sheep gone astray. 

3. O God of all life, 

May animals know,  

We work for their good,  

Help friendship to grow. 

The eyes of all creatures  

Look upward to you. 

Lord, make us your agents 

In all that we do. 

 

4. The pets that we keep, 

The beasts on the farm, 

You wish us to tend 

And keep them from  harm. 

Lord, reverence for life 

May we learn from above. 

So bind us with Nature, 

Together in love. 
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 LITANY 
 

God our Father, have mercy upon us and all your creation - Hear our prayer 

From indifference to the suffering of animals throughout the world  - Lord save us 

From the heartless use and abuse of animals for our own pleasure - Lord save us 

From the use of angry words and rough and cruel treatment - Lord save us 

From acts of thoughtless cruelty - Lord save us 

From lack of courage in speaking out against cruelty and wrongdoings - Lord save us 

From turning a blind eye to the hidden cruelties of intensive farming, animal 

experiments and long distance transports - Lord save us 

Grant that sport and entertainment involving the torture and death of animals will 

cease - Hear our prayer 

Grant that the use of cruel traps and the abuse and exploitation of wild animals may 

end - Hear our prayer 

May all food animals be treated with care and compassion, throughout their lives- 

Hear our prayer 

Let all working animals be treated kindly according to their needs - Hear our prayer. 

 

********************************** 
 

 

 INDIAN VEG 
BHELPOORI HOUSE 

Indian Vegetarian Restaurant 
Daily Buffet Lunch & Dinner 

Eat as much as you like from a large selection of tasty dishes, salads and savouries 
for £4.95 per person. 

Open Seven Days A Week All Day 12 noon to 11.30pm. 
 

92/93 Chapel Market, Angel, Islington, London, N1 9EX. 
Telephone: 020 7837 4607, 020 7833 1167 

www.theindianveg.co.uk 

FOOD COLUMN 
 

The Indian Vegetarian Restaurant in Islington has a high reputation in London for 

the quality and extraordinary good value of its food.  For under £5 you can eat as 

much as you want, helping yourself to some thirty different vegan dishes, all 

delicious.  The whole menu is dedicated to ahimsa - the Indian principle of non-

violence, and the walls are covered with Jain, Buddhist and Hindu texts, as well 

as Western ones, about respecting animals.  You could spend a quiet digestive 

hour just reading the walls!  No wonder that this increasingly famous restaurant 

has become an attraction for celebrities and animal protection activists.  R.D.R. 
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HOW TO COOK INDIAN VEGETARIAN FOOD 
 
 

BY JENNIFER POTHECARY 
 

 

T 
RADITIONALLY INDIAN FOOD IS VEGETARIAN - not vegan.  Indians use 

loads of dairy. Why not?  They do not slaughter the cows they use milk 

from.  I am crazy about Indian food, I learned a great deal when I 

worked in Bombay, (not Mombai in those days). Try this one - Carrot and 

Peas, but do study spices, they are a source of natural  medicine.   
 

In a large, heavy  frying pan,  heat the oil (rape seed or olive) - about a small 

coffee cup in quantity. 
 

 Add a medium size (cut small) onion and crushed 4 cloves garlic. Gently 

fry to transparent. 

 Add  2 teaspoons ground coriander, 1 teaspoon turmeric, 1 teaspoon 

garam masala. (I make my own garam masala  by putting into the 

recipe  powdered cloves, cardamom  & nutmeg). 

 Keep stirring with a wooden spoon.   Now add 1 scant teaspoon dried 

ground chili powder (or do as I do, and add 1 or 2 fresh chillies ground in 

a food processor).  Now add a well cut up piece of ginger (I cheat and 

please the western palate by using stem ginger). 

 Add 1 14 oz tin  chopped tomatoes.  Stir. 

 Now add cooked peas and tiny carrots - or bigger ones cut up. 

 If it is too hot, add some soya milk or if you wish to heat it up, add a little 

good vinegar. 
 

 Never forget, Indian housewives make up their own recipes. The many 

Indian ladies who work in the Salisbury hospitals use their own ideas. No Indian 

housewife thinks it rude to enquire after the health of a guest and she (or her 

cook)  will prepare a dish accordingly. 

 If you live in the north,  you will find genuine Indian restaurants.  If they 

are of a Hindu tradition they will be vegetarian.  In the south the restaurants are 

Bangladeshi and predicated to meat.  None of my Indian friends will eat in them 

- although most of my Indian friends do eat meat and find my palate (for a 

Christian!!) a little strange.   

 Don't forget,  all Indian food is served with long grain rice. Indeed many 

Indians say that that is a source of energy.  
   

 GOOD LUCK!  -  GO AND BUY AN INDIAN COOK BOOK! 
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ARK FUN CROSSWORD - Number 36 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Down 

1 De-magnetises and doesn't do it very well 
(3,2,1,4) 

2 Chic meal served up for compound (8) 

3 Ma bled badly and as a result moved 
slowly (6) 

4 Stop a returning Middle-Easterner (4) 

5 They illegally adjusts instruments (8) 

6 Ropey part of musical aria tune (6) 

7 This is a down one (4) 

13 Bit of a fight (5) 

15 Cut allowance (10) 

17 Plaits did not start wartime action (3,5) 

18 What it takes to have drive (8) 

20 Polish sort of language (6) 

22 Now break free at sea (6) 

24 Just on the outskirts of Londonderry (4) 

25 Perhaps Gents play solo (4) 

Across 

8 She, for starters, began eating the hummus (4) 

9 Alarmingly about to change, but only just (10) 

10 Princess's man mostly dull (6) 

11 Mattresses emit debris in it when reversed 
for occupation. (8) 

12 Packet stripes (3,5) 

14 As well as bit parts (6) 

16 Tripped over two-thirds of a man (4) 

17 Races around giving area measurements (5) 

18 Capable type of seaman (4) 

19 Enquire about the task foreman will include 
(3,3) 

21 Telmah or Ollehto (8) 

23 Call about past work-wear (8) 

26 Goes round and seems to have written a 
number! (6) 

27 Coalfields collapse into pieces on the table 
(6,4) 

28 Instrument fitted into Boeing (4) 

SOLUTIONS TO LAST CROSSWORD No 35 
 

Across: 8 Deck 9 Prosciutto 10 Feeler 11 Suddenly 12 Aunt 13 Introduces 17 Main 18 Igloo  
19 Reel 20 Centigrade 22 Foil 23 Assassin 27 Aliens 28 Saccharine 29 Nose  
 

Down: 1 Deregulate 2 Skeleton 3 Appraising, 4 Lows 5 Iced 6 Bureau 7 Et al 14 Tulsa  
15 Ozone layer 16 Eyewitness 19 Ruffians 21 Thatch 24 Seal 25 Seat 26 Nail 
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FILM REVIEW 

Dawn of the Planet of the Apes, directed by Matt Reeves, 3D (12A) 

THIS IS THE EIGHTH HOLLYWOOD FILM in the Planet of the Apes series, and a ninth 

is on the way.  The first film appeared in 1968 just as the modern Animal Rights 

revolution started.  The next ones appeared in 1970, 1971, 1972 and 1973. Then 

there was a gap of nearly 30 years before another film was released in 2001, 

followed by others in 2011 and 2014.  Extraordinarily, all eight films so far have 

stuck to the central idea of apes taking control over debased humans. Another 

common theme is that the apes have escaped from human laboratories, become 

‘civilised’ and now start experimenting upon captured humans.  The eight films 

have grossed over one billion dollars over forty six years.  Their cultural impact 

on the issue of the human-animal relationship must be enormous. Yet no 

conscious or deliberate proselytism seems to be involved.  Rather, underlying all 

these stories (as with many others) lies the widespread Darwinian realisation that 

all apes, humans as well as nonhumans, are biologically related.  The films deal 

with the next step in the moral awakening.  Should we all, therefore, be treated 

with equal respect? 

 The latest film tells the story of a laboratory-engineered virus that 

wipes out nearly all humans in the world.  This virus was developed using 

laboratory primates who were involved in Alzheimer research which boosted their 

intelligence.  After they have escaped from the laboratories, the apes set up a 

sophisticated colony in the jungle.  Some of them can even talk a few words of 

English.  Then, ten years after the world-wide disaster, they encounter some of the 

surviving humans, and warfare ensues. 

 This is a beautifully made film and the special effects are staggering.  The 

only intellectual subtlety, however, lies in the delineation of factions within the 

two camps - human and nonhuman.  In both camps there are speciesist leaders.  

The ape speciesist, hell-bent on revenge after his experiences as a laboratory 

animal, leads the attack on the humans, where the human speciesist (whose only 

argument is ‘well, they’re animals!’) fights back with guns.   Thankfully, both 

sides have anti-speciesist peacemakers who narrowly win the day. 

 This is a wonderful film for teenagers.  The constant warfare and the 

toppling of giant skyscrapers, however, will not delight the faint-hearted.  But 

what an extraordinary influence the series must have had.  We should, for this 

reason, thank its originator, the French novelist and wartime freedom fighter, 

Pierre Boulle (1912-1994), who started the whole thing. 

Dr Richard D. Ryder 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

For Love of Animals: Christian Ethics, Consistent Action, by Charles 

Camosy, Cincinnati: Franciscan Media, 2013, ISBN 9781616366629, $15.99/£10.18 

 

THIS IS THE BOOK I WAS GOING TO WRITE! Well, as that 

sounds rather arrogant, I should say the one that I should 

have liked to have written.  For it is rather better written than 

anything I could attempt. For one thing it makes its argument 

clear right from the start – that justice and Christian faith and 

an ethic that is consistently pro-life demand that we treat 

animals differently from the way that we do. That we treat 

them as God wanted and intended them to be treated. Just 

what CCA always says – and here it is written down and 

argued out by an assistant professor of Christian ethics at 

Fordham (Jesuit) University, USA.  And one advantage over 

other theology books on the subject (including mine) is that is it short, just 135 

pages in paperback, and written in a simple, conversational, but not dumbed-down, 

style for the general reader.  

So there you are. As the Foreword warns, this book could ‘change 

something fundamental about the way you live your life’. Camosy engages with 

Scripture and tradition, and uses examples that speak to all of us. He is particularly 

strong on bringing home the idea of being implicated in systems of injustice and 

cruelty by choices people make in their food, recreation and clothing. He draws 

attention to the production methods based on economies of scale which now allow 

meat to be available and affordable at an unprecedented level. He asks such 

challenging questions as whether it matters that billions of sentient creatures suffer 

shortened lifetimes of hell and if we really need meat at all. The implied question 

throughout is, ‘What would Jesus do?’ 

Camosy shows that within the Christian tradition are concepts of justice 

that need simply to be extended towards animals. The Churches today champion 

people who are powerless and vulnerable, particularly the unborn, the young and 

the fragile elderly. Generally (or ideally), we no longer discriminate on grounds of 

race, colour, sex or gender orientation. We believe not just in minimal legal justice 

for all people, but in nurturing within us all that leads to their flourishing. We are 

challenged to consider how our own behaviour reflects our Christian love. Yet we 

stop short too often at the species barrier. We do not eat our pets, but we do eat a 

prodigious amount of other flesh. What is the difference, Camosy asks, between a 

sensitive and intelligent pig and our family dog? 

 Questions are not just put to the reader. At the end of each section is a page 

of Questions for Discussion, and a list for further reading. So, do not just buy and  
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use this book for yourselves, but get hold of several copies and form a discussion 

group at church or wherever, or simply among your friends. See if the people 

reading this book could ever be the same again. 

Dr Deborah M. Jones 

 

The Mouse Stranglers, by John Bryant, 2014, available from the Animal Aid 

online bookshop, £9.95. 
 

WE FIGHT A CONTINUAL WAR against wildlife. It is a war 

characterised by cruelty and ignorance.  Once upon a time the 

words heretic, Communist or black were used to condemn 

individuals and to justify their mistreatment.  Now, with 

nonhumans, the words pest and vermin serve the same 

function.  Once branded a pest or vermin the animal is 

doomed.  (Pest originally meant ‘plague’ and vermin ‘a 

worm’.)  Yet there is no official or legal category of pest or 

vermin ─ the terms are carelessly used to describe any animal 

that causes any nuisance for any human being.  The words 

then provide a speciesist excuse for any kind of cruelty or abuse. 

John Bryant is a pioneer of the modern animal protection movement, an ex 

Chief Officer of the League Against Cruel Sports and a Vice Chairman of the 

RSPCA Council.  In 1998 he set up his own business, Humane Urban Wildlife 

Deterrence (01732 357355) which specialises in helping urban dwellers to find 

humane solutions to wildlife problems.  He has also written about cruelty to farm 

animals in his book Fettered Kingdoms (1982).  Now he gives us The Mouse 

Stranglers (2014) which is a handbook of humane control.  There are chapters on 

rats, mice, squirrels, pigeons, gulls, corvids, ducks, foxes, badgers, moles, rabbits, 

hares and deer.  In every case, John gives advice on how these interesting fellow 

creatures can be gently persuaded to stop behaving like tiresome children.  Very 

often, of course, so-called pests do a great deal of hidden good, but some farmers 

like to have scapegoats.   Gardeners should learn to appreciate moles and rabbits as 

features of the garden, who are just as beautiful as shrubs or flowers. 

Rightly, John laments the fact that he is almost the only one of around 

6,000 pest controllers in Britain who specialises in a humane approach.  For 15 years 

John has not, he says, needed to cause any physical harm to any animal.  Yet the 

numbers of UK animal and bird victims of orthodox ‘pest control’ runs into scores 

of millions every year, and with horrendous levels of suffering.  Spring traps, snares, 

glue traps, guns, electric shocks and poisons are in massive use among those who, 

often hand in glove with bloodsports enthusiasts and ignorant farmers, seem to enjoy 

killing, killing, killing for the fun of it. 

Dr Richard D. Ryder 
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GROWL: Life Lessons, Hard Truths and Bold Strategies from an 

Animal Advocate, by Kim Stallwood, Lantern Books, 2014, ISBN 

9781590563960. 

...to be a genuine vegan is to recognise the fact that one can never be vegan; 

to commit to nonviolence is to recognise how steeped in anger, disappointment, 

frustration, and simple pique we are as human beings – and continue to pursue 

nonviolence nonetheless. (168)  
 

I WENT ALONG TO THIS YEAR’S London Vegan Festival in a real 

funk, dispirited and frustrated over the prospects for real 

change for animals and the indifference I seemed to meet with 

daily.  In the preceding months I’d been becoming aware of an 

increasing tetchiness and proneness to argument in 

myself.  Knowing full well that moaning about ‘the struggle’ 

and getting angry with persons who hold a different view was 

completely counter-productive, I still wasn’t having much luck 

controlling my feelings and getting back to a more positive 

place. 

 A stroke of good fortune for me, then, that I left the festival with a copy of 

Growl under my arm. 

 Kim Stallwood, aka the grumpy vegan, starting training as a chef at age 

sixteen and found his first jobs in the kitchen of a posh Piccadilly restaurant and, 

one summer holiday, wrapping freshly-slaughtered chickens in a Hampshire 

abattoir. Not a typical start for a life-long animal advocate, but in their way these 

early experiences took him through the stages of denial and mental-emotional 

compartmentalisation that we mostly all undergo, and it wasn’t long before the 

scales fell.  Peter Roberts of Compassion in World Farming took him on as a 

campaign officer in 1977 and over the course of the next twenty years he was with 

what would become some of the most prominent organisations in the animal 

welfare/liberation movements, including the BUAV – where he was a modernising 

and energising influence – and PETA, whom he helped take national and then 

international.  This was a period of great change, a vitally important time for animal 

rights, and the author was front and centre throughout it, and on both sides of the 

Atlantic; it’s left him with a fund of insights such as few could lay claim to.   

 But Growl isn’t about the minutiae of organisational evolution – it’s 

concerned with the big picture: what’s it all been about; why are we doing this; how 

can we do it better? Growl pleads for continuing growth: for broader and deeper 

connection with all beings, for spiritual awakening and for political seriousness. 

The justice we seek for animals must take care to see itself legally enshrined, but 

remain ever rooted in an ethic of care and compassion.  The maturity of the animal  
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movement as a whole is brilliantly assessed, concluding that the time is now ripe 

to move from public education to public policy. 

Readers looking to know more about the history of the animal welfare/

rights movement will find an enlightening survey here. Those wishing to think 

carefully about how best to pursue the short and long term goals of that movement 

may well find it indispensable.  But for anyone who is seeking, as I was and am, to 

better understand themselves as an animal defender and engage more healthfully 

with the difficult emotions that accompany that way of life, I think this is a book 

that can rightly be called transformative – though a self-confessed grump like Mr 

Stallwood might not approve of my saying so! 

Thom Bonneville 

 

OBITUARIES 

 

 

 

Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of recently deceased members 

Ms Geraldine Laker of Paddock Wood, Kent  

Mr James Wheen of Andover , Hampshire 

Mrs S. Murphy of Whaley Br idge, High Peak, Derbyshir e 

Mrs T. M. Lloyd of Thetford, Norfolk 

 

BEQUESTS AND DONATIONS 
 

Bequests and donations provide most of our income, so please remember our 

two charities when drawing up your Will: 
 

 Catholic Concern for Animals, which publishes and distributes The 

Ark, directs all our activities and employs a part time General Secretary. 

 The Phyllis Mary Trust, administered by Catholic Concern for 

Animals, which provides grants to small, struggling rescue centres and 

sanctuaries. 
 

For donations, please make out all cheques to CCA, but mention the Phyllis 

Mary Trust on a note if that is where you would like the money to go. 
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2014 ANIMAL BLESSING AND THANKSGIVING SERVICE  

FOR PETS AT ST MARTIN'S ANGLICAN CHURCH,  

KENSAL GREEN, LONDON NW10 

 

BY JAMES HOGAN 

 

A 
NYONE NOT IN THE KNOW passing by St Martin's church in Kensal Green, 

London on the afternoon of October 4th might have thought the church 

had been converted into a dogs' home; the church's annual animal 

blessing service was underway inside and the dogs attending this year's service 

were a particularly vocal lot, accompanying every hymn with a rousing chorus of 

barking that at times eclipsed the human vocalists. 

Now in its 15th. year, the service attracts animal lovers with a wide variety 

of beliefs from across London and beyond.  Dogs were in the majority but among 

the other animals attending this year were two laid-back cats and a very handsome 

rabbit named Nibbler. 

Those unable to attend the service were encouraged to send details of their 

companion animals for inclusion in the service and prayers were said for animals 

as far afield as Russia, Spain and Cyprus.  The church also has contacts with a 

Russian Orthodox convent in the Kaluga region of Russia where the nuns have 

established an animal sanctuary and a retiring collection was held to support the 

convent's animal welfare work, raising a splendid £279.     

 

INTERFAITH CELEBRATION FOR ANIMALS 

ANIMAL INTERFAITH ALLIANCE 

Catholic Concern for Animals (CCA) is one of the founder members of the Animal 

Interfaith Alliance (AIA).   

CCA General Secretary, Chris Fegan, represented CCA at the AIA’s Interfaith 

Celebrations for Animals, which was held at Golders Green Church on 4th 

October 2014 for World Animal Day in celebration of St Francis of Assisi’s 

birthday.  The ceremony was led by AIA Chair, Rev. Feargus O’Connor. 

Details about the AIA can be found on its new website at: 

www.animal-interfaith-alliance.com 

 





 

Monday 18th May - Friday 22nd May 2015 

NODDFA 

PENMAENMAWR, NORTH WALES 

This four night break offers a relaxing environment for you to enjoy stimulating 

speakers, the company of like-minded people, and thoughtful liturgies and prayer-

times.  The many gardens and woodlands, and the setting between mountain and sea, 

offer chances of quiet reflection, but there is also much enjoyment and variety to help 

charge energy levels. 

Book now to be sure of a place.  No single supplement. Disabled access available, and 

lifts given to and from the station. 

Costs: £230, £20 deduction for sharing a room.  Deposit £50 by 1st May latest.                

 Your stay can be extended by arrangement direct with Noddfa - www.noddfa.org.uk  

Contact for information and booking: Irene Casey 

32 Pinders Farm Drive, Warrington, WA1 2GF 

or Chris Fegan  

Email: chrisfegancca@gmail.com  Tel: 07817 730472 

 

ECUMENICAL  ANIMAL 

WELFARE  RETREAT 
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